
Mr. Chairman, thank you for the opportunity to address the committee this morning. I support the intent 
of the mental health provisions of SB 221, but stand strongly opposed to the near-universal background 
check requirement.

Many proclaim in the media that firearms would never be confiscated in America.

8 September 2005 - New Orleans, LA - Police Superintendent Eddie Compass orders local police, U.S. 
Army National Guard soldiers, and Deputy U.S. Marshals to confiscate all civilian-held firearms. 
Seizures were carried out without warrant, and in some cases with excessive force; one instance 
captured on film involved a law enforcement officer using exceptionally excessive force on 58 year old 
Patricia Konie. On September 23, the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Louisiana 
issued a restraining order to bar further firearms confiscations.

This committee is preparing to expose the People of Nevada to more regulation which directs us to 
trust our rights and privacy to the government. History demonstrates a profound cost that informed 
people must anticipate, in trusting the government with our personal information.

In the military, I provided a DNA sample for identification in the event of my death. The form read that 
this database would never be used for any other purpose. Even before I was provided this promise and 
before the system was implemented, Maj. Victor Weedn, Chief of the Armed Forces DNA 
Identification Laboratory, said that the military's genetic database will be used only to identify war dead 
and that the military does not intend to share information on its soldiers. However, he said the 
database could be subject to a subpoena. It was. 16 Jan. 1992, L.A. Times.

On 2 December, 2002, President Bush signed a law that overrode Pentagon policy and allowed access 
for law enforcement purposes. You can never guarantee what government will do with data is its 
possession.

Dateline 2013, The IRS admits they abused their databases and authority to target conservative 
groups. Ongoing investigations are revealing more information daily of the extent of this abuse. Does 
this committee actually intend to force the citizens of Nevada to give up more privacy and tell us to 
trust our government with our privacy?

In New York, newspapers published a Google Map with concealed permit holder data, precipitating 
stalking incidents and threats

Missouri's database of concealed weapon permits was twice given to federal authorities investigating 
Social Security disability fraud in a move that has enraged lawmakers already angry over potential 
abuses in a new driver's licensing system. State law...mandates that concealed weapons permit data 
is confidential. - 11 April 2013, Colombia Daily Tribune, Colombia, MO 

The facts show this bill can't work and would be nothing more than harassment of law-abiding firearms 
owners.

A paper by Greg Ridgeway, Ph.D., Deputy Director, National Institute of Justice, U.S. Department of 
Justice, titled, “Summary of Select Firearm Violence Prevention Strategies” concluded that the 
effectiveness of...background checks depends on the ability to reduce straw purchasing, requiring 
gun registration....”
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His paper cites the top two sources of “crime guns.” Fully 47% are acquired by criminals via 
straw purchase and 26% are stolen.

He concludes further, “A perfect universal background check system...does not address the largest 
sources (straw purchasers and theft), which would most likely become larger if background checks at 
gun shows and private sellers were addressed.”

“...There are disincentives to following the law in California ($35 and a waiting period). Such a process 
can discourage a normally law-abiding citizen to spend the time and money to properly transfer his or 
her firearm to another....Sanctions and threats of penalties are insufficient.”

A defacto registration database already exists. According to a January 11, 2005 Memorandum opinion 
for the chief counsel ATF by C. Kevin Marshall, Acting Deputy Assistant Attorney General, Office of 
Legal Counsel, “...the FBI keeps records of all NICS background checks in an automated “audit log,” a 
chronological record of NICS activities that includes...the name of the...purchaser.” FFLs keep forms 
4473 and must surrender them to the government upon closing their business. Databases from NICS 
checks already exist!

Chris Calabrese, legislative counsel for the American Civil Liberties Union, stated 10 April 2013, in an 
article by Tampa Bay Times, Politifact.com, "I don't think it's a crazy idea to say that if the records 
exist, there would be a push to use them for other things.”

Ladies and gentleman, Mr. Ridgeway's paper sets out with research that nearly all firearms used in 
crimes today are obtained by violating laws that currently exist. The record is clear that this bill you 
propose can't work without universal registration of firearms. Let's stop this bill and focus on finding 
new and truly effective ways to assist our dedicated Nevada law enforcement in attacking the real 
problem.

I strongly urge you to not pass the bill.
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