PROPOSED REGULATION OF THE
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
LCB File No. R043-18

April 3, 2018

EXPLANATION — Matter in italics is new; matter in brackets [omitted-material] is material to be omitted.

AUTHORITY: §§1-14, NRS 385.080, 385.114 and 389.021.

A REGULATION relating to education; revising provisions governing courses in the arts; and
providing other matters properly relating thereto.

Legislative Counsel’s Digest:

Existing law requires the State Board of Education to establish courses of study for the
arts. (NRS 385.114, 389.018, 389.021) Existing regulations define “the arts” to include visual
arts, music and theater. (NAC 389.0355) Section 7 of this regulation revises this definition to:
(1) substitute the term “music theory and practice” for “music”; and (2) include dance theory and
practice and media arts within the definition of “the arts.”

Existing regulations prescribe art and music as courses of study for elementary school.
(NAC 389.195) Section 9 of this regulation instead prescribes visual art, music theory and
practice, media arts, dance theory and practice and theater as courses of study for elementary
school. Sections 10 and 11 of this regulation revise provisions governing required instruction in
the arts in the fifth grade and sixth, seventh or eighth grade, respectively. Section 14 of this
regulation repeals a provision governing required instruction in the arts in third grade. (NAC
389.272)

Existing regulations require a pupil to take a course of study in arts and humanities or
career and technical education to graduate from high school. (NAC 389.450) Existing regulations
prescribe permissible courses of study in arts and humanities, which include visual arts, music
and theater. (NAC 389.452) Section 12 of this regulation: (1) substitutes “music theory and
practice” for “music”; (2) provides examples of subjects that constitute “music theory and
practice”; and (3) adds media arts and dance theory and practice to the list of permissible courses
of study in arts and humanities. Section 13 of this regulation revises a provision governing
instruction in the arts in the 9th, 10th, 11th or 12th grade. Section 14 repeals obsolete definitions
associated with courses of study for the arts.

Section 1. Chapter 389 of NAC is hereby amended by adding thereto the provisions set
forth as sections 2 to 5, inclusive, of this regulation.
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Sec. 2. “Dance theory and practice” means a broad category of art that includes, without
limitation:

1. Expressive elements of dance;

2. Terminology that is used to describe dance;

3. Embodying concepts used in dance; and

4. Reflecting, critiquing and connecting personal experience to dance.

Sec. 3. “Media arts” means a broad category of art that includes, without limitation,
imaging, sound, moving images, virtual media and interactive media.

Sec. 4. “Music theory and practice” means a broad category of art that includes, without
limitation:

1. Analyzing, critiquing, describing, evaluating and moving to music;

2. Synthesizing the pupil’s knowledge of music in relation to history, culture, heritage
and other information and ideas;

3. Presenting or demonstrating musical works formally and informally; and

4. Expressing ideas and feelings through improvising, composing, arranging and
interpreting music.

Sec. 5. “Theater” means a broad category of art that includes, without limitation:

1. Scripted and unscripted activities designed to engage pupils in a wide range of real and
imagined situations; and

2. Theatrical conventions, including, without limitation, scripted plays, acting, public
performance and stagecraft.

Sec. 6. NAC 389.011 is hereby amended to read as follows:
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389.011 As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise requires, the words and terms
defined in NAC 389.015 to 389.046, inclusive, and sections 2 to 5, inclusive, of this regulation
have the meanings ascribed to them in those sections.

Sec. 7. NAC 389.0355 is hereby amended to read as follows:

389.0355 “The arts” means the areas of visual arts, music theory and practice, dance theory
and practice, media arts and theater.

