DISCLAIMER

Electronic versions of At'he exhibits in these minutes
may not be complete.

This information is supplied as an informational
service only and should not be relied upon as an
:_ofﬁcial record.

Original exhibits are on file at the Legislativé Counsel
Bureau Research Library in Carson City.

Contact the Library at (775) 684-6827 or
library@Icb.state.nv.us.



Panel ism't
'backing bid
to change
ethics laws

tommsmonwantstok
Cwillful’ mthf:If:gals'ezmt:iarr

| Ty ety 83 Jﬁ;ﬁ(

**a 1

'IhstateBﬁnnaCommmwﬂlmtbacksnbshnﬁve i

: } changes to e¢thics laws in the current legislative sessi
mdngmthemnmmsmatvlednahy's

Beoard: mendbers 'didn't agree on one connmsswnex’s{
_ msuengthgnNev&da ethics statutes by re-.
. meoving the word “willfel. :

‘Ikoommmwﬂlmkﬂsmwd“
; bill clarifying or some ethics provisions, bu:
&)sedmwlnchlmludeadoptmgastatutedhmﬂ&
';manddmgmgaﬁhngdwﬂme,arehgdymf'

.t

E
;
A TLL
§5§§%§;

" %za?%

1

mdneno,agmd,mbﬂl
scenarios wherejrrlie said those |
w.ﬂ;gnodinmnﬁonsmuldbe'
snared, such 25 'a county’
worker who purchased a dis- .

.uumtmrlinetldcetohlineln“.

computer.
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Ethics panel is weak
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An ethics commis- fng loophole in Nevade’s cthics.
mem_%::fa heen: of The
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the loogliale. The “vbmﬂb*ahﬁﬂm
i omoased o They deman .
everonia-used mhmmmmﬁymmtm
eV R. - i but also on what was in their heart at the
ooumTaEps: . time they did it. In most cases, as has been seen
This is e sign of over the years, this tactic works. Last year, for
a weak Fiics example, the commission ruled that Las Vegas
Commission. Mayor Oscar Goodman used his elected position
Stronger memsbers  to help his son’s business and fomd him guiity of
should e ap- -an ethics violation. But Goodman walked away
unscathed when the commission bought his argu-

nmtﬂuthehdmwmmmhe&ﬂne
law.

Ethi¢s Conunissioner Bilt wants the
il iviion dempped Rl s s e

- egisiabwre to drop the word, cae sub:
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For the state Commission on

: Ethics to fine someone for a viola-

. tion, the pancl must find the action

-~ Ethics/Proposal doesn’t deal with legal
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Such a move, said Jim Spmello,
county assiseant direcror of ad-
ministrative services, would give
officials “less w room” in try-
mgmpmvea tion wascarried
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tent is to narrow and clanfy the
definition-of willful.”

Clark County’s dcﬁm
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ship Alliance of Nevada, said en-
forcement hss been a longume
problem. -
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In Monopoly, if vou are
lucky, you can dror a “Get
Out of Jail Free™ cord.

In Nevada, yom cio not need
to be lucky —a “Gizt Qutof
Jaﬂﬁee”cardisbuﬂtinto

you the thing was OK, or if )

you tried to get to the attorney )

and time was tops&zort, or if . : : , @= . '
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which should not have happened, it vhikkhithas o

Someammeysobjeetto advise, “Don’t do it because
this change. They say public it is black-letter law not to
ofﬁcmlswmbeafxmdtoask “do it,” or, “OK, do it because
them for advisory opinions. . there is no black-letter law
Attorneysnwjdmgwetheir - against doing it.” The ethics
best advice, and are profes- law, for these attorneys, has
sionally obligated to doso. But.  some sharp definitions we
they are not élected and can- must cbey, and beyond that,
pot shoulder the final moral anything goes.

responsibility. That belongs ' This is entirely backward:

to the public official, legal We all know that many actions

advice or not. are wrong, even though they
Worse, some attorneys havemtyetbeenspelledmn
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acgion is will fal ¥ vou knew,

< - : ‘We need to change NRS

WS TIUNE, 0 YOI Were 281551 (6). It § i
. ® .. . 281.551(6). It is poor policy.
We peed to put the responsi-

: GaigWalin b an exeesos professorof. - DILLY for one’s actions back
ethics and policy sudess at the Universiy 0% the elected ar sppoited
of Nevada, Las Vegas ared was a member . - PUDIiC official. Yes, do se€k

