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– Henry David Thoreau 

“If one advances confidently in the direction of 

his dreams and endeavors to live the life 

which he has imagined, he will meet with a 

success unexpected in common hours. 
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Road to the Future 2015 
Advance Confidently in the Direction of Your Dreams 
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Focus of iNVest 2015 
Provide Support for Our Students 

Fund Full-day Kindergarten 
Assist Struggling Students 

 

Provide Support for Our Educators 

Prioritize Professional Learning 
Ensure Access to Appropriate 
Textbooks, Materials, Assessment 
& Technology 

 

 Financial Commitment to K-12 Ed 

Fund the Base 
Revise the Funding Formula 
Establish a Rainy Day Fund 
Address Capital Improvement 
Needs 
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Crafted by superintendents and 
endorsed by trustees,  

iNVest is the product of the  
educational leaders of Nevada’s 
17 geographic school districts,  
united to ensure all students  

have the best opportunities possible  
on their journey to the future. 

 

Vision: 
The vibrant future of Nevada is dependent upon all children 

graduating ready for college and career and prepared to be 

productive, responsible citizens, who are competitive in meeting 

the challenges of the 21st century environment. 
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Look Back to Look Forward 
Status of Education in Nevada in1963: 

 Highest literacy rate in the nation 

 4th in the nation on basis of money spent per pupil 

 8th for median number of school years completed by persons 25 
     years or older 

 15th in pupil-teacher ratio 

 18th in average teacher salaries/5th in Western states. 

Source: Nevada State Legislature Fifty-Second Session, The Second Day, Governor’s Address to the Legislature 
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A Bumpy Road Ahead 

Today, we operate in a different climate: 

Higher expectations for students 

Low achievement scores 

A diverse student population 

Student funding ranks at or near the bottom. 

Source: www.governing.com/gov-data/education-data/state-education-spending-per-pupil-data.html  
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Fund Full-day Kindergarten 

Statewide, only 50% of kindergarten students are in 
full-day programs.  

Long-term: Fund all kindergarten students at full 1.0 weight as part 
of regular Distributive School Account (DSA) Budget. 

Short-term: Provide support, including additional facilities, to 
complete roll-out of full-day kindergarten over next two years. 
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Assist Struggling Students 

Early identification of struggling readers is essential so 
students can receive individualized attention and 
additional instruction.  

Long-term: Adopt proposed weighted formula with expectation that 
additional funding will be used to ensure third grade literacy for 
students in weighted categories. 

Short-term: Expand funding to create 32 additional ZOOM schools 
(1 White Pine, 12 Washoe, 19 Clark). 
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Prioritize Professional 
Learning 

A new generation of teachers will need to be recruited, 
supported and maintained to meet the needs of 
Nevada’s students. 

Long-term: By 2020, extend teacher work year by equivalent of 5 
days to provide time for professional development and collaboration. 

Short-term: Increase an additional day each year 2015-17 (2 days). 
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Ensure Access to 
Appropriate Resources 

With more rigorous standards and new assessments, we 
must provide the resources our students and teachers 
need to be successful. 

Long-term: Ensure funding is provided for textbooks, assessments, 
technology and infrastructure. 

Short-term: 

Revisit the Minimum Expenditure Requirement (MER) by district. 

Assess technological needs of schools/districts and fund for 
mandated assessments and curriculum. 
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Fund the Base 

A strong fiscal base with adequate funding for all 
students is the first step in constructing a strong, stable 
educational system. 

Long-term: Fund K-12 education in Nevada at a level commensurate 
with the national average by 2025. 

Short-term: Achieve the 2025 goal by increasing base incrementally 
in each of next five sessions ($203 per student/year over 10 years). 
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Revise the Funding Formula 
In 2013, SB500 created the Task Force on K-12 Public 
Education Funding.  Findings of the Task Force 
include recommendations of weighted funding for 
students (1) living in poverty, (2) enrolled in special 
education, and (3) English language learners. 

Long-term: Implement a weighted funding formula to provide 
additional supports for struggling learners through categorical funds. 

Short-term: Review Task Force recommendations and use 
categorical funding to phase in increases to a weighted formula over 
next 10 years. 
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Establish a Rainy Day Fund 

An education stabilization fund would ensure revenues 
collected from taxpayers for education would remain in 
education budgets. 

Long-term: Create an education stabilization fund where DSA 
reversions over 10% threshold are allocated to districts on per pupil 
basis for non-recurring expenditures. 

Short-term: Require that reversion funds remain in an education rainy 
day fund until they accumulate to 10% of annual DSA revenues. 
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Address Capital 
Improvement Needs 

Districts have limited options to raise funds, all of which 
require either legislative or voter approval. 

Long-term: Implement additional funding mechanisms dedicated 
exclusively for school facilities OR provide local elected officials with 
authority to generate funding for school facilities. 

Short-term: 

Reconsider property tax caps that limit district access to revenue 
to fund school infrastructure. 

Provide grants to districts to ensure all schools can provide 
necessary technology to deliver education in today’s environment. 
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We cannot do this alone: 

Students must accept personal responsibility to learn. 

Parents must ensure children are in school and supported 
at home. 

Teachers must prepare students for the demands in an 
ever-changing global society. 

Administrators must use resources in ways that impact 
learning in the classroom. 

Superintendents must set high expectations for students, 
staff and themselves. 

School Boards must ensure budgets are set to support the 
priorities of student learning. 

Legislators must provide adequate resources so everyone 
else can do their jobs. 
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– Lao-tzu 

“A journey of a thousand miles  

begins with a single step.”  
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