[bookmark: _GoBack]                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               





NEVADA LEGISLATURE
NEVADA SILVER HAIRED LEGISLATIVE FORUM
(Nevada Revised Statutes 427A.320 through 427A.400)

SUMMARY MINUTES AND ACTION REPORT

The fourth meeting of the Nevada Silver Haired Legislative Forum (NSHLF) for the 2011-2012 interim period was held on Tuesday, June 5, 2012, at 10:00 a.m. in Room 4401 of the Grant Sawyer State Office Building, 555 East Washington Avenue, Las Vegas, Nevada.  The meeting was videoconferenced to Room 3137 of the Legislative Building, 401 South Carson Street, Carson City, Nevada, and to Room 137, High Tech Center, Great Basin College, Elko, Nevada.

A copy of this set of “Summary Minutes and Action Report,” including the “Second Revised Meeting Notice and Agenda” (Exhibit A) and other substantive exhibits, is available on the Nevada Legislature’s website at http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Interim.  In addition, copies of the audio-video record may be purchased through the Legislative Counsel Bureau’s Publications Office (e‑mail: publications@lcb.state.nv.us; telephone:  775/684-6835).

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT IN LAS VEGAS:

Herbert E. Randall, Ed.D., President, Clark County Senatorial District No. 5, Silver Senator
Barbara Altman, Clark County Senatorial District No.9
Clo Banks, Clark County Senatorial District No. 3
Joann M. Bongiorno, Clark County Senatorial District No. 5
Evelyn A. Cannestra, Clark County Senatorial District No. 8
Verlia Davis Hoggard, Clark County Senatorial District No. 4
Rick Kuhlmey, Clark County Senatorial District No. 2
Lucy Peres, Silver Senator
Mary D. Roberts, Clark County Senatorial District No. 1
Russ Schoenbeck, Silver Representative
Rick A. Stanfill, Clark County Senatorial District No. 10
Ronald E. Stoller, Clark County Senatorial District No. 6
La Lonnie Strait, Silver Representative
Clare Tobler, Clark County Senatorial District No. 12
Harriet Trudell, Clark County Senatorial District No. 7

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT IN CARSON CITY:

Reba June Burton, Washoe County Senatorial District No. 2
Margaret Spooner, Central Nevada Senatorial District

COMMITTEE MEMBER PRESENT IN ELKO:

Ray B. Jones, Rural Nevada Senatorial District

COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT:

Jane Maxfield, Washoe County Senatorial District No. 4

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL BUREAU STAFF PRESENT:

Mary Shope, Coordinator, NSHLF, Administrative Division, Las Vegas Office
CALL TO ORDER AND OPENING REMARKS

Ronald E. Stoller, Forum Vice President, called the Nevada Silver Haired Legislative Forum’s (NSHLF) meeting to order.  Mr. Stoller welcomed guests and members of the public.  Later in the meeting, Ms. Shope called roll call and a quorum was determined to be present.

PRESENTATION ON THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT AND NEVADA SENIORS

Mark A. Hutchison; private attorney, co-founder of Hutchison and Steffen, LLC, and lead special counsel for the State of Nevada reference Federal healthcare litigation; focused on the constitutionality of the Affordable Care Act (ACA) and its implications to citizens.  (Exhibit B)

He summarized the constitutional issues of the ACA as presented to the Supreme Court of the United States.  He detailed the significance of States’ rights versus Federal Government’s rights.  If the ACA was upheld, Mr. Hutchison shared his concern that the legislation would have overreaching authority by requiring citizens to purchase health care.

Daliah H. Wachs, M.D., board certified family physician, and nationally syndicated medical radio host, shared her passion for medicine and her concerns regarding governmental interference into medicine, the appropriateness of patient care and the potential conflicts of the health care crisis.  (Exhibit C)

Dr. Daliah encouraged support for health care reform that allows physicians to provide care and resources without regulations and restrictions. She indicated optimal care should be determined by the patient, family, and physician, not insurance companies.

The Forum members participated in the discussion and shared their appreciation to both speakers.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Barry Gold, Director, Government Relations, AARP Nevada, opined seniors benefited from the positive provisions of the ACA.  He stated additional funding for Medicare programs resulted from monies saved by waste, fraud and abuse investigations.  In addition, he explained the importance of the Independent Payment Board, which deals with payment oversight, not treatment.

Clyde Dinkins, citizen, Las Vegas, indicated that presentations are more informative when they are scheduled during the same meeting.

President Randall announced his appointment to the White House Senior Community Leaders Summit, organized by the National Committee to Preserve Social Security and Medicare.

PRESENTATION ON AARP’s CAMPAIGN - “YOU’VE EARNED a SAY”

Barry Gold, previously identified, presented AARP’s National Campaign called “You’ve Earned a Say”.  To engage discussion, he conducted an interactive survey on the provisions of Medicare and Social Security.  He stated the information collected would be valuable when addressing the programs’ future benefits.  Mr. Gold encouraged all members to submit the questionnaire, as the statistics would be shared with Legislators. (Exhibit D)

Clyde Dinkins, previously identified, requested the Forum members explain their survey answers.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE MARCH 27, 2012 MEETING

President Randall presented the minutes and requested the members review the meeting minutes for approval.

