L CB File No. R082-08

PROPOSED REGULATION OF THE
DIVISION OF CHILD AND FAMILY SERVICES OF
THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

Add new definitionsto NAC 432B

1. Extremefear or terror- Extreme fear or terror is evidenced by an observable and substantial
impairment of the child’s ability to function within a normal range of performance or behavior which
isdirectly related to the parent/caretakers intense behaviors. Those behaviorsinclude, but are not
limited to; domestic violence directed toward any member of the family, threatening, rejection,
intimidation, excessively critical, shame, humiliation, disparaging and emotionally destructive
behaviors directed toward the child.

2. Safety Assessment- A systematic collection of information about threatening family conditions and
current significant, and clearly observable threats to the safety of a child(ren).

3. Caregiver Protective Capacities. A parent’sor caregiver’s strengths or abilitiesto manage
existing safety threats, prevent additional safety threats from arising, or prevent risk influences from
creating a safety threat. Protective capacities may be grouped into three different categories that
include: cognitive, emotional and behavioral (personal and parenting).

Cognitive protective capacity refersto the parent’ s ability to recognize hazardous conditionsin
a child’'s physical environment or recognize others who may present a threat to a child.
Anocther cognitive capacity isthe ability of the caregiver to defer his’lher own needsin favor of
thechild's. It is specific intellect, knowledge, understanding and perception that resultsin
parenting and protective vigilance.

Behavioral protective capacity can include meeting the basic needs of the child and protecting
the child from others as needed for child safety. Physical protection might mean the ability to
physically isolate the child or to mediate conflicts that could escalate into harmful situations.
In addition, the caregiver must address forms of personal behavior or conditions that may
contribute to the child being unsafe, such as: alcohol and drug abuse, selection of dangerous
partners, and mental health issues. It is specific action, activity, performance that is consistent
with and resultsin parenting and protective vigilance.

Emotional protective capacity refersto the attachment or emotional bond between a child and
their parent or caregiver. Attachment constitutes an emotional bond that provides mativation
to protect and nurture a child. Consider how the attachment does or does not contribute to the
increased safety of the child and the potential impact of disrupted attachment. It is specific
feelings, attitudes, identification with a child and motivation that resultsin parenting and
protective vigilance.

4. Safety Plan: A time limited, written plan that is put into place upon contact with the
family when present and/or impending danger is manifested to ensure immediate
protection of a child. The safety plan must be sufficient to manage and control safety
threats, based on a high degree of confidence that it can be implemented and sustained.
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5. Vulnerable Child- A child who is unableto protect him/herself and dependent on othersfor
protection.

NAC 432B.160 Conduct and use of evaluation and investigation of report; determination

and protection of immediate safety of child (NRS 432B.190).

1. An evaluation or mvestlgatlon reqw ired by NAC 4328 150 must be conducted |n such a
manner as to determine fhow e
s} the potential harm to the child by remal nlng |n the home and to aseess |f the Chl|d is:

A. Currently safe or unsafe;

B. Atrisk of future abuse or neglect; and

C. : .

D. Whether the child and family should receive child welfare services or whether the family
should be referred to an agency which provides family assessment services.

2. Children Are Considered Safe When;

a) thereareno present danger or impending danger threats; or

b) the child is not vulnerable to harm as a result of present or impending danger
threats; or

c) there are safety threats and a vulnerable child AND the caregiver’s protective
capacities are able to control existing safety threats, thereby keeping the child
safe.
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—31 3. Determrnatron that a chrld is unsafe If the agency WhICh provrd&e chrld welfare
servrces determines that the child is unsafe Em—hrsheme} the agency shall
' e} determine whether a safety plan is

feas bIe or Whether removal is neces&ary to protect the child.
A safety plan:
(8) Must be established, if possible, to allow the child to remain in his home;
(b) Safety responses must have an immediate impact on controlling safety threats; and
(© Must betl melrmrted

theptan.—}
4} 4. After the agency which provides child welfare services addresses the immediate safety
concerns of the child who is the subject of the evaluation or investigation, the agency shall:

(&) Continuousdly re-evaluate the effectiveness and the need for the continuation of the
safety plan,

(b) Re-evaluate the need for continued out of home placement.
(c) Docu ment theee decrsr ons and actr ons.
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NAC 432B.260 Determination to take child into protective custody.
1. Before taking a child into temporary protective custody, an agency which provides child
welfare services must determme that the child is unsafe and cannot be safely mamtamed in

hls/her home.

2. If a ch|Id IS un&afe and cannot be &afely ma1 ntamed |n hIS/h hme then he/she must
be taken immediately into protective custody.
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