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Ellen Crecelius is the Deputy Director of Fiscal for the Department of Health and Human 
Services (DHHS).  She is responsible for the Department’s fiscal services and information 
technology.  Ellen leads the Fiscal Administrative Services Team and provides oversight of 
DHHS’s five divisions and the Public Defender’s Office on budget development; budget 
management; contracting; and other fiscal issues.  She also supervises the analysis, fiscal, 
research units in the Director’s office.  Ellen was formerly the Management Analyst and 
Econometrician in the Director’s office Research and Analysis units.  Prior to joining DHHS, 
she conducted economic and policy analysis for the State of Oregon as  a Tax Economist at the 
Oregon Department of Revenue and Senior Economist at the Oregon  Department of 
Transportation.  Ellen holds a Ph.D. in economics from the University of Connecticut with a 
concentration in health economics and public finance.  She also holds a bachelor’s degree from 
the University of California, Davis with majors in economics and Russian.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bruce Gilbert is the Executive Director of the Silver State Health Insurance Exchange, 
appointed in August 2014.  Prior to his appointment, he practiced law and managed regional 
operations, at an executive level, for a Fortune 100 healthcare company.  Bruce has senior 
executive and former litigation experience in legal; business; and insurance environments.  
He also served as Benefits Administrator for the State of Ohio, managing the operations of the 
State’s five self-funded health plans.  Bruce is a graduate of Dickinson College and 
the Duquesne University School of Law.   

 
 

Steve Fisher is the Administrator for the Nevada Division of Welfare and Supportive Services 
for DHHS.  He is the lead for the 2015 Supported State Based Marketplace Affordable Care 
Act open enrollment project.  Steve also oversees the Temporary Assistance for Needy 
Families Program (TANF); Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP); Child 
Support Enforcement Program; Child Care Assistance Program; Employment and Training 
Programs for TANF and SNAP recipients; Energy Assistance Program; and eligibility for 
Nevada’s Medicaid Program.  He has a strong program and health care knowledge and 
received a bachelor degree from the University of Nevada, Reno.    



Romaine Gilliland serves as the Director of DHHS.  He is responsible for the oversight of the 
largest department in State government, with approximately 5,400 employees and an annual 
operating budget of over $7.4 billion (nearly one third of the entire state budget).  Prior to his 
appointment as Director, Romaine served as an officer on the Public Employees Retirement 
Board, and as Director for the Nevada Public Health Foundation.  He retired from state service 
in 2012 as the Administrator of the Division of Welfare and Supportive Services.  Prior to that, 
he served as Chief Financial Officer for the Nevada Department of Employment, Training, and 
Rehabilitation.  He has held a variety of senior management positions in private sector 
multi-national manufacturing companies and operated a public accounting firm.  
Romaine received his bachelor of science degree from the University of Nevada, Reno and is a 
licensed Certified Public Accountant (CPA). 

 
Jane Gruner is the Administrator of the Aging and Disability Services Division of DHHS.  
She oversees programs and services that provide leadership and advocacy in the planning, 
development and delivery of a high quality, comprehensive support service system.  
Jane’s division helps all of Nevada’s elders, adults and children with disabilities or special 
health care needs live independent, meaningful, and dignified lives in the most integrated 
setting appropriate to their needs.  Prior to her appointment as Administrator, she served 
as Deputy Director of Programs for DHHS and former Deputy Administrator for DHHS’s 
Mental Health and Developmental Services Division, where she worked to integrate programs 
serving individuals with intellectual disabilities and related conditions.  She has served 
Nevadan’s through DHHS since 1978.  Jane is a licensed Marriage and Family Therapist and 
has a master’s degree in counseling and personnel services from the University of Nevada, 
Reno.  She holds a bachelor degree in special education from the University of Wisconsin.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Amber Howell has been the Administrator of the Division of Child and Family Services 
(DCFS) for DHHS since 2012.  She is responsible for child protective and welfare service 
delivery in rural Nevada and oversight of urban county-operated child protective and welfare 
services, children’s mental/behavioral health treatment and residential services in urban 
Nevada; and statewide juvenile justice services including state-operated youth training centers 
and youth parole.  Previously, she was the Deputy Administrator over Child Welfare 
programs.  Amber has worked as a substance abuse counselor and a drug court coordinator.  
She has actively worked in various mental health programs and case management.  Amber is 
a member of the National Association of Child Welfare, Task Force on the Prevention of 
Sexual Abuse of Children, Nevada Children’s Behavioral Health Consortium, and the 
Commission on Statewide Juvenile Justice Reform.  She is a native Nevadan and a graduate 
of the University of Nevada, Reno, with a degree in psychology.    