The NSHLF APPROVED THE FOLLOWING ACTION:

LUCY PERES MOVED TO APPROVE THE MARCH 27, 2012, MEETING MINUTES AS SUBMITTED.  VERLIA DAVIS HOGGARD SECONDED THE MOTION, WHICH PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

DISCUSSION AND APPROVAL OF THE TREASURER’S REPORT FROM MARCH 27, 2012 TO APRIL 30, 2012

Joann M. Bongiorno, Treasurer of the NSHLF, provided an overview of the “Nevada Silver Haired Legislative Forum Summary of Receipts and Expenditures of Sources/Uses of Funds and Encumbrances,” for the monthly periods of 03/31/2012 and 04/30/2012.  She explained the expenditures as usual and customary expenses for the Forum’s meetings with a remaining balance of $2,874.63.  In addition, Ms. Bongiorno indicated the Reserved Portion of the Fund balance was $3,850.75.  (Exhibit E)

The NSHLF APPROVED THE FOLLOWING ACTION:

LUCY PERES MOVED TO APPROVE THE TREASURER’S REPORTS AS SUBMITTED.  EVELYN A. CANNESTRA SECONDED THE MOTION, WHICH PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

SOLICITATION AND FORUM DISCUSSION OF POSSIBLE RECOMMENDATIONS RELATING TO SENIORS

President Randall encouraged the Forum members to consider significant issues for the Nevada Legislature.  Additionally, he mentioned the Forum’s brochure was being revised.
President Randall stated Nevada’s Silver Alert program would be scheduled for public workshops and he would notify the members of those dates.

Rick Kuhlmey shared his concern regarding the budgetary reductions for the Nevada Department of Employment, Training and Rehabilitation’s programs.

Reba June Burton reiterated the importance of healthcare resources with appropriate funding for dental, hearing and vision programs.  Barbara Altman recommended enhanced information systems, which would make the services easily accessible.

Ms. Bongiorno, Ms. Trudell, Ms. Burton, and Ms. Davis Hoggard shared situations where seniors experienced rental hardships.  In efforts to curtail rental hardships, the Forum members requested additional research regarding rent control measures.

Mary D. Roberts encouraged additional diabetes awareness programs.

Ms. Peres and Ms. Davis Hoggard suggested airport design improvements that would assist travelers, especially seniors.

La Lonnie Strait shared Nevada Silver Haired Congress’ resolutions.  She highlighted a resolution for addressing the infrastructure of public telephone landlines, especially in the rural areas.

DISCUSSION OF FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS, MEETING DATES, AND EXPENDITURES

President Randall opened the discussion on future agenda items, meeting dates, and expenditures.  He elicited members to consider future legislative recommendations.

Ms. Shope provided a copy of Governor Sandoval’s Proclamation, which proclaimed May 2012 as Older Americans Month in Nevada.  (Exhibit F)

Ms. Shope announced the appointment of Mary Liveratti as Administrator of the Aging and Disability Services Division.  Recognized as an advocate for senior and disability issues, the Forum looks forward to working with her.  (Exhibit G)

Mary Shope referenced President Randall’s article in the current edition of Senior Connections.  She mailed copies to the members.

Ms. Shope stated Katherine “Kat” Miller was appointed Deputy Director for the Nevada Office of Veterans Services, upon the retirement of Carole Turner.

In addition, Ms. Shope mentioned the upcoming Legislative Committee on Health Care’s Task Force to Develop a State Plan to Address Alzheimer’s Disease meeting.
Mary Shope shared the news that Mr. Robert G. McCune, former NSHLF representative of Clark County Senatorial District No. 5, passed away April 2012.  She extended condolences to his wife and family.

Ms. Cannestra stated public hearings would be scheduled to address the smart meter opt-out proposals.  She encouraged members to support the proposal that did not create a financial hardship for the consumer.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

President Randall called for public comment; however, no testimony was presented.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Forum, the NSHLF APPROVED THE FOLLOWING ACTION:

LUCY PERES MOVED TO ADJOURN TODAY’S MEETING.  VERLIA DAVIS HOGGARD SECONDED THE MOTION, WHICH PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

President Randall adjourned the meeting at 12:47 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,



	
Mary Shope, Coordinator
Nevada Silver Haired Legislative Forum


APPROVED BY:



	
Herbert E. Randall, Ed.D., President
Nevada Silver Haired Legislative Forum

Date:  	



APPROVED BY:



	
Clo Banks, Secretary
Nevada Silver Haired Legislative Forum

Date:  	


LIST OF EXHIBITS

Exhibit A is the “Meeting Notice and Agenda” for June 5, 2012,  provided by Mary Shope, Coordinator, NSHLF, Administrative Division, Legislative Counsel Bureau.

Exhibit B is the biography of Mark A. Hutchison, co-founder of Hutchison and Steffen, LLC, provided by provided by Mary Shope, Coordinator.

Exhibit C is the biography of Daliah Wachs, M.D., provided by Mary Shope, Coordinator.

Exhibit D is the questionnaire titled “You’ve Earned a Say”, provided by Barry Gold, Director, Governmental Relations, AARP Nevada.

Exhibit E are documents titled “Legislative Counsel Bureau Sources/Uses of Funds and Encumbrances,” for the monthly periods ending 03/31/2012 and 04/30/2012, provided by Mary Shope, Coordinator.

Exhibit F is the proclamation titled “State of Nevada, Executive Department, A Proclamation by the Governor, Older Americans Month In Nevada”, provided by Mary Shope, Coordinator.

Exhibit G is media release titled “Administrator Appointment for Aging and Disability Services Division”, provided by Ms. Shope.

This set of “Summary Minutes and Action Report” is supplied as an informational service.  Exhibits in electronic format may not be complete.  Copies of the complete exhibits, other materials distributed at the meeting, and the audio record are on file in the Research Library of the Legislative Counsel Bureau, Carson City, Nevada.  You may contact the Library online at www.leg.state.nv.us/lcb/research/library/feedbackmail.cfm or telephone: 775/684-6827.
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