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I urge your support for SB-137.   

 

The open carry of firearms is completely lawful in Nevada.  However, if your shirttail or 

jacket covers the firearm, you may be arrested and charged with a Class C felony.  This 

makes no sense whatsoever.   

 

Constitutional Carry in Other States 

 

Vermont has never required a permit to CCW - since statehood in 1791.  Any U. S. 

citizen (not otherwise prohibited; i.e. felons, etc.) may lawfully carry concealed without 

need of a "permit."  

 

Alaska instituted a "shall issue" permit system (similar to Nevada's) in 1995 and 

subsequently adopted Vermont style law (any citizen not otherwise prohibited; i.e. felons, 

etc.) in 2003.  Note Alaska did retain its “shall issue” permit system in place for those 

desiring a permit for reciprocity/travel purposes, etc.   

 

In 2010, Arizona enacted legislation (similar to Alaska) legalizing concealed carry for 

any person not otherwise prohibited.  The law became effective July 29, 2010.  Note 

Arizona also retained its permit system in place for those desiring a permit for 

reciprocity/travel purposes, etc.   

 

On March 3, 2011, Wyoming also enacted similar legislation that became effective July 

1, 2011, albeit for Wyoming residents only, retaining its “shall issue” CCW permit 

system in place for those desiring a permit for reciprocity/travel purposes, etc.     

 

Idaho allows Constitutional Carry within a person's place of abode, fixed place of 

business, on property which a person has ownership or leasehold interest, or when 

outside of city limits and not in a vehicle.   

 

In addition to Montana's concealed weapons permit system, state law allows for 

Constitutional Carry through an exemption to the ban on carrying concealed weapons 

outside the official boundaries of a city or town (approximately 94% of the state.)     

 

We do not hear of "problems" in the above named states.  The mainstream media would 

broadcast day and night about "non-permitted" people with concealed firearms causing 

problems in those states - IF there were problems there.  

 

Nevada is not different from the above named states.  Nevadans are no less trustworthy.   

 

Having a firearm, if you're doing nothing wrong, is not a crime.  And it should not be a 

crime.  Citizens should be able to carry a handgun and go about their daily business 

without fear of arrest.  
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Opponents’ Arguments 

 

Astounding are some comments from opponents:   
 

“But with the concealed firearms permit system, at least we know the person has 

 been background checked and attended training.”   
 

“But how will law enforcement know if a person is authorized to carry a  

handgun?”   
 

“But Nevada has big cities with crime.” 

 

Think about that for a moment.  The criminal element does not apply for CCW permits.  

We already have plenty of laws to deal with the criminal use/carry of firearms.  Law 

enforcement already has the means to deal with criminal activity – and must have 

probable cause or reasonable suspicion that a person has committed, or is about to 

commit, a crime.  If/when a need arises, it is a simple matter for law enforcement to 

check a person’s status. 

 

Several states currently issue CCW permits without a training requirement and they're 

doing just fine.  Multitudes of Nevadans exercise their right to arms without government-

demanded training and they're doing just fine.  The idea that you're only safe if 

government requires training is statist, foolish and incorrect.  Of course responsible 

people will get education and training for firearms - and swimming, machine tools, 

raising children, owning a home, preparing food, writing articles, etc. ad infinitum, 

without government mandates.   

 

Population has nothing to do with it.  A city is a city.  Crime is crime.  Law-abiding 

citizens are the same everywhere – and the criminal element is the same everywhere.   

 

Constitutional Issues 
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 Amendment to the U. S. Constitution: 
 

A well regulated militia, being necessary to the security of a free state, the right of 

the people to keep and bear arms, shall not be infringed. 
 

Article 1, Section 11 of the Nevada Constitution: 
 

Every citizen has the right to keep and bear arms for security and defense, for 

lawful hunting and recreational use and for other lawful purposes. 

 

The absence of language prohibiting concealed carry is strongly indicative the writers of 

both the U. S. and the Nevada Constitutions had no intention of differentiating between 

open and concealed carry.  And it is clear that personal requirements for “security and 

defense” do not end when one leaves one’s home.   