; e ik Gy 5Tk i an advisory opimion. But aiso

1998 and 2003 . aska friend with a good con-




Ethics rules need tightening

embers of the Nevada their deliberations and when it is all
, - ics Commission should nghttodose the doorsonmeetmgs.
tzke che advice of one of the Bill : '
m_@omﬁﬁeMSdhcs
law peeds strengthening. Another
pamatt@mmgthemmme
of — Lm law will ward off all
wardedoffﬂ:e Pprominent ile no law will ward o
cwd&m&sgnamhaﬁkin alleged violations — Las Vegas
recent months. Mayor QstarGoodmanand state
Most important of the rules that Controllet Kathy Augustine cor:;hc
nwdaddressmg:sthesmtes% ~quickly to mind — letting the p
“Meeting Law, which the Boar "~ know the panel is reviewing the rules
Regents has repseatedly come up and making efforts to close loophols
" against. would increase the level of
~ It’s clear that too many officials accountability. It would put officials

don’t completeliy understandhow .  on notice that violations will not be
and when the pablic must be privy to  tolerated. .
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A federal judge expressed

mm
stamtez

‘:stateEthmsCmnmxssxonm
: fine those who make false

. candidates

5 @

; concerns Thursdaysabout a |-
Nevada law that allows the !. ,
: lﬁhAmmdmenm of the US. -

Uron_and %
Ao

about a portion of the statate
that gives the'accused just two

. days to respond to a complaint
" without requiring notificatinm:
. of the specific allegations.

’I’ha:hastocreetesomei
the -

" What purpose is served by
- this statute that is not already
‘served by the threat of ciwil

suit for defafnation?” Geotrge
said. .
EhzabethMaclasQuiﬂm e -

“gional chief deputy dttorney
 general, said civil cases can -
- take years to litigate. &

“You need more

something
. mpldihanthetypwaljud:cml :

,.cand .1 understard
" Georpésaid. - -
Allen Licht :

Attorney.,
whorepre&mtstheplmnﬂfﬁs
argued that candidates do nst -
need more legal protection.

“We believe the best anti-
dote to bad speech is more
speech,” he said.

Quillin argued that the m ;
tent of the statute is to protect
the voting public, mnow

Ls:htemtemsaidmestamm .
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ThemmmmonvotedlﬂStMﬂto

* + find Las Vegas Mayor Qscar Geodman -
"¢ guilty of an ethics viokation by using his

elécted position to help his son’s busi--
ness. The commission, tiowever, split

) - on whethei or not the violation was

willﬁ:l,soGoodmanwasmfﬁned.
The law saye the commission may:

impose-a .penalty ofup-to $5,000 for
; the first “willful violation™ of the law, .
¢ up $0:$10,600 for.the second and up to

825,000 for the third. -

An ethies violation should v ap-
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proacned jast Bke a speeding |
* ticket; Plangas said. The awdor-
ist may not have been aware he
was speeding, but be still gels

in_talking about the word
- wilful,” Fangas said, “Timid
Interpretations of this teme con

and contentions conclusions
thet_provide cscape From ac-
ThelsssLegshtnenver
hanled the ethics ocommission
nd increased its staff Flanges
said the new comsniosion “has
reperally dope well considering
the Dmitations and  cicom
stances of the curreai iaw, bat I
detect a strong public percep-
tion that very Etfle has reallr
changed and that the public's
immger for accountability re-
mains mfnfiled”

failed Kathy Augnstine impeackment. But
. mmm&mg
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additional coxrency i the welkr of th:
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Lve of exhics bills
Qneof thun requires public employees to

i take a leave of absence without pay, Sust

aslhavea!waysdone.'l‘hzothz: one
. defines political -activity and makes lt
clear that nobody in office can.use t.*ﬁelr
staff or state equipment to be engagedi in |

political activity.
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CARSON CITY — A panel
"the state Ethics Comnission
18 cleared Assembly Speaker
ichard Perkins of suppressing

1 investigative report on As-
mblyman Mark - Manendo
rer allegations of sexual mis-
wmduct.

