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Following the events of September 11, 2001, the 

federal government created the United States 

Department of Homeland Security (DHS) to 

provide a unifying core for the vast national network 

of organizations and institutions involved in keeping 

our nation safe.   

 

The Nevada Legislature already had concluded the 

2001 Session when the terrorist attacks occurred.  

Thus, before the next session in 2003, the 

Legislature had time to carefully review the USA 

PATRIOT Act of 2001, the recommendations of the 

National Conference of State Legislatures’ Task Force 

on Protecting Democracy, and the laws of other 

states, to craft legislation specifically tailored to 

Nevada’s needs.   

 

In order to facilitate coordination between federal, state, and local emergency management and law 

enforcement agencies, the Governor of Nevada created the Office of Homeland Security and the 

Joint  Information Center to ensure quick and effective responses to catastrophic events within 

the State.  As of 2011, the functions of the Office of Homeland Security and the Joint Information 

Center are housed within the Division of Emergency Management in the Department of Public Safety. 

 

NEVADA COMMISSION ON HOMELAND SECURITY 

 

As an additional resource in the fight against terrorism, the Nevada Commission on Homeland 

Security was created by the Nevada Legislature in 2003.  The Governor appoints 16 voting members 

who serve at the pleasure of the Governor.  The voting members must include the sheriffs and 

fire chiefs of Clark and Washoe Counties and an employee of the City of Las Vegas.  Additional 

voting members include a representative from each of the following:  the Clark County medical 

community, the broadcaster community, and tribal governments.  The Governor or the Governor’s 

designee serves as the chair of the Commission, and the chair appoints the vice chair.   

 

Nonvoting members include the head of Nevada’s office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, a 

representative of the DHS, and the Chief of the Division of Emergency Management.  Additionally, 

the Senate Majority Leader and the Speaker of the Assembly each appoint one legislator from his or 

her respective house to serve as a nonvoting member of the Commission.  
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The duties of the Commission include: 

 

 Making recommendations to the Governor, the Legislature, State agencies, local governments, 

businesses, and private citizens about actions to be taken to protect against terrorism; 

 

 Making recommendations, through the Division of Emergency Management, on the use of money 

received by the State from homeland security grants or related programs; 

 

 Proposing goals and programs to counteract acts of terrorism; 

 

 Ensuring the safety of Nevada’s residents and the critical infrastructures of the State by identifying 

the susceptibility of those infrastructures to terrorist acts; 

 

 Examining the use and deployment of response agencies; 

 

 Reviewing the interoperability of the State’s communications systems and the efficacy of 

emergency (911) telephone systems, including establishment of a State plan for the compatibility 

and interoperability of the State’s information and communication systems for response agencies 

and advising the Governor about such systems with particular emphasis on public safety 

radio systems; 

 

 Coordinating between government agencies to avoid duplication; and 

 

 Submitting an annual briefing to the Governor on the assessment of the State’s preparedness, 

including an assessment of response plans and vulnerability assessments of utilities, and public and 

private entities. 

 

RECENT LEGISLATIVE ACTION 

 

Nevada Commission on Homeland Security 

 

In the 2011 Session, the Legislature enacted Assembly Bill 549 (Chapter 474, Statutes of Nevada), 

which made several changes to the Commission and its duties.  The bill increased the size of the 

Commission by adding two voting members:  one to represent the broadcaster community and one to 

represent tribal governments in Nevada.  Additionally, the Chief of the Division of Emergency 

Management was added as a nonvoting member.   

 

The measure spelled out the process and respective responsibilities of the Division, the Governor, and 

the Commission for making recommendations and decisions about homeland security grants.  The 

Commission’s duties were amended to include an annual briefing to the Governor on the State’s level 

of preparedness.  Chapter 239C (“Homeland Security”) of Nevada Revised Statutes was revised to 

include tribal governments on a par with local governments in the State’s homeland security 

provisions to ensure that tribal governments are included in the planning and other activities 

undertaken by the Division and the Commission. 
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Disclosure of public documents related to homeland security requires balancing the State’s public 

records law that favors disclosure with the need for maintaining confidentiality to prevent certain 

information from falling into the wrong hands.  Assembly Bill 549 clarifies the level of access to 

certain confidential documents by the Legislative Auditor.  In addition, vulnerability assessments and 

emergency response plans submitted by utilities and public and private entities were added to the list 

of documents that may be declared confidential by executive order.  Every ten years, the Governor 

must review the documents declared by executive order to be confidential and decide whether there is 

a continued need for confidentiality. 

