
Dear Nevada Legislators, 

      

On January 18, 2004, just being good samaritans helping out a friend, my son Richard 

and his wife Jenifer were the victims of a severe car crash that almost took their lives. 

That crash was caused by a distracted driver. That driver was going 75 mph and talking 

on her cell phone.  She never slowed down and there were no skid marks left on the 

road.  

     Richard continues to suffer every day with migraine headaches, is still under the care 

of a neurologist, takes three (3) prescriptions, and lost his childhood memories. As for 

Jenifer, the doctors didn’t even think she would live through the night. She spent seven 

(7) weeks in the hospital, three of those in the trauma unit connected to a ventilator and 

included two (2) weeks at a rehab facility. She underwent six surgeries. After that, she 

spent about a year and a half in hard, painful rehabilitation, which she endured through 

tears.  She had to learn to walk and talk again, use her right arm again, and is disabled. 

They both have brain injuries that will never go away. Life will never be the same for 

them. 

     As for our families, it was such a heartbreaking experience to get that call and watch 

them struggle through this painful ordeal. Watching Richard see Jenifer, unconscious, 

for the first time, praying she would live, is something I will never forget. They 

experienced the physical pain, but we all experienced the emotional pain.  

     Would you give everyone a loaded gun to walk around with? Yet there are a lot more 

people killed or injured in a car crash than people with guns. The consequences of 

being distracted by talking or texting on the cell phone while driving are alarming.  
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     We as a nation, our legislators and government need to come together to pass a law 

that prohibits cell phone use while driving, both talking and texting with severe penalties. 

     Furthermore, by having this law passed, we not only save lives and prevent life 

changing injuries, the State of Nevada would save millions of dollars, which could be 

used toward education and other needed services.      

     Distracted driving by using a cell phone affects victims and their families. Statistics 

are not only numbers they are human beings with names and faces, mothers, fathers, 

sons, daughters, brothers, sisters, family and friends. In a split second, lives can shatter 

and change forever. No phone call or text message is ever worth someone’s life. Over 

5,000 deaths and more than half a million injuries occur each year on our nation’s 

roads. These preventable tragedies must be stopped, and they can be with the help of 

you. 

     We do not want others to endure the pain as our family has. Again, we are urging 

you to please pass a law that prohibits cell phone use while driving, both talking and 

texting with severe enough penalties. Please help save lives and prevent injuries. 

     Thank you very much. 

Sincerely, 

 

The Watkins Family 

Sandy, Ron, Richard and Jenifer 
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