 

It is not reasonable to charge a law-abiding person with a felony for simply concealing a 

firearm upon his/her person.  We already have a plethora of laws governing the criminal 
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use of firearms.  And 18 U.S.C. § 922(g) prohibits specified categories of persons (felons, 

etc) from possessing any firearm or ammunition. 

 

Quotes from our Forefathers 

 

Thomas Jefferson, in an 1824 letter to John Cartwright:    
 

We established however some, although not all its [self-government] important 

principles.  The constitutions of most of our States assert, that all power is 

inherent in the people; that they may exercise it by themselves, in all cases to 

which they think themselves competent, (as in electing their functionaries 

executive and legislative, and deciding by a jury of themselves, in all judiciary 

cases in which any fact is involved,) or they may act by representatives, freely and 

equally chosen; that it is their right and duty to be at all times armed.  (Reference: 

The Writings of Thomas Jefferson, Memorial Edition, Lipscomb and Bergh, ed., 

vol. 16 (45) 

 

Cesare Beccaria, On Crimes and Punishment, quoted by Thomas Jefferson: 

 

Laws that forbid the carrying of arms... disarm only those who are neither inclined 

nor determined to commit crimes...  Such laws make things worse for the 

assaulted and better for the assailants; they serve rather to encourage than to 

prevent homicides, for an unarmed man may be attacked with greater confidence 

than an armed man.  (Reference:  The Commonplace Book, Jefferson (298-316) 

 

Antifederalist Letter, 1787, No. 18:  
 

[W]hereas, to preserve liberty, it is essential that the whole body of the people 

always possess arms, and be taught alike, especially when young, how to use 

them; nor does it follow from this, that all promiscuously must go into actual 

service on every occasion.  The mind that aims at a select militia, must be 

influenced by a truly anti-republican principle; and when we see many men 

disposed to practice upon it, whenever they can prevail, no wonder true 

republicans are for carefully guarding against it.  (Reference:  The Complete Anti-

Federalist, Storing, ed., vol. 2 (342) The Founders Constitution) 

 

Zacharia Johnson, in his 1778 speech in the Virginia Ratifying Convention: 
 

[T]he people are not to be disarmed of their weapons.  They are left in full 

possession of them.  (Reference:  The Debates of the Several State..., Elliot, vol. 3 

(646) 

 

Constitutional Carry is Right for Nevada 

 

We will not see any "problems" when Nevada adopts Constitutional Carry law similar to 

that of Vermont, Alaska, Arizona, or Wyoming.  It is incumbent upon all firearm-owning 

citizens to be knowledgeable and safe with firearms – with or without a permit to carry 

concealed.  A citizen (non-felon, etc) can lawfully open-carry without need of a "permit" 

– it makes no difference if the person's firearm is concealed by a shirttail.  And, of 

course, the law means nothing to the criminal element. 
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Let us allow people the choice to carry firearms to protect themselves and their loved 

ones.  Without question, it is dangerous when criminals have guns.  In contrast, law-

abiding citizens with guns increase public security.  In perhaps the most comprehensive 

study on the subject, Professor John Lott investigated the effects of concealed-carry laws 

in his book “More Guns Less Crime – Understanding Crime and Gun Control Laws” (in 

its third edition, University of Chicago Press.)  He found that counties and states with 

less-restrictive concealed-carry laws typically have lower rates of violent crime. 

 

Lott's findings run contrary to societal indoctrination – but the findings are nevertheless 

correct.  The Chicago Tribune said, “Lott turns conventional wisdom concerning violent 

crime and handguns on its head.”  Because criminals do not know who is armed, but 

know that a larger percentage of people may be armed, it becomes harder and less 

appealing to commit crime.   

 

When governments remove concealed-carry restrictions, the safety of the entire 

community is improved. 

 

“Constitutional Carry” is right for Nevada.  Please vote AYE on SB-137.   
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