PROPOSED REGULATION OF THE
BOARD OF WILDLIFE COMMISSIONERS
LCB File No. R007-15

June 16, 2015

EXPLANATION — Matter in italics is new; matter in brackets [omitted-material] is material to be omitted.

AUTHORITY: §§1 and 2, NRS 501.105, 501.181 and 503.150.

A REGULATION relating to hunting; revising provisions relating to the carrying of a firearm in
the field while hunting under archery regulations or during a type of hunt that is
restricted to muzzle-loading firearms; and providing other matters properly relating
thereto.

Legislative Counsel’s Digest:

Existing regulations make it unlawful for a person to carry certain firearms in the field
while hunting under archery regulations or during a type of hunt that is restricted to muzzle-
loading firearms. (NAC 503.142, 503.144) This regulation allows a person to carry certain
handguns or other firearms in the field while hunting under those regulations or during that type
of hunt.

Section 1. NAC 503.142 is hereby amended to read as follows:

503.142 The Commission hereby establishes the following exceptions to paragraph (b) of
subsection 1 of NRS 503.150:

1. During a type of hunt that is restricted to muzzle-loading firearms, a person may hunt a
big game mammal only with a muzzle-loading rifle or muzzle-loading musket, and may use only
a lead ball, a lead bullet, a semi-jacketed bullet or a metal alloy bullet that expands. The use of
smokeless powder is prohibited. Only black powder or a black powder substitute may be used as
a propellant. A sabot round may be used. The muzzle-loading rifle or muzzle-loading musket

must have the following characteristics:
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(a) A wheel lock, matchlock or flintlock ignition system, or a percussion ignition system that
uses a primer or percussion cap;

(b) A single barrel of caliber .45 or larger; and

(c) Except as otherwise provided in NAC 503.146, open sights or peep sights. The use of a
sight that is operated or powered by a battery, electronics or a radioactive isotope such as tritium
is prohibited.
= The muzzle-loading rifle or the muzzle-loading musket is deemed to be not loaded if the
priming compound or element, such as the priming powder or the unfired primer or percussion
cap, is removed.

2. During a type of hunt that is restricted to muzzle-loading firearms, it is unlawful for a
person hunting under the authority of a tag for such a hunt to carry in the field a firearm or bow
and arrow except for:

(a) A muzzle-loading rifle or a muzzle-loading musket with the characteristics set forth in
subsection 1; or

(b) A Hlintleek-orpereussion} handgun |} which has a barrel length of less than 8 inches
and is not equipped with a telescopic sight, except that it is unlawful to use such a handgun to
hunt a big game mammal.

3. During a type of hunt in which the use of any legal weapon is authorized by a regulation
of the Commission, a person may hunt a big game mammal with a muzzle-loading rifle or
muzzle-loading musket only if:

(a) The muzzle-loading rifle or muzzle-loading musket has:

(1) A single barrel of caliber .45 or larger; and

(2) Open sights, peep sights or a rifle scope.
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(b) The person uses a lead ball, a lead bullet, a semi-jacketed bullet or a metal alloy bullet
that expands. A sabot round may be used.
= The muzzle-loading rifle or muzzle-loading musket is deemed to be not loaded if the priming
compound or element, such as the priming powder or the unfired primer or percussion cap, is
removed.

4. A person may hunt big game mammals with a rifle if the rifle uses a centerfire cartridge
of caliber .22 or larger.

5. A person may hunt big game mammals with a handgun if the handgun uses a centerfire
cartridge, has a barrel length of 4 inches or more and:

(a) Uses a cartridge of caliber .22 or larger with an overall loaded length of 2 inches or more;
or

(b) Uses a cartridge of caliber .24 or larger with a case of length no less than the length of the
case of a cartridge for a Remington magnum of caliber .44.

6. A person may hunt deer and mountain lion with a shotgun no larger than 10 gauge and no
smaller than 20 gauge. Only rifled slugs or shotgun rounds with sabots that contain a single
expanding projectile may be used when hunting deer. A shotgun that is used to hunt deer or
mountain lion pursuant to this subsection may be equipped with a smoothbore barrel or a barrel
that is partially or fully rifled.

Sec. 2. NAC 503.144 is hereby amended to read as follows:

503.144 1. Except as otherwise provided in paragraph (c) of subsection 4, the bowstring of
a bow used in hunting any game mammal or game bird must be moved or held entirely by the

muscle power of the shooter through all points of the draw cycle until release and may only be
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released by direct and conscious action of the shooter, either by relaxing the tension of the
fingers or by triggering the release action of a handheld release aid.

2. A bow used in hunting a big game mammal must have a peak draw weight of at least 40
pounds and, if the bow is a compound bow, a let-off of not more than 80 percent. Arrows used
in hunting big game mammals must be at least 24 inches long, weigh at least 300 grains and
have:

(a) Fixed broadheads that are at least 7/8-inch wide at the widest point; or

(b) Expandable, mechanical broadheads that are at least 7/8-inch wide at the widest point
when the broadhead is in the open position.

3. An arrow that is used in hunting any game mammal or game bird may be equipped with a
nock that is illuminated electronically or chemically.

4. It is unlawful for any person to:

(a) Carry any Hirearml} rifle or musket or handgun equipped with a telescopic sight or with
a barrel length of 8 inches or more in the field while hunting under archery regulations.

(b) Except as otherwise provided in this paragraph, carry a bow with an arrow nocked on the
bowstring while in or on any motorized vehicle while the vehicle is on a public highway or other
public right-of-way. The provisions of this paragraph do not apply to a person who is a
paraplegic, has had one or both legs amputated or has suffered a paralysis of one or both legs
which severely impedes his or her walking, if the motorized vehicle is not in motion.

(c¢) Hunt any game mammal or game bird with a bow that uses any mechanical device that is

capable of anchoring a nocked arrow at full draw or partial draw unless the person:
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(1) Is the holder of an archery disability permit issued pursuant to sectionl of fthis
regulation:} LCB File No. R107-14, which was adopted by the Board of Wildlife
Commissioners and was filed with the Secretary of State on December 22, 2014; and

(2) Ensures that the permit in his or her possession during any period in which he or she
uses the bow to hunt any game mammal or game bird.

(d) Hunt any wildlife with an arrow that has any explosive, electronic tracking device or
poison attached. As used in this paragraph, “poison” means any substance that, upon contact
with the species of wildlife that is hunted, is capable of causing injury, illness or death.

5. Asused in this section, “let off” means the amount of decrease in the draw weight of a

compound bow from the peak draw weight to the holding draw weight after the bow has reached

full draw.
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