PROPOSED REGULATION OF THE STATE BOARD OF
ARCHITECTURE, INTERIOR DESIGN AND
RESIDENTIAL DESIGN
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July 15,2022

EXPLANATION — Matter in italics is new; matter in brackets [emitted-material] is material to be omitted.

AUTHORITY: § 1, NRS 623.140 and 623.210; § 2, NRS 623.140.

A REGULATION relating to professions; revising provisions relating to another jurisdiction’s
registration as an architect being accepted by the State Board of Architecture, Interior
Design and Residential Design in lieu of an examination; clarifying certain provisions
relating to the use of corporate or fictitious names by certain persons; and providing
other matters properly relating thereto.

Legislative Counsel’s Digest:

Existing law requires the State Board of Architecture, Interior Design and Residential
Design to adopt: (1) regulations governing the examination of applicants for certificates to
practice architecture, interior design or residential design in this State; and (2) such other
regulations as may be necessary and proper to carry out the provisions governing architects,
interior designers and residential designers. (NRS 623.140)

Existing law authorizes the Board to waive all examinations for a certificate of
registration to practice architecture or residential design and, instead, accept satisfactory
evidence of registration as an architect in another jurisdiction where the qualifications required
are equal to those required in this State. Existing law authorizes the Board to require as
satisfactory evidence of such registration in another jurisdiction a certificate of the National
Council of Architectural Registration Boards. (NRS 623.210) Existing regulations establish the
qualifications an applicant must have to be eligible to present satisfactory evidence of
registration in another jurisdiction to obtain a waiver of certain examinations, including, without
limitation, requirements that: (1) at the date of application, the applicant qualifies to take the
architect’s examination; (2) the applicant holds a current certification by the National Council of
Architectural Registration Boards; and (3) the applicant has passed one examination prepared by
the National Council or an examination considered equivalent by the Board. (NAC 623.410)
Section 1 of this regulation: (1) exempts applicants who are subject to a Mutual Recognition
Agreement between the National Council of Architectural Registration Boards and a similar
entity in a foreign country from the requirement that, at the date of application, the applicant
qualifies to take the architect’s examination; (2) includes a current certification that has resulted
from such a Mutual Recognition Agreement as a current certification by the National Council of
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Architectural Registration Boards that an applicant must hold; and (3) removes the inclusion of
the seven-part national examination prepared by the National Council as an examination that the
applicant may pass to satisfy the requirement to have passed an examination prepared by the
National Council or an examination considered equivalent by the Board.

Existing regulations establish the manner in which a person who is registered to practice
interior design may use a corporate or fictitious name for his or her firm, partnership, association
or corporation. Existing regulations authorize the inclusion of the names of natural persons,
including the name of a retired or deceased person or name of a person who is a member of
certain other businesses, in the name of the registrant’s firm, partnership, association or
corporation only if certain conditions are satisfied. (NAC 623.740) Section 2 of this regulation
revises the requirements for indicating the names of such persons to specify that those
requirements apply to public communications made by the registrant.

Section 1. NAC 623.410 is hereby amended to read as follows:

623.410 1. Except as otherwise provided in paragraph (g), the Board will, in lieu of all
examinations, accept satisfactory evidence of an applicant’s registration and certification as an
architect in another jurisdiction if the applicant has all of the following qualifications:

(a) Is of good moral character.

(b) At Except for an applicant who is subject to a Mutual Recognition Agreement, at the
date of application, qualifies to take the architect’s examination.

(c) Holds a current certification by the National Council of Architectural Registration Boards,
including, without limitation, a current certification that has resulted from a Mutual
Recognition Agreement, and the file which is maintained by the National Council shows that the
applicant is in good standing. The applicant must request that the National Council transmit a
copy of this file to the Board.

(d) Has passed the:

(1) Architect Registration Examination prepared by the National Council of Architectural

Registration Boards;
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(2) Professional examination prepared by the National Council of Architectural
Registration Boards and the qualifying test or equivalency examination if required by the

standards of the National Council; or

—4} Any other examination the Board considers equivalent.