The panel Tuesday said
sufficient evi-
dence to go

cdaybeforetheelecum.lie
id “the investigative - report
as pot his to release. . -

Burdish was irked by the de-
sion of .the ethics panel He
id Perkins asked for the in-
wt, and then asked for a clar-
cation. To maintain this is a

port not subject to the Neva- palance

r’s open-records law is ridicu-
us, Burdish said. -
Peritins maintained the re-
nt was a confidential commu-
cation from the staff of the
sgislative Counsel Buream,
id thus could not be consid-
ed a. public dotument. He
id the complaint by Burdish
as filed Nov. 1 and was a
lesperate attempt to influence
« results of an election, not a
gitimate inquiry regarding
wetbical conduct.”
DmmgtheZOOBLegslature,
_surfaced that
{anendo D-Las Vegas, may
ive_ been’ involved in miscon
xct toward a female intern in
w Agsembly. An investigation
a5 opdered and conducted by
ome Malidewich, director of
¢ Legislative Counsel Bu-

»iy

1y

Malldewich said there was
never an official complaint
filed- and wlhien' hic compieteg
his investigation, he reported
to Perkins. He said his commu-—
nications with Perkins were
confidential.

The veport is now in Malkie-
wich’s possession alone.

Malkiewich said the law is
clear that all matters entrusted
to the legislative staff are con-
fidential unless the persons in-
volved ‘request..or comsent to
its disclosure.

“In this instance, some of

the ‘people from whom I ob-
tained this information have
not consented to its disclosure
and others have specifically re-

quested that it be kept confi-
dentml, Malkiewich told the

filed Nov. llastyear said re-

mdaﬁed,‘Wewegbtasuni
sbinelawandﬂns:samatter

c:ary(_lomnﬁttee"wherehe
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i'. C - - n.m.,t ,‘ - id- 1- idﬂa]s“’
who are strong, they'will find ottser excuses so -
someone can escape béing found for .
that matter, even when. the mgmwmm §
mdemvdyndoan’tahmysgetﬂmd&mv

ate inexplicably refused to remove rer from oo
evmaﬁer:tlndm\vmdherafoneo{m
mwmwymm

fiaws of our ethics laws sod iz thewm,
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1stine con smwg

htedstateethmslaws.d:ewiﬂfzoetheprospect
" of impercliment proceedings. I the Assembiy de- -
cides to charge Augustine, she then would face a -
mdmtbeSuntemd,tfmd:ed.cmldbere-.

gustine already has done enough damage by vio- "

: laungthepubhcstmst_l‘hehstthatshemnld
do is leave now and let Gov. Kenny Guinn ap-

_ point someonemth hwgritytoizkeoverﬁn

“o jobe:

R T

G iﬁ%«am..

. political neophyte
" throw herself at the mercy of the panel Dy claiming igno-
" rance of the law. She is a former assemblywoman

wED ’

thmg Ms Augusmw
and esign you

smanyhadpredlcted,theéﬁamEthlcsCommzs

sion came down bard Wednesday on Nevad:
Controller Kathy Augustine. -

Shortly before her hearing, luis. -Augustine —

oneofthestate’ssxxconstltutwnaloﬂ’icers—shptﬂated
that she violated the law on three

occasions, once
- 'when she had a staff member work on hex 2002 re-election

campaign while still on the clock and twice when she used
stateofﬁoeeqmpmmttofmtherthatsamecampmgn.

) The panel responded by voting
mﬁneMs.Augumlme,aRepubh-
can, $15,000. Urder state law the
case will now be forwarded to

-+ the Assembly For impeachment
- proceedings.
Thevotewas3—?,butthed1s—

ed no because he favored going
forward with a complete public
hesring on all tiee evidence. - -

Afterﬂledeclsmn,MaAugusnnemdapreparedstahe-
ment in which she apologized to Nevadams. But she indi-

- cated she would not step down.

Ms. Augustine should reconsider — immediately.
Hers was not a minor exror. Laws prohibiting elected of-

: ﬁaalsﬁunfmnggovernmeuthmmﬁsmmgagem

partisan political activity while they're tobe
working for the taxpayers originated out af the
of corruption that dominated many of the country’s large

: cities during the late 19th and early 20th cemturies:

Ms. Augustine was no who could

and

 state'senator who had her eyes on the gowernor’s mansion.
: Nostateeonsutntkmaloﬁﬁcerhaseverhem
BeeausetheAssemblywm‘tbebackmsessnmtmtilFeb-
ruary — and a special session appears unfikely — it will be
. lemtfmn'momhsbeforefawmakerscanaddressthe
InﬂlemeantIme,aclmdhangsoverMs.Augustmeand

pledgenotﬁoresxgn,ﬁxeheavyhmersmﬂnstateRepnbh—

can Party — including low-profile Gov. Kenny Guinn —
the screws on her and make it clear




