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The following statement is submitted for adopted amendments to Nevada Administrative Code 
(NAC) Chapter 488. 
 
1. A clear and concise explanation of the need for the adopted regulation: 
In 2012 the United States Coast Guard (USCG) amended 33 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 
Parts 173, 174, 181 and 187 in order to modernize and standardize vessel database information 
and terminology collected by all of the states.  These changes were intended to improve boating 
safety efforts, enhance law enforcement capabilities, clarify requirements, and promote USCG 
strategic goals and maritime safety and security.  As such, Nevada Revised Statutes (NRS) 
Chapter 488 was revised during the 2015 legislative session (Assembly Bill 35).  Nevada 
Administrative Code (NAC) Chapter 488 (Watercraft) is now being revised for compliance with 
the NRS and CFR.  This regulation addresses changes associated with vessel hull numbers 
(similar to Vehicle Identification Numbers (VINs)), the verification and issuance of hull 
numbers; the content of applications for certificate of number (i.e., vessel registration) and 
certificate of ownership (i.e., title), additional definitions and descriptions, and personal 
identification information of owners.  Per 33 CFR, states must be compliant by January 2017. 
 
2. Description of how public comment was solicited, a summary of public response, and 

an explanation of how other interested persons may obtain a copy of the summary: 
Public comment was solicited through a workshop of the regulation which involved the County 
Advisory Boards to Manage Wildlife meetings and Nevada Board of Wildlife Commission 
meetings.  Regulation workshop occurred during the Commission’s May 13, 2016 meeting and 
the regulation was adopted at the Commission’s June 25, 2016 meeting.  There were no public 
comments presented at the County Advisory Boards to Manage Wildlife meetings preceding the 
Commission’s May and June meetings.  Furthermore, there was no public comment presented at 
the May and June Commission meetings.   

 
3. The number of persons who: 
 

(a) Attended each hearing: May 13, 2016 Workshop: 58 attendees, and June 25, 2016 
Adoption: 28 attendees. 
 

(b) Testified at each hearing: No public testimony at the May 13, 2016 Workshop or 
the June 25, 2016 Adoption. 

 
(c) Submitted written comments: There were not any written comments received. 



 
4. For each person identified in number 3 above, the following information if 

provided to the agency conducting the hearing: 
None 
(a) Name:  
(b) Telephone number: 
(c) Business address: 
(d) Business telephone number: 
(e) Electronic mail address: 
(f) Name of entity or organization represented: 

 
5. A description of how comment was solicited from affected businesses, a summary of 

their response, and an explanation how other interested persons may obtain a copy of 
the summary: 

Comment was not solicited from businesses because this regulation does not affect businesses.  
This regulation only pertains to vessel owners. 
 
6. If the regulation was adopted without changing any part of the proposed regulation, a 

summary of the reasons for adopting the regulation without change: 
The regulation was adopted with minor changes identified.   

 
7.  The estimated economic effect of the adopted regulation on the businesses which it is 

to regulate and on the public. These must be stated separately, and each case must 
include: 

 
(a) Estimated effect on business: 

 
1) Both adverse and beneficial effects:    

This regulation may affect some governmental agencies with vessels (e.g., county sheriff’s 
offices), and commercial vessel and vessel rental businesses, but only if existing hull numbers on 
the vessels do not meet USCG requirements.  Of the approximately 40,000 vessels registered 
with the Department in recent years, the Department estimates that approximately 800 to 1,200 
vessels have existing hull numbers which are non-compliant.  In these cases, at the time the 
owner(s) renew the registration or make changes to the title, the vessels will be subject to a 
physical inspection conducted by Department staff, prior to being assigned a new hull number.  
In those cases the adverse effect might be the inconvenience to the owner if he/she is required to 
bring the vessel to a Department office.  However, under certain conditions, Department staff 
may travel to the commercial/rental location to conduct the inspection on site and assign the new 
hull number.  Regardless of inspection location, there are no new fees or costs associated with 
this regulation.  The beneficial effect of this regulation is that for those vessels with a non-
compliant hull number, once the compliant hull number is assigned and affixed to the vessel, the 
owner will have legal registration and title documents meeting USCG requirements.   
 

2) Both immediate and long-term effects:   
Once the compliant hull number is assigned and affixed to the vessel, the owner will have legal 
registration and title documents meeting USCG requirements.     



(b) Estimated effect on the public: 
 

1) Both adverse and beneficial effects: and   
This regulation may affect private vessel owners if the existing hull number on their vessel(s) 
does not meet USCG requirements.  Of the approximately 40,000 vessels registered with the 
department in recent years, the department estimates that approximately 800 to 1,200 vessels 
have existing hull numbers which are non-compliant.  In these cases, at the time the owner(s) 
renew the registration or make changes to the title, the vessels will be subject to a physical 
inspection conducted by department staff, prior to being assigned a new hull number.  In those 
cases the adverse effect might be the inconvenience to the owner if he/she is required to bring the 
vessel to a department office.  Regardless of inspection location, there are no new fees or costs 
associated with this regulation.  The beneficial effect of this regulation is that for those vessels 
with a non-compliant hull number, once the compliant hull number is assigned and affixed to the 
vessel, the owner will have legal registration and title documents meeting USCG requirements.   
 

2) Both immediate and long-term effects:   
Once the compliant hull number is assigned and affixed to the vessel, the owner will have legal 
registration and title documents meeting USCG requirements.     
 
8. The estimated cost to the agency for enforcement of the adopted regulation: 
The cost to implement will be short term as there will be database programming changes 
required to capture the new data that is required by the USCG.  The Department has a contract in 
place with programming monies available to cover programming related to such regulatory 
changes.  The enforcement of the regulation will be incorporated into the daily business of the 
Department. 
 
9. A description of any regulations of other state or government agencies which the 

proposed regulation overlaps or duplicates and a statement explaining why the 
duplication or overlapping is necessary. If the regulation overlaps or duplicates a 
federal regulation, the name of the regulating federal agency: 

The United States Coast Guard (USCG) amended 33 CFR Parts 173, 174, 181 and 187, and 
Nevada adopted required statute changes in NRS 488, via Assembly Bill 35, to comply with the 
CFR.  NAC 488 changes now allow the Department to meet the requirements of both the CFR 
and NRS.  Each state is required to implement these changes at the state level by January 2017. 
 
10. If the regulation includes provisions that are more stringent than a federal regulation 

which regulates the same activity, a summary of such provisions: 
This regulation is not more stringent than the federal regulation.  The language has been 
reviewed by the USCG and meets the standards requested of the states to standardize the 
terminology and requirements for the data being requested. 
 
11. If the regulation provides a new fee or increases an existing fee, the total annual 

amount the agency expects to collect and the manner in which the money will be used: 
No new fees are being introduced as a result of this regulation change. 