= If the examination was prepared by the National Council {} of Architectural Registration
Boards, the examination and the procedures used in grading it must meet the standards of the
National Council at the time the applicant took the examination.
(e) Has acceptable qualifications concerning seismism, such as having completed:
(1) The structural examination of the National Council of Architectural Registration
Boards; or
(2) A treatise that has been accepted by a member Board within Region 6 of the Western
Conference of the Architectural Registration Boards.
(f) Has a record which does not show any revocation or suspension of a registration for any
disciplinary reason.
(g) Has successfully completed a brief written examination covering chapter 623 of NRS, the
appropriate code of ethics and the provisions of this chapter.
(h) If required, at the discretion of the Executive Director or a person otherwise authorized by
the Board, has received a favorable evaluation based on a personal interview before the Board.

Each interview will be conducted at a time and place designated by the Board.
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2. If the applicant meets all the qualifications set forth in this chapter and chapter 623 of
NRS and receives the approval of the Board, the applicant is entitled to registration as an
architect if the applicant submits the applicable fee for certification.

3. As used in this section, “Mutual Recognition Agreement” means a Mutual Recognition
Agreement between the National Council of Architectural Registration Boards and an entity
that represents architectural licensing authorities or registration boards in a foreign country.

Sec. 2. NAC 623.740 is hereby amended to read as follows:

623.740 1. Every corporate or fictitious name proposed for use by a registrant’s firm,
partnership, association or corporation must be submitted to the Board for review and approval
before it is adopted and used by the firm, partnership, association or corporation.

2. A registrant’s firm, partnership, association or corporation may do business under a
fictitious name if the name is submitted to the Board for review and is approved by the Board
before it is adopted and used by the business. The decision by the Board to approve or
disapprove the name will be based upon whether the proposed name complies with the wording
and intent of the Board’s applicable code of ethics, guidelines for corporate and fictitious names
for registered architects, interior designers or residential designers and chapter 623 of NRS.

3. The name of a registrant’s firm, partnership, association or corporation may include
names of natural persons only as follows:

(a) The name of a living registrant who is a member of the business or a former registrant
who is or was a member of the business and who is retired or deceased. The status of a retired
member must be indicated on fthe-letterhead-efa} any public communication that is made by
the registrant and which relates to the registrant’s business by the word “retired.” The status of

a deceased member must be indicated on {theletterhead-ofal any public communication that is
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made by the registrant and which relates to the registrant’s business by the word “deceased” or
numerals showing the years of the member’s birth and death.

(b) The name of a person who is a member of another architectural or engineering business or
business for the practice of landscape architecture only if the person is a living registered
architect or landscape architect or licensed professional engineer and is clearly indicated on any
public communication that is made by the registrant as being an architect, landscape architect
or professional engineer.

(¢) The name of a person who is a member of another registered interior designer business or
residential designer business only if the person is a living registered interior designer or
residential designer and is clearly indicated on any public communication that is made by the
registrant as being a registered interior designer or residential designer.

4. A firm, partnership, association or corporation which is authorized by the Board to use a
corporate or fictitious name shall file with the Board the name of each stockholder, director or
other member of the business and shall display all the names and the professional status of each
registrant on its letterhead.

5. Every architectural firm, registered interior designer firm or residential designer firm,
partnership, association or corporation shall notify the Board in writing within 30 days after:

(a) Any change in the ownership or management of the firm, partnership, association or
corporation; and

(b) Any change of a fictitious name that occurs after the initial approval of the Board.

6. A licensee may not use the name of a registrant’s firm, partnership, association or
corporation or represent a registrant’s firm, partnership, association or corporation in a manner

which reflects the association of another licensee who is not a member of that business.
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7. A registrant’s firm, partnership, association or corporation requesting to use the plural

99 ¢

term “architects,” “registered interior designers” or “residential designers” must have more than
one such Nevada registrant employed with the firm.

8. The Board will approve or deny an application for a name based upon the protection of
the general public, which may include, without limitation, the denial of an application if the
Board determines the proposed name is potentially false, deceptive or misleading to the general
public.

9. Asused in this section:

(a) “Fictitious name” means a name that is not the real name of each registrant who is a
member of a firm, partnership, association or corporation.

(b) “Member” means a person who holds not less than 1 percent financial interest in a firm,

partnership, association or corporation.

29 ¢ 99 ¢

(c) The terms “registrant,” “registered architect,” “registered landscape architect,”

29 ¢

“professional engineer,” “registered interior designer” and “registered residential designer”

include only persons registered or licensed in this State.
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