Sec. 8. NAC 389.042 is hereby amended to read as follows:

389.042 “Visual arts” means a broad category of art that includes, without limitation:

1. Traditional fine art {such-as}, including, without limitation, drawing, painting,

printmaking , photography and sculpture;

2. [communicationand-designartsuch-asl Media arts, including, without limitation, film,
felevistongraphiesand production-design:} graphic communications, animation and
emerging technologies;

3. Axchiteeture-and} Architectural, environmental and industrial art {sueh-as}, including,
without limitation, folk art and urban, interior , product and landscape design; and

4. Pt
—5 Works fint} of art using materials, including, without limitation, ceramic, fibers,
jewelry, wood £} and paper . fand-othermaterials-}

Sec. 9. NAC 389.195 is hereby amended to read as follows:

389.195 1. The State Board of Education prescribes the following courses of study for
elementary schools:

(a) Reading.

(b) Language.
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(c) Social studies.

(d) Mathematics.

(e) Science.

(9 tArt} Visual art.

(g) Music {1} theory and practice.

(h) Health.

(i) Physical education.

(j) Computers.

(k) Media arts.

(1) Dance theory and practice.

(m) Theater.

2. In addition to the courses prescribed by subsection 1, a course of study in:

(a) Introduction to technology is prescribed for pupils in sixth, seventh or eighth grade.

(b) Academic achievement, career exploration, and personal and social development is
prescribed for pupils in seventh or eighth grade.

3. A local school board may offer:

(a) A course in a world language as an elective course for pupils in kindergarten through the
eighth grade.

(b) A course in home and career skills as an elective course for pupils in seventh and eighth

grades.

Sec. 10. NAC 389.2949 is hereby amended to read as follows:
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Instruction in the arts in the fifth grade must be designed so that pupils meet the following

standards of performance by the completion of the fifth grade:
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—1dentify preferred-characteristies-or meantnegstworks-ofviswalartd Creation of new

artistic work by conceiving and developing such work, alone and with others, as demonstrated
by the ability of the pupil to:

(a) Generate, conceptualize, organize and develop artistic ideas and work;
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(b) Refine and complete artistic work; and

(¢) Formally present completed artistic work.

2. Performance of artistic work through the interpretation and presentation of such work,
alone and with others, as demonstrated by the ability of the pupil to:

(a) Select, analyze and interpret artistic work for presentation;

(b) Develop and refine artistic techniques and work or presentation; and

(c¢) Convey meaning through the presentation of artistic work.

3. Understanding and evaluating, alone and with others, how the arts convey meaning, as
demonstrated by the ability of the pupil to:

(a) Perceive and analyze works of art;

(b) Interpret intent and meaning in works of art; and

(c¢) Apply prescribed criteria to evaluate works of art.

4. Use of external context in creating and evaluating works of art and finding personal
meaning in works of art, as demonstrated by the ability of the pupil to:

(a) Apply and relate knowledge and personal experience to create art; and

(b) Analyze works of art in light of societal, cultural and historical context to create a
deeper understanding of the works of art.

Sec. 11. NAC 389.443 is hereby amended to read as follows:

course-of study-thatis-offered-inthe public-elementarysehools} Instruction in the arts in the

sixth, seventh or eighth grade must be designed so that pupils meet the following standards of

performance by the completion of the eighth grade:
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(13 . 2

Creation of new

artistic work by conceiving and developing such work, alone and with others, as demonstrated
by the ability of the pupil to:

(a) Generate, conceptualize, organize and develop artistic ideas and work;

(b) Refine and complete artistic work; and

(c) Formally present completed artistic work.

