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The following statement is submitted for adopted amendments to Nevada Administrative Code 
(NAC) Chapter 488. 
 
1. A clear and concise explanation of the need for the adopted regulation: 

This proposed regulation amendment is intended to close the Truckee River to motorized 
vessels.  The Truckee River is largely a narrow and relatively shallow body of water which 
is primarily utilized by bathers and non-motorized vessels such as kayaks, tubes and rafts.  
Operation of motorized vessels on this body of water would potentially endanger bathers 
and non-motorized vessel operators due to the characteristics of that body of water.  
Operation of motorized vessels would also impact anglers utilizing the river for fishing 
opportunities.  This regulation amendment also opens other closed waters to governmental 
agencies for search and rescue or emergency operations. 

 
2. Description of how public comment was solicited, a summary of public response, and 

an explanation of how other interested persons may obtain a copy of the summary: 
Public comment was solicited through a workshop of the regulation which involved the 
County Advisory Boards to Manage Wildlife (CABMW), the Nevada Board of Wildlife 
Commission and the public.  The regulation workshop occurred during the Commission’s 
September 23, 2016 meeting and there were no public comments at the workshop.  The 
regulation was adopted at the Commission’s November 19, 2016 meeting.  Public comment 
at the hearing suggested the Commission to look at all navigable waters in the state. A 
summary of public response and minutes of the September 23, 2016 and November 19, 
2016 Commission meetings are available at: 
http://www.ndow.org/Public_Meetings/Commission/Archive/ 

 
3. The number of persons who: 

(a) Attended each hearing: (date and number of attended for workshops and 
hearings): 35 attendees on September 23, 2016; 21 attendees on November 19, 2016. 

 
(b) Testified at each hearing: (date and number of attended for workshops and 

hearings): No members of the public testified on September 23, 2016. 2 members of 
the public testified on November 19, 2016.   

 
(c) Submitted written comments: (date and number of attended for workshops and 

hearings): No written comments were submitted. 



4. For each person identified in number 3 above, the following information if provided 
to the agency conducting the hearing: 

 
(a) Name: Rex Flowers 
(b) Telephone number: 775-722-4506 
(c) Business address: 3280 Sun Cloud Circle, Reno, NV 89506 
(d) Business telephone number: N/A 
(e) Electronic mail address: randbflowers@yahoo.com 
(f) Name of entity or organization represented: Self 

 
(a) Name: Karen Boeger 
(b) Telephone number: 775-722-4249 
(c) Business address: N/A 
(d) Business telephone number: N/A 
(e) Electronic mail address: kboeger1011@gmail.com 
(f) Name of entity or organization represented: Nevada Chapter of Backcountry Hunters 
and Anglers 

 
5. A description of how comment was solicited from affected businesses, a summary of 

their response, and an explanation how other interested persons may obtain a copy of 
the summary: 
An electronic survey, Google Forms, was emailed to all known persons with business 
interest in direct operation on the Truckee River that would be potentially impacted in an 
adverse or beneficial manner by closure of the river to motorized vessels.   
 
Of the four respondents to the survey, 3 expressed similar views that closure of the Truckee 
River to motorized vessels would have a beneficial impact due to multiple factors 
including; public safety, current river usage demographics, historical business interests on 
the river, and noise pollution concerns.  One did not have a current business but wanted to 
start up a business to operate hovercraft on the river, despite its narrow width and overall 
shallow depth. 
 
A copy of the summary and all responses is available at the Nevada Department of 
Wildlife. 
 

6. If the regulation was adopted without changing any part of the proposed regulation, a 
summary of the reasons for adopting the regulation without change: 
The operation of the hoover craft on the Truckee River as a safety concern was the primary 
motivation for the regulation. Some change was discussed to expand the restriction to other 
bodies of water throughout the State to prevent the movement of the perceived issue to 
another location and necessitate a future regulation change.  The change to the regulation 
was passed in the Wildlife Commission as is, with a statement that addressing the 
possibilities in the future is an option.  No other changes were suggested. 

 



7.  The estimated economic effect of the adopted regulation on the businesses which it is 
to regulate and on the public. These must be stated separately, and each case must 
include: 

 
(a) Both adverse and beneficial effects on businesses; and 

The majority of respondents were engaged in the ongoing business of guiding fly fishing 
on the Truckee River.  Closing the river to motorized vessels would have an 
overwhelmingly positive impact on this historical business usage of the river. 
 
One individual wishing to start up a business to operate hovercraft on the river stated that 
closure of the Truckee River to motorized vessel operation would have an adverse impact 
on his ability to start a business. 
 

(b) Both immediate and long-term effects on businesses: 
All current businesses on the Truckee River indicated that the closure would have an 
overwhelming immediate as well as long term positive effect on their businesses.  One 
respondent indicated that it would prevent him from opening a business on the Truckee 
River. 

 
(a) Both adverse and beneficial effects on the public; and 

The majority of historical users of the Truckee River would see no adverse impact to the 
closure of the river to operation of motorized vessels.   
 
Closure of the river to motorized vessels would have an overwhelmingly beneficial 
impact on the historical usage of the river to anglers and bathers as well as operators of 
non-motorized vessels. 
 

(b) Both immediate and long-term effects on the public: 
This regulation would have an immediate and long-term effect of preventing operation of 
motorized vessels on the Truckee River and therefore preventing disruption of 
established businesses that operate guided fly fishing operations as well as other 
recreational users of the Truckee River.   

 
8. The estimated cost to the agency for enforcement of the adopted regulation: 

The enforcement of the regulation falls within current operations of the department; 
therefore, there will be no additional costs to the agency above the current legislatively 
approved budget. 

 
9. A description of any regulations of other state or government agencies which the 

proposed regulation overlaps or duplicates and a statement explaining why the 
duplication or overlapping is necessary. If the regulation overlaps or duplicates a 
federal regulation, the name of the regulating federal agency: 
This regulation does not overlap or duplicate any local, state, or federal regulation. 

 
10. If the regulation includes provisions that are more stringent than a federal regulation 

which regulates the same activity, a summary of such provisions: 
This regulation is not more stringent than federal regulation. 



 
11. If the regulation provides a new fee or increases an existing fee, the total annual 

amount the agency expects to collect and the manner in which the money will be used.  
This regulation change does not propose new or increased fees. 


