


 

 
requirements. (NRS 631.190, NRS 631.312) 

In addition to the requirements set forth in NRS 631.312(1)(c), a dental 

therapist applicant shall complete a program of dental therapy: 

 
and 
 2. That includes a curriculum of at least 3 years of academic instruction in dental 

therapy for its academic equivalent. 

NAC 631. Dental Therapists: Eligibility to apply for license; educational 

1. In which the applicant completes at least 500 clinical practice hours in the 

dental therapy program, which will include practice hours in extractions and restorations, 

which clinical practice hours shall not be counted towards the hours of clinical practice 

as a dental therapist as set forth in NRS 631.3122(1)(a), (b), or (c); 

https://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-631.html#NRS631Sec190
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-631.html#NRS631Sec312
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NAC 631. 
 

631.190, NRS 631.312) 

Except as otherwise provided in NRS 622.090, in fulfillment of the statutory 

requirements of paragraph (a) of subsection 1 of NRS 631.3121, an applicant taking 

the clinical examination approved by the Board and the American Board of Dental 

Examiners Commission on Dental Competency Assessments-Western Regional 

Examining Board (“CDCA-WREB”) or the clinical examination administered by the 

Western Regional Examining Board CDCA-WREB must: 

 1. Pass a Dental Therapy Simulated Clinical Examination or a comparable 

examination administered by the Western Regional Examining Board CDCA-WREB, as 

applicable; 

 2. Demonstrate proficiency in endodontics on a simulated mannequin as the 

organization administering the clinical examination requires; 

 3. Demonstrate proficiency in the preparation and placement of pre-formed 

crowns on a simulated mannequin, as the organization administering the clinical 

examination requires; 

 4. Demonstrate proficiency in restorative dentistry on a live patient as the 

organization administering the clinical examination requires; and 

 5. Perform such other procedures as the Board requires. 

 

Examination for  license  to  practice  dental  therapy. (NRS 

https://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-631.html#NRS631Sec190
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-631.html#NRS631Sec312
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-622.html#NRS622Sec090
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-631.html#NRS631Sec3121
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-631.html#NRS631Sec190


 

 
(NRS 631.190, NRS 631.105, NRS 631.312, NRS 631.3122, NRS 631.3123) 

 
authorizing dentist of a dental therapist: 

  1. Designates a patient of record upon whom the procedures are to be performed by 

the dental therapist. 

  2. Describes the procedures to be performed to the dental therapist. 

  3. Examines the patient before prescribing the procedures to be performed by the 

dental therapist. 

 4. Examines the patient upon completion of the procedures that were performed by 

the dental therapist. 

 

NAC 631. ”Direct Supervision” defined for purposes of NRS 631.3122. 

For purposes of NRS 631.3122, “Direct Supervision” shall, in addition to the 

definition set forth for “Supervision by a dentist” under NRS 631.105, require that the 
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agreement. (NRS 631.190, NRS 631.312, NRS 631.3122, NRS 631.3123) 

  A dental therapy written practice agreement, as set forth in NRS 631.3122 and 

NRS 631.3123, shall require: 

1. procedures to be used for the duplication, maintenance and storage, by the 

authorizing dentist, of all patient records generated by the dental therapist; 

2. procedures to be used for the management of medical emergencies, including, but 

not limited to, CPR training and certification, first aid, automated external 

defibrillator (AED), and supplemental oxygen; 

3. procedures outlining the roles of every staff member to assist during medical 

emergencies; 

4. the plan for monthly review of patient records as required under NRS 631.3123(4) 

shall include a written log maintained by the authorizing dentist that: 

a. includes evaluations of patient referrals and referral follow-up to the 

authorizing dentist or an appropriate dental specialist; and 

b. includes de-identified patient demographic information to be available for 

review and examination by the Board; and 

5. procedures for dispensing and administering medication, as clearly defined in 

the written practice agreement and subject to the restrictions set forth under 

NRS 631.3127. 

 

NAC 631. Required  provisions  of  dental  therapy  written  practice 

https://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-631.html#NRS631Sec190
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-631.html#NRS631Sec312
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-631.html#NRS631Sec3122
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-631.html#NRS631Sec3123
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-631.html#NRS631Sec3122
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-631.html#NRS631Sec3123
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-631.html#NRS631Sec31243
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-631.html#NRS631Sec31243
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-631.html#NRS631Sec3127


 

 

therapist. (NRS 631.190, NRS 631.312, NRS 631.3122, NRS 631.360) 

In addition to the requirements for an authorizing dentist supervising dental 

therapist as set forth in NRS 631.3122 and NRS 631.3123, the authorizing dentist 

must also address, within the practice agreement: 

1. provisions for another dentist or specialist to provide any service needed by the 

dental therapist's patient that exceeds the dental therapist's authorized scope of practice; 

2. provisions regarding any limitation on services, practice settings, and patient 

groups to be treated by the dental therapist, including practice settings pursuant to 

NRS 631.3122(3) and age-specific or procedure-specific practice protocols including, but 

not limited to, case selection criteria, assessment guidelines and imaging frequency; 

3. provisions regarding any limitation on practice settings established by the 

authorizing dentist and the level of supervision required for various services or treatment 

settings; 

4. establish practice protocols, including protocols for informed consent, 

recordkeeping, managing medical emergencies and providing care to patients with 

complex medical conditions, including requirements for consultation before initiating 

care; 

5. establish practice protocols for quality assurance, administering and dispensing 

medications and supervising dental assistants; and 

6. establish practice protocols to govern situations in which the dental therapist 

encounters a patient requiring treatment that exceeds the dental therapist's authorized 

scope of practice or the limits imposed by written practice agreement. 