2. Performance of artistic work through the interpretation and presentation of such work,
alone and with others, as demonstrated by the ability of the pupil to:

(a) Select, analyze and interpret artistic work for presentation;
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(b) Develop and refine artistic techniques and work or presentation; and
(c) Convey meaning through the presentation of artistic work.
3. Understanding and evaluating, alone and with others, how the arts convey meaning, as
demonstrated by the ability of the pupil to:
(a) Perceive and analyze works of art;
(b) Interpret intent and meaning in works of art; and
(c) Apply prescribed criteria to evaluate works of art.
4. Use of external context in creating and evaluating works of art and finding personal
meaning in works of art, as demonstrated by the ability of the pupil to:
(a) Apply and relate knowledge and personal experience to create art; and
(b) Analyze works of art in light of societal, cultural and historical context to create a
deeper understanding of the works of art.
Sec. 12. NAC 389.452 is hereby amended to read as follows:
389.452 1. The required course of study in arts and humanities may be one of the
following:
B+ (a) Visual arts.
4 (b) Music |
—34 theory and practice, including, without limitation:
(1) Composition and theory;
(2) Harmonizing instruments;
(3) Music technology; and
(4) Traditional ensembles.

(c) Theater.
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414 (d) World language.

B4 (e) Media arts.

(f) Dance theory and practice.

(g) Other courses which are submitted to and approved by the State Board of Education,
which may include the following:

K2} (1) American literature.

51 (2) Mythology.

Kt (3) The novel.

K} (4) Shakespearean literature.

Kext (5) The short story.

B} (6) Modern literature.

e (7) English literature.

1} (8) World literature.

9t (9) Creative writing.

9+ (10) The history of humans.

1o} (11) Psychology.

¥Ht (12) Creative thinking.

e (13) Humanities.

{1t (14) Sociology.

eyt (15) Cultural anthropology.

2. As used in this section:
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(a) “Composition and theory” means techniques that a composer uses to develop music to
convey meaning and intent using basic elements of music, subsets of those elements and
interactions between those elements.

(b) “Harmonizing instruments” means combining musical instruments to produce music,
including, without limitation, using traditional ensembles and emerging and traditional forms
such as guitar, electronic, mariachi, steel drums and Taiko drums.

(¢) “Music technology” means using technology in the musical arts, including, without
limitation, using electronic devices and computer software to facilitate playback, recording,
composition, storage, analysis and performance.

(d) “Traditional ensemble”:

(1) Means a group of persons organized to perform music, including, without limitation,
music performed by harmonizing instruments; and

(2) Includes, without limitation, large groups such as bands, orchestras and choirs and
small groups such as duets, trios and quartets.

Sec. 13. NAC 389.541 is hereby amended to read as follows:

39541 b el Tl e e e B el e e e e e e

1. Instruction in the arts in the 9th, 10th, 11th or 12th grades must be designed so that pupils
who elect to take a class in the arts meet the following standards of performance by the

completion of the 12th grade:
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(a) Creation of new artistic work by conceiving and developing such work, alone and with

others, as demonstrated by the ability of the pupil to:
(1) Generate, conceptualize, organize and develop artistic ideas and work;
(2) Refine and complete artistic work; and
(3) Formally present completed artistic work.
(b) Performance of artistic work through the interpretation and presentation of such work,
alone and with others, as demonstrated by the ability of the pupil to:
(1) Select, analyze and interpret artistic work for presentation;
(2) Develop and refine artistic techniques and work or presentation; and
(3) Convey meaning through the presentation of artistic work.
(¢) Understanding and evaluating, alone and with others, how the arts convey meaning,

as demonstrated by the ability of the pupil to:
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(1) Perceive and analyze works of art;
(2) Interpret intent and meaning in works of art; and
(3) Apply prescribed criteria to evaluate works of art.

(d) Use of external context in creating and evaluating works of art and finding personal

meaning in works of art, as demonstrated by the ability of the pupil to:

(1) Apply and relate knowledge and personal experience to create art; and

(2) Analyze works of art in light of societal, cultural and historical context to create a
deeper understanding of the works of art.

2. A pupil in the 9th, 10th, 11th or 12th grade who elects to take a class in the arts must
be:

(a) Designated as having a prescribed level of proficiency in the arts that are the subject of
the class. Such levels of proficiency may include, without limitation, novice, intermediate,
proficient, accomplished or advanced.