Karin Kreizenbeck is the Nevada State Public Defender appointed by Governor Brian 
Sandoval in 2013.  She is responsible for providing indigent criminal defense for various rural 
counties throughout the State of Nevada.  Prior to her appointment, she served as the Deputy 
State Public Defender in Carson City in 1998 and promoted to Chief Deputy.  Karin has 
dedicated her career to ensuring that all citizens of Nevada have equal access to justice, 
regardless of economic status.  She is a member of the Nevada Supreme Court Indigent 
Defense Commission and serves on its rural subcommittee.  She is a member of the National 
Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers and the National Association of Drug Court 
Professionals.  Karin received a bachelor of art degree in economics from the University of 
California, San Diego with a minor in Spanish and law and society.  She received her Juris 
Doctor from Santa Clara University School of Law.   

 
 
Kareen Masters serves as the Deputy Director of Administration for DHHS.  She provides 
oversight and coordination of human resources and legislative liaison activities across 
the divisions of DHHS and supervises the public information unit in the Director’s Office. 
Prior to her appointment as the Deputy Director, she was the human resources manager for 
DHHS and worked for the State Personnel Department in the areas of classification, 
compensation, and policy development.  Prior to joining the State, she served as a human 
resources manager in the banking industry.  Kareen received her bachelor of science degree 
from the University of Nevada, Reno. 

 
 
Dena Schmidt serves as the Deputy Director of Programs for DHHS.  She manages the 
Director’s Office to include the grants management unit, IDEA part C office, tribal liaison 
office, office of consumer health assistance, office of minority health, and 211.  In addition, 
she serves as a liaison for the Governor’s Council on Developmental Disabilities.  Previously 
she served as the Medicaid specialist for the Division of Welfare and Supportive Services and 
before that was the Chief of Supportive Services for the Aging and Disability Services 
Division.  Dena has extensive experience in research, policy development, and system design 
relating to public assistance programs in addition to 12 years’ experience with the Nevada 
Medicaid Program.  She holds a bachelor degree from the University of Nevada, Reno.   

 
 
Laurie Squartsoff is the Administrator of the Division of Health Care Financing and Policy 
for DHHS.  She oversees the Nevada Medicaid program.  Laurie started her healthcare career 
as a pharmacist working in retail pharmacy in a state hospital before transitioning to Nevada 
Medicaid.  With her training as a healthcare professional and work experience, Laurie brings a 
focus on developing collaborative efforts to improve the health of Nevadans.  In addition, she 
has served as an account executive for Eli Lilly and Company and as a consultant with 
Professional Provider Services.  She balances her time with service on community and 
professional committees including the City of Sparks Charter Committee and the Committee 
for the Nevada Board of Pharmacy.   



 
 
Richard Whitley has served as the Administrator of the Division of Public and Behavioral 
Health of DHHS.  He oversees a public and private network of programs involving mental 
health, substance abuse, and developmental disabilities, as well as, operating the Rawson-Neal 
and Dini-Townsend psychiatric hospitals, and the Lake’s Crossing Center forensic facility.  
Richard is responsible for promoting and protecting the health of all Nevadans and visitors to 
the state through proactive leadership in public health initiatives, coupled with enforcement of 
the public health laws and regulations.  He began state service as the senior psychologist for 
the Women’s Correctional Facility in 1986.  Richard holds a bachelor degree from Willamette 
University, Oregon and a master of science degree in counseling psychology from Western 
Oregon University.   

 
 
Marsheilah D. Lyons is a Supervising Principal Research Analyst and has been with 
the Research Division of the Legislative Counsel Bureau (LCB) since 2000.  Prior to working 
at the LCB, she worked in social service organizations and local and state government.  
Marsheilah earned her master of arts degree in Christian education from the New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary with an emphasis in social work and her bachelor degree 
in occupational education with a minor in criminal justice from Wayland Baptist University.  
She most recently provided staff support to the Senate Committee on Health and Human 
Services and the Legislative Committee on Health Care. 

 
 
Megan Comlossy is a Senior Research Analyst with the Research Division of the LCB.  
Prior to joining the LCB, Megan worked a policy specialist at the National Conference of State 
Legislatures, where she specialized in health policy.  Megan holds a bachelor degree 
in international studies-political science from the University of California, San Diego, and 
a master degree in public policy from the University of Denver.   

 