 

7.  attest in writing that the supervising dentist does not have any pending claims and/or  

disciplinary action with the Nevada Board of Dental Examiners against him/her at the  

time of execution of the practice agreement.  

 

8.  provision acknowledging that should the supervising dentist become the subject of a  

claim and/or disciplinary action with the Nevada Board of Dental Examiners subsequent  

 to the execution of the practice agreement and during the term of the agreement, the  

 supervising dentist must provide notification to the dental therapist that he/she is the  

 subject of a board investigation and shall adhere to the requirements as outlined in 

NAC 631._____, which includes, but is not limited to, discontinuing the supervision of 

the dental therapist in his/her clinical practice until the investigation has been completed  

and the Board has authorized the parties to resume the practice agreement. 
 

NAC 631. Requirements of authorizing  dentist supervising  a dental 

https://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-631.html#NRS631Sec190
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NAC 631. Notification to dental therapist if authorizing dentist is under 
 

board investigation. (NRS 631.190, NRS 631.312, NRS 631.3122, NRS 631.360) 

 
dentist who is not the current subject of an investigation pursuant to NRS 631.360. 

If an authorizing dentist is notified by the Board that they current subject of an 

investigation pursuant to NRS 631.360, that authorizing dentist shall: 

 
supervise the dental therapist; 

 
the investigation has been completed and the Board has authorized the parties to  

resume the practice agreement; 

 

3 . i mme d i a t e l y  n o t i f y  t h e  Bo a r d  o f  t h e  s u p e r v i s i n g  d e n t i s t ’ s  

p r a c t i c e  a g r e e me n t  w i t h  t h e  d e n t a l  t h e r a p i s t  a n d  p r o v i d e  a   

c o p y  o f  t h e  a g r e e me n t  t o  t h e  Bo a r d  a n d  p r o o f  t h a t  t h e  

s u p e r v i s i n g  d e n t i s t  n o t i f i e d  t h e  d e n t a l  t h e r a p i s t  o f  t h e  

p e n d i n g  c l a i m  a n d / o r  d i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t i o n ;  

 

1 .  the authorizing dentist may only resume supervision of the dental  

therapist if the investigation did not result in a disciplinary action and the Board  

has authorized the parties to resume the practice agreement; and 

 

2. the dental therapist must enter into a new written practice agreement  

with another authorizing dentist which must be reviewed and approved by the  

Board before they can resume clinical dental therapy practice. 
 

In addition to the requirements for an authorizing dentist supervising dental therapist 

as set forth in NRS 631.3122(4), the holder of a license or renewal certificate to 

practice dental therapy may practice only under the authorization of a 

1. notify any dental therapist with whom they have entered into a written practice 

agreement within 7 business days that they are disqualified from continuing to 

2. discontinue directly supervising the dental therapist in his or her clinical 

practice upon providing the dental therapist with notice of their disqualification until 
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NAC 631.   Dental therapists: Authorization to perform certain services; 

referral of patient to authorizing dentist for certain purposes. (NRS 631.190, NRS 

631.312, NRS 631.3122, NRS 631.3124, NRS 631.3125, 631.313, 631.317) 

1. A dental therapist may provide the following services under the indirect 

supervision of the authorizing dentist if the authorizing dentist has given the dental 

therapist written authorization and standing protocols for the services and reviews patient 

records as provided by the written practice agreement pursuant to NRS 631.3122: 

(a) Making and exposing cone-beam radiographs. 

(b) Application of topical preventive or prophylactic agents, including fluoride 

varnishes and pit and fissure sealants when indicated only if radiographs 

obtained within 6 months 

(c) Remove excess cement from cemented restorations or orthodontic appliances 

without rotary • Re-cement and repair temporary crowns and bridges 

(d) Re-cement permanent crowns and bridges with nonpermanent material as a 

palliative treatment 

(e) Administer local intraoral chemotherapeutic agents in any form except aerosol 

including: 

a. Antimicrobial agents; 

b. Fluoride preparations; 

c. Topical Anesthetics; and 

d. Topical Desensitizing agents 

 
(f) Minor adjustments and repairs of removable partial dentures 

(g) Placement and removal of space maintainers. 

2. A dental therapist may provide the following services only under the direct 

supervision of a dentist, as set forth under NAC 631. , and, prior to dismissal of the 

patient, the authorizing dentist must review and evaluate the patient and treatment 

rendered by the dental therapist: 

(a) Cavity preparation 

(b) Restoration of primary and permanent teeth 

(c) Extractions of primary teeth and permanent teeth with grade three plus mobility 

with recorded periodontal charting 

(d) Preparation and placement of preformed crowns on primary teeth 

(e) Indirect and direct pulp capping of permanent 

(f) Administration of local anesthetic 
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(g) Sub-gingival Curettage 

(h) fabricating mouth guards for TMJ dysfunction or sleep disorders; and 

(i) Definitive charting of the oral cavity. 

3. A dental therapist may provide the following services to a patient who has not first 

seen a dentist for examination if the authorizing dentist has given the dental therapist 

written authorization and standing protocols for the services and reviews patient records 

as provided by the written practice agreement pursuant to NRS 631.3122: 

(a) Making radiographs PA, Bitewings and Panorex 

(b) Mechanical polishing 

(c) Application of desensitizing medication or resin o Preliminary charting of the oral 

cavity 

(d) Removal of sutures 

(e) Oral health instruction and disease prevention education, including nutritional 

counseling dietary analysis; and 

(f) Fabricating mouth guards for use in sports protection 

 