(b) Instructed and evaluated according to his or her proficiency level rather than grade
level and provided with the opportunity to acquire knowledge and skills appropriate for his or
her proficiency level.

Sec. 14. NAC 389.018, 389.021, 389.022, 389.024, 389.028, 389.030, 389.043 and 389.272

are hereby repealed.
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TEXT OF REPEALED SECTIONS

389.018 ““Aesthetic position” defined. (NRS 385.080)

“Aesthetic position” means a point of view concerning the nature of the visual arts such as
formalism, functionalism, hedonism, expressionism and realism.

389.021 “Dramatized event” defined. (NRS 385.080)

“Dramatized event” means a method of telling a story through the use of stage, film,
television, radio or computer discs.

389.022 “Dramatized idea or story” defined. (NRS 385.080)

“Dramatized idea or story” means a method of communicating an idea or telling a story
through a variety of theatrical techniques such as pantomime, creative movement, improvisation,
creative drama, storytelling, choral reading, story theater, puppetry, readers’ theater, role-playing
and theater games.

389.024 “Elements of music” defined. (NRS 385.080)

“Elements of music” means pitch, rhythm, harmony, dynamics, timbre, texture and form.

389.028 “Historical periods” defined. (NRS 385.080)

“Historical periods” means major points in the history of mankind in which significant
contributions to the theater have been made, such as fifth century Greece, the Elizabethan era,
the French neoclassic period and the Restoration.

389.030 “Level of musical difficulty” defined. (NRS 385.080)
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“Level of musical difficulty” means a level of difficulty for playing music on a scale with six
levels that are more particularly described as follows:

1. Level 1 is the “very easy” level and is characterized by the ability of the pupil to perform
music that uses easy keys, meters and rhythms, and contains limited ranges.

2. Level 2 is the “easy” level and is characterized by the ability of the pupil to perform
music that may include changes of tempo, key and meter, and contains modest ranges.

3. Level 3 is the “moderately easy” level and is characterized by the ability of the pupil to
perform music that contains moderate technical demands, expanded ranges and varied
interpretive requirements.

4. Level 4 is the “moderately difficult” level and is characterized by the ability of the pupil
to perform music that requires well-developed technical skills, attention to phrasing and
interpretation, and the ability to perform various meters and rhythms in a variety of keys.

5. Level 5 is the “difficult” level and is characterized by the ability of the pupil to perform
music that requires advanced technical and interpretive skills, the ability to perform unusual
meters, complex rhythms and subtle dynamic requirements, and contains key signatures with
numerous sharps and flats.

6. Level 6 is the “very difficult” level and is characterized by the ability of the pupil to
perform music that is suitable for pupils who are musically mature and of exceptional
competence.

389.043 “Visual characteristics” defined. (NRS 385.080)

“Visual characteristics” means distinguishing traits, qualities or properties that may be seen
and identified in a work of visual art.

389.272 The arts. (NRS 385.080, 385.110, 389.0185, 389.520)
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By the end of the third grade, each pupil must know and be able to do everything required in
the previous grades for courses in the arts offered in public elementary schools. Instruction in the
arts in the third grade must be designed so that pupils meet the following standards of
performance by the completion of the third grade:

1. For the area of music:

(a) Sing a varied repertoire of music alone and with others as demonstrated by the ability of
the pupil to:

(1) Sing folk songs, patriotic songs and multicultural songs with the correct pitch and
mood using the head tone;

(2) Sing simple ostinatos on pitch; and

(3) Maintain a part while singing a round in an ensemble.

(b) Perform a varied repertoire of music on instruments alone and with others as
demonstrated by the ability of the pupil to:

(1) Play a melodic or rhythmic pattern on instruments in the classroom using the proper
technique; and

(2) Accompany simple folk, traditional and multicultural music using accurate rhythmic
and melodic patterns.

(c) Improvise melodies, variations and accompaniments as demonstrated by the ability of the
pupil to improvise a rhythmic and melodic phrase while maintaining a steady beat.