 

In a related measure, the 2013 Legislature approved Senate Bill 39 (Chapter 219, Statutes of Nevada), 

which provides that any committee appointed by the Chair of the Nevada Commission on Homeland 

Security enjoys the same exemptions from Nevada’s Open Meeting Law as does the Commission 

itself, provided the Commission approves of the Commissioner’s action in advance. 

 

Emergency Response and Disaster Preparedness 

 

Nevada has seen its fair share of disasters ranging from massive floods and devastating fires to large 

scale acts of violence.  From a national perspective, the inadequacy of governmental response to past 

disasters at all levels illustrated the need to continually review and update Nevada’s emergency 

response planning and preparedness.  In recent years, the Legislature has enacted several bills to 

address gaps in emergency response efforts.  Examples include:  

 

 Senate Bill 144 (Chapter 187, Statutes of Nevada 2009)—requiring a State plan addressing notice 

of actual or suspected bombs to public safety bomb squads and clarifying responsibilities in such 

situations; and 

 

 Senate Bill 147 (Chapter 140, Statutes of Nevada 2009)—addressing the role of broadcasters and 

their equipment during an emergency. 

 

Assembly Bill 98 (Chapter 216, Statutes of Nevada 2011), titled the “Uniform Emergency Volunteer 

Health Practitioners Act,” provides for advance registration of health practitioners and the adoption of 

regulations so that, in an emergency, Nevada is prepared to handle the surge of medical personnel 

who come to assist from other states. 

 

In an effort to provide for greater coordination between emergency response agencies, the 

2015 Legislature approved Assembly Bill 90 (Chapter 69, Statutes of Nevada), which creates 

the Nevada Intrastate Mutual Aid System within the Division of Emergency Management.  The bill 

creates an advisory committee, designated the Intrastate Mutual Aid Committee, to:  (1) advise and 

assist the Chief of the Division with the implementation and evaluation of the System; and (2) develop 

comprehensive guidelines and procedures regarding, among other things, requests and recordkeeping for 

intrastate mutual aid.  The measure also authorizes the Governor to request interstate mutual aid 

pursuant to the Emergency Management Assistance Compact. 
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Finally, with the rise of school shootings across the United States, including specific events in 

Nevada, the 2015 Legislature sought to ensure that schools in the State are taking the necessary steps 

to plan for unforeseen events.  Senate Bill 205 (Chapter 44, Statutes of Nevada 2015) requires 

Nevada’s Department of Education to develop a model plan for the management of a crisis or an 

emergency involving a public or private school.  This model plan must include certain procedures, 

plans, and information, including threats or hazards listed in the local county hazard mitigation plan, 

and be utilized by each school district, charter school, and private school in the development of 

local plans. 

 

REAL ID ACT OF 2005 

 

On May 11, 2005, President George W. Bush signed into law the REAL ID Act of 2005, which was 

attached to the “Emergency Supplemental Appropriations Act for Defense, the Global War on Terror, 

and Tsunami Relief, 2005” (H.R. 1268, Public Law 109-13).  Title II of REAL ID, “Improved 

Security for Drivers’ Licenses and Personal Identification Cards,” repeals the provisions of a 

December 2004 law that established a cooperative state-federal process to create federal standards for 

drivers’ licenses and instead imposes prescriptive federal driver’s license standards.   

 

The REAL ID Act places federal requirements on all state drivers’ licenses.  The goal of the Act is to 

combat terrorism, identity theft, and other crimes by strengthening the integrity and security of 

drivers’ licenses and state-issued identification cards.  The Act will require persons to have a 

compliant card to board an aircraft or to enter a nuclear power plant or certain federal buildings.   

 

As of October 1, 2020, the federal government will require drivers’ licenses or identification (ID) 

cards to be REAL ID compliant to board an aircraft or enter federal facilities where ID is required.  

Key measures that increase the level of assurance for a document include the following: 

 Information and security features that must be incorporated into each card; 

 

 Documentation and verification of an applicant’s identity, date of birth, Social Security number, 

and legal presence in the United States; 

 

 Checks to ensure that an individual does not hold multiple drivers’ licenses in other states; and 

 

 Minimum security standards for issuance of licenses and ID cards. 

 

Under Nevada law, applicants for drivers’ licenses and ID cards are already required to submit proof 

of identity, date of birth, Social Security numbers, and lawful status.  According to Nevada’s 

Department of Motor Vehicles, to obtain a REAL ID license or ID card, you must present proof of 

identity, a Social Security number, and two proofs of residence in person at the Department. 
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ADDITIONAL REFERENCES 

 

 Department of Motor Vehicles:  http://dmvnv.com/realid. 

 

 Office of Homeland Security, Department of Public Safety:  http://dem.nv.gov/.   

 

 U.S. Department of Homeland Security:  http://www.dhs.gov/.  
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