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Why Trespassing?

Casino Security Officers are citizens, 
NOT POLICE

• Private property rights necessitate the ability to ask people 
to leave said property if they are causing a problem, or 
disrupting business.

• Police officers have months of academy, and up to years of 
field training time.  This amount of training time is 
impractical and unnecessary for casino security.

• The process of trespassing an individual is much simpler 
then broadening an issue by bringing in police, or 
attempting a citizens’ arrest with a much more complicated 
criminal complaint  
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Trespassing Procedures In Most Casino 
Security Departments:

1: “Informal Trespass”

• Just asking nicely for someone to leave private property
• Most people never get passed this step
• This is not a permanent ban, though depending on the 

severity of what someone did—casinos may skip to step 2, 
a “formal trespass.” 

• Example of someone trespassed under this step: Someone 
who had too much to drink and is disturbing other guests, 
someone who is repeatedly falling asleep even after being 
waken, or a guest complaining of a prostitute soliciting on 
the casino floor
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Trespassing Procedures In Most Casino 
Security Departments (cont):

2: “Formal Trespass”
• Used for repeat problems or a serious infraction
• An internal report is written documenting this step including: video of a 

warning being given, still picture of the person being trespassed, and the 
person’s contact information.  Usually takes an hour or so to complete, is 
used to document an official warning being given to satisfy paragraph (d) 
of subsection 2 of NRS 207.200.  A trespassing arrest CANNOT happen 
without this warning.

• Can be done repeatedly depending on time constraints, staffing levels, and 
seriousness of the person being trespassed in lieu of Step 3

• This step is often used FIRST when someone is arrested by vice, or other 
divisions of law enforcement on casino property
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Trespassing Procedures In Most Casino 
Security Departments (cont):

3: Citizens’ arrest for trespassing
• Repeated Problems
• If a person is suspected of having been formally trespassed, identification 

is requested by a security officer and their name is ran through a reports 
database, to see if they were previously trespassed

• Allowed by “NRS 171.126 Arrest by private person,” for purposes of 
notifying a peace officer.  Requires the arresting person to take care of a 
person’s well being for as long as they are in custody (can be up to an 
hour). Follow up process described in detail in NRS 171.

• Assuming paperwork and evidence of a warning is completed correctly 
under a “formal trespass,” usually results in a conviction

• An arrest can not happen until a formal trespass warning is given per the 
requirements of NRS 207.200 subsection 2, paragraph (d).  Without this 
warning a criminal complaint will be tossed, and the arresting “private 
person” is at risk of getting sued for false imprisonment or kidnapping (if 
not arrested themselves)
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So Why Change the Trespassing Law?
• Many people charged under this law who are repeatedly 

violating, are mainly (if not exclusively) engaging in 
prostitution.

• Many people I have personally talked with who engage in 
these repeated violations of the law have told me the 
punishment is usually a slap on the wrist.  They have told me 
they can hire an attorney and almost always get out of any 
substantive fine, and then go back right into the hotels and 
more than cover any fines they get through prostitution. 

• Repeated trespass violations are a waste of police resources, 
put casinos (and working class people) at risk of being sued 
for inadequate security, and heighten the chance of cheating 
on games going unnoticed, undermining our principal revenue 
stream for the state  
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What AB161 (as amended) Does
• Adds a sentencing guideline

– Applies only to people convicted of solicitation
– Applies only after a third or subsequent trespass conviction

• Within any gaming establishment (requires a formal trespass warning 
from each gaming establishment to qualify as a trespass, unless of the 
same company [if specifically warned of which company properties to 
stay off of]

• Within a period of five years (starting at time of conviction, ending five 
years from conviction)

– Gives judges discretion based on the type of offender before 
them (three options)

• Maximum misdemeanor fine of $1,000
• Community Service
• Rehabilitation 
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Conclusion
• AB 161 is a practical solution, to a practical problem
• AB 161 is an extremely narrow bill
• AB 161 is not a moral crusade, nor is it seeking to punish anyone 

needlessly
• AB 161 why targeted at a specific problem, may end up helping to 

fix the broader illegal prostitution problem in Las Vegas through 
rehabilitation.

• AB 161 has gone through a thorough vetting process by the LCB 
Legal Division and is constitutional.

There will be several people who will be testifying in support.  In the 
mean time, I would be happy to stand for any questions.  
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