(d) Compose and arrange music within specified guidelines as demonstrated by the ability of
the pupil to:

(1) Organize sounds into musical interpretations of stories, rhymes and poetry in large

groups;
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(2) With assistance from the teacher, create a two-phrase song or instrumental piece with a
beginning, middle and end using a pentatonic scale; and
(3) Organize simple pieces of music using a variety of sound sources.
(e) Read and notate music as demonstrated by the ability of the pupil to:
(1) Read quarter notes, quarter rests and eighth notes and perform through speaking, body
percussion and instruments that are out of pitch;
(2) Sing and play simple pentatonic patterns using solfege, numbers or letters;
(3) Use music symbols such as fermata, repeat signs and double bar lines;
(4) Notate a simple oral rthythmic pattern; and
(5) Notate a simple oral melodic pattern.
(f) Listen to, analyze and describe music as demonstrated by the ability of the pupil to:
(1) Identify rhythmic and melodic patterns that are repeated within a musical piece;
(2) Describe a simple musical form;
(3) Recognize the difference in vocal timbres among the male and female voices of
children when presented separately; and
(4) Recognize instruments that are out of pitch in a musical example.
(g) Evaluate music and musical performances as demonstrated by the ability of the pupil to:
(1) Use criteria provided by the teacher to evaluate performances and compositions; and
(2) Evaluate performances and compositions in his or her own words.
(h) Demonstrate knowledge of the historical periods and cultural diversity of music,
including, without limitation, the ability to:
(1) Identify various styles of music from diverse cultures; and

(2) Recognize that various styles of music are used in different settings.
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2. For the area of theater:
(a) Understand the components of a theatrical production, including, without limitation,
scriptwriting, directing and production as demonstrated by the ability of the pupil to:
(1) Write or improvise a simple script based on personal experience, imagination or the
retelling of a story;
(2) Create simple sets and sound effects for a dramatized idea or story; and
(3) Create props, costumes, masks or makeup for a dramatized idea or story.
(b) Understand and demonstrate the role of an actor in the theater as demonstrated by the
ability of the pupil to:
(1) Identify two of the different traits of a given person, animal or object;
(2) Portray two of the traits of a given person, animal or object; and
(3) Vocally and physically portray in a dramatized idea or story the varied emotions of a
character.
(c) Apply and demonstrate critical and creative thinking skills in theater, film, television and
electronic media as demonstrated by the ability of the pupil to:
(1) Express opinions related to a performance of another student or a visiting artist; and
(2) Differentiate between what is real and what is make-believe.
(d) Recognize and explain how theatrical experiences contribute to a better understanding of
history, culture and human relationships as demonstrated by the ability of the pupil to state the
similarities and differences between dramatic characters and real people.

3. For the area of visual arts:
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(a) Know and apply media, techniques and processes for developing visual arts as
demonstrated by the ability of the pupil to create works of visual art using different media,
techniques and processes and meeting most criteria assigned by the teacher.

(b) Use knowledge of the characteristics, purposes and functions of the visual arts as
demonstrated by the ability of the pupil to:

(1) Identify selected elements and principles of design in nature and works of visual art;
and
(2) Create works of visual art using various visual characteristics of visual art.

(c) Choose, apply and evaluate a range of subject matter, symbols and ideas for visual art as
demonstrated by the ability of the pupil to create works of visual art that demonstrate a choice of
subject matter and symbols to communicate meaning through such works.

(d) Understand the visual arts in relation to history and culture as demonstrated by the ability
of the pupil to:

(1) Match a work of visual art to a particular culture, time or place; and
(2) Create a work of visual art that is influenced by a particular historical period or culture.

(e) Analyze and assess characteristics, merits and meaning in the pupil’s own works of visual

art and the works of others as demonstrated by the ability of the pupil to brainstorm possible

meanings for a work of visual art.
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