DISCLAIMER

Electronic versions of the exhibits in these minutes
may not be complete.

This information is supplied as an informational
service only and should not be relied upon as an
official record.

Original exhibits are on file at the Legislativé Counsel
Bureau Research Library in Carson City.

Contact the Library at (775) 684-6827 or
library@lcb.state.nv.us.
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Will proposed casino choke beltway?

Trio latest martyrs in ‘graduated hcensmg cause

heir names were
‘Travis Dunning, Josh
Parry and Kyle Poff,
a trio of baby-faced
15-yearolds who died when a
car driven by their 16-yearold
buddy Sean Larimer slammed
into a wall in Henderson after

pole in 2002.

That prompted Barbara
Cegavske, a state senator
fro * Vegas, to go to
Ca ity hoping to expand
"gn‘_..ted licensing”
requ:rements that delay teens
from getting full driving
privileges until they've had
some time behind the wheel.

Cegavske’s measure, Senate
Bill 256, would have barred
drivers age 17 and under from
carrying unrelated passengers
under 18 for the first six
months they were licensed.
Under current Nevada law, a
16-yearold must wait just 60
days before their pals can ride
shotgun. The bill would have
also required 10 hours of :
supervised night driving
experience.

But after sailing through
the Senate on a 20-1 vote in
April, the bill died in the
Assembly’s Transportation
Committee in May.

A transcript of the
committee's deliberations on
May 13 shows there was some
hair-splitting about the words
“shall” and “may.” Someone
made a clarification over a
semicolon. And — oh, yeah —
they talked about kids and
death and saving lives. In the
end, there was a call for mare
information and a polite
thanks-much-let’s-move-along
from the committee, but no
vote.

S~ senatorsand
As: members went
hon.  .dLarimergotintoa
car with his buddies and his
car hit that wall. On the day of
the crash, Larimer had been a
fully licensed driver for all of
65 days. And now the names
Cegavske will take to Carson
City next session will be
Dunniing, Parry and Poff.

tee&pack?g:rmammd a llghtf L

ROAD WARRIOR

question,
“Does
graduated

licensing
work?” right
next to, “Is
the world
round?” The
short answer is yes, and the
issue was put to rest long ago.
But not in Nevada.

“I'm not aware of any
research that shows any sort
of negative consequences of
graduated licensing,” said
David Willis, director of the
Center for tion
Safety at the Texas .
Transportation Institute at
Texas A&M University. “It's
been remarkably effective.”

Experts say glving
16-year-olds free rein behind
the wheel is like tossing
toddlera into Olympic-sized

pools and waving
good -bye. It’s better to first Jet
them wade in the kiddie pool,
much like graduated licensing
allows for a gradual mdemng
of freedom as experience
grows and abilities are
demonstrated.

A good thing, since
16-year-olds are statistically
the most dangerous drivers on
the road, besting 85-year-olds.

“Easing young drivers onto
the roadways by controlling
their exposure to
progressively more difficult

driving experiences can

Mt
Kyle Poff

reduce the incidence of traffic -

crashes involving young
drivers,” the National
Highway Traffic Safety
Administration said in its
“Traffic Safety Facts” report

in May.
Studies in a number of

Names and nicknames of three teens killed in a Monday accident adorn the hands of friends who

GUAZINSKVREVIEW-IOURNAL

huddled at a memorial for Travis Dunning, Josh Parry and Kyle Poff In Henderson last week.

Southbound U.S.
Highway 93/85 between
Lake Mead -

Parkway and
Horizon .
Drive

may

have tane
reductions - .
from8p.m.to ~ .

5 a.m. daily through

Fnda morning.

Lake Mead Parkway
between Stephanie Street
and Reserve Boulevard: :
may-have lane reductions
oday 15 Hriday mor
t to Friday morn
through the end of th?sg
month. -

states and Canada found the
number of crashes involving
drivers ages 16 or 17 drop
anywhere from S percent to 31
percent after the institution of
graduated driving laws, which
now meet traffic safety
administration standards in 34
states, according to the

ency.

Of course, laws only work if
people follow them, and that’s
not always the case. Ryan
Sneed, 16, had his license for
Just nine days when his sport
utility vehicle ran into a truck,
killing him and injuring four
teens riding with him last
year. Under existing law,
Sneed shouldn't have had any
teens with him in the SUV.

Assembly Transportation
Committee Chairwoman
Vonne Chowning of North Las
Vegas said she fearsa
crackdown would just hurt
law-abiding teens. “What's
next? Do we make it thata
teenager has a year of driving
before they can carry other
teens? Ninety-nine percent of
kids driving follow all of the
rules.”

‘Willis said it’s not a question

driving restrictions have
faced complaints from
“parents tired of being
chauffeurs. That's why we
license kids at 16 or younger ...
we're willing to live with the
trade-off of increased moblhty
and decreased safety.”

But with graduated
licensing, “you help the
mobility along, but in a

of follo therules. I'sone . Who have to endure the pleas
ofdrlv;lsnlicldngthe of their children wanting to
experience to handle all but run a late-night shuttle: “Now
basic 1<‘l_nvmlg°° d:ﬁes to start mmsgv_with conviction,
out. “If you at teenaged illegal.
crash rates, there is an Cegavske hopes she can get
incredibly large amount of a bill passed before there are
teens who have a crash in the any more young names to tote
first six months of driving.., ~ tothe capital
it's not just bad kids,” he said. I just keep seeing these
Indeed, one study found kldslnthepﬁper. It t
almost six of every 100 teen doesn't stop,” she said. “T just
drivers had an accident in wish I could touch every
their first month of driving, parent and explain to them
and Canadian research why this is so important, All
discovered that teen driver we're trying to do is save
s,
mon ce that [P
their sixth month, according ~ ¥Youhavea queston t o trade ca the
tothe Insurance Institute of ~ Foogroror 3872504, o e mad himat
Highway Safety.
Willis acknowledges teen include your phone number.
I’lﬂf i = Koup up with last-miwte
m- 3 % traffic troubles before you hit the road.
: ) Wasth Tom
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