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CREATION 

The Commission on Special License Plates is authorized by Nevada Revised Statutes 
(NRS) 482.367004.   

MEMBERS 

The Commission consists of five voting members and three nonvoting members.  The voting 
members must be legislators, including the legislators who served as chairs of the 
Assembly Committee on Transportation and the Senate Committee on Transportation during 
the most recent legislative session, or their designees.  The Legislative Commission appoints the 
voting members for a term of two years, commencing on July 1 of each odd-numbered year, and 
vacancies must be filled in the same manner.  The nonvoting members are the directors of 
the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV), the Department of Public Safety, and the Department 
of Tourism and Cultural Affairs, or their designees.  Members of the Commission serve without 
salary or compensation for their travel or per diem expenses.   

COMMITTEE RESPONSIBILITIES 

The Commission on Special License Plates was established by the 2003 Legislature through the 
passage of Assembly Bill 358.  The Commission recommends to the DMV, the approval of 
applications for special license plates, as defined in NRS 482.367008, and the issuance of the 
special license plates by the DMV.  Prior to its establishment, special license plates were 
authorized solely through legislative action.  The earliest special plates were intended to identify 
public-owned vehicles that were exempt from the registration fees and to identify Nevada members 
of the United States Congress.  Over the years, bills were enacted authorizing additional 
special plates to recognize public service, honor certain military veterans, and recognize certain 
other groups.   

The Legislature initially placed a 25 design cap on the production of special license plates and 
provided a mechanism to cease issuance of low-demand plates.  The 2011 Legislature passed 
legislation, which raised the maximum from 25 to 30, the number of separate designs of 
special license plates that the DMV may issue at any one time.  Subsection 2 of NRS 482.367008 
provides for the limit of the 30 special license plates that may be authorized by the Commission in 
what is commonly referred to as the “first tier.”  For plates included in this tier, an organization 
must post with the DMV a surety bond in the amount of $5,000 and maintain at least 1,000 active 
registrations.   

The 2013 Legislature approved A.B. 189, which created a “second tier” of not more than 
five special license plates that may be issued by the DMV.  Subsection 3 of NRS 482.367008 
provides for the second tier of special license plates, in which an applicant must post a 
$20,000 surety bond and maintain at least 3,000 active registrations.   
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SPONSORING A NEW SPECIALTY LICENSE PLATE 

Established non-profit organizations that are registered with the Nevada Office of the Secretary of 
State or governmental agencies may request a specialty license plate.  Plates may also be requested 
through the State Legislature.   

Pursuant to NRS 482.367002, in order to request a specialty license plate, it must be shown that 
it will generate financial support for services to the community relating to public health, education, 
or general welfare.  The plate may not promote, advertise or endorse any specific product, 
brand name, or service or promote any specific religion, faith, or anti-religious belief.   

Information related to the application process is included in Appendix A of this Brief. 
Information may also be found at the website of the Nevada’s DMV at:  
http://dmvnv.com/platesproposed.htm.   

The Commission reviews any applications to sponsor a new specialty license plate and makes a 
recommendation to the DMV regarding whether a plate should be issued.  The DMV makes the 
final determination.   

SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES:  REVENUE 

As of September 30, 2017, there were 276,079 active special license plates, and the plates 
had generated approximately $63.6 million in revenue since Fiscal Year 1998.  The most widely 
issued plate has been the Las Vegas Commemorative plate, with 91,911 active plates.  As of 
September 30, 2017, this plate has generated approximately $23.1 million in revenue.  Revenue 
from a special license plate that is returned to an organization is generated through an initial 
issuance fee of $15 to $25 and a renewal fee of $10 to $20, depending on the design.  These fees 
are in addition to all other applicable registration and license fees and governmental services taxes.  
A table showing the number of plates and revenue by year is contained in Appendix B.   

PAST COMMITTEE ACTION 

At the conclusion of the 2015–2016 Interim, the Committee submitted one of its ten allocated 
bill draft requests (BDRs) to the 2017 Legislative Session.  If approved, A.B. 442 would have 
authorized certain organizations with an approved special license plate to apply to the DMV for a 
redesign of the plate after the plate had been in effect for at least five years.  The Commission 
would approve or deny any application for plate redesign.  It addition, the measure provided for a 
change to the fee structure to account for redesigned special license plates.  Assembly Bill 442 did 
not pass during the 2017 Legislative Session.   

http://dmvnv.com/platesproposed.htm
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STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 

The following Legislative Counsel Bureau staff provides support to the Commission:  

NEVADA DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES CONTACT INFORMATION 

For information concerning the application process for specialty license plates, contact the 
DMV at:  

DMV Special Plates 
555 Wright Way 
Carson City, Nevada 89711-0875 
(775/684-4750) 

RESEARCH DIVISION 
(775/684-6825) 

Mindy Martini 
Principal Research Analyst 

Marjorie Paslov-Thomas 
Senior Principal Analyst 

Christina Harper 
Senior Research Secretary 

LEGAL DIVISION 
(775/684-6830) 

Brenda Erdoes 
Legislative Counsel 

Darcy Johnson 
Principal Deputy Legislative Counsel 
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APPENDIX A 

APPLICATION PROCESS FOR SPECIALTY LICENSE PLATES 



SP-69 (Rev 7/2015) 

   555 Wright Way 
Carson City, NV 89711 

Reno/Sparks/Carson City (775) 684-4DMV (4368) 
Las Vegas Area (702) 486-4DMV (4368) 

Rural Nevada or Out of State (887) 368-7828 
www.dmvnv.com 
      

SPECIALTY LICENSE PLATE DEVELOPMENT PROCESS 

Plate development will begin once all required documentation is submitted and the Commission on 
Special License Plates recommends approval of the application. 

• If legislation is passed in favor of a sponsoring organization to develop a new specialty
license plate, the organization will be referred to the Commission on Special License Plates
for recommendation of approval.

• A person on behalf of an organization may request a special license plate be made without
legislation.

Application 
• Submit a completed Specialty License Plate Application (form SP-68 or SP68A) to the

Department.
• With the application a surety bond in the amount of $5,000 or $20,000 must be submitted.
• The Commission on Special License Plates will release the bond if the license plate is not

made or, upon the yearly audit there are at least 1,000 or 3,000 active registered vehicles
utilizing the license plate.

• Submit proof the special license plate will only generate financial support for the following:
o For a government entity or an organization that is established as a nonprofit charitable

organization which provides services to the community relating to public health,
education, or general welfare.

o The organization must be registered with the Secretary of State, if required by law.  A
copy of the business license must be submitted.

o The name and purpose of the organization does not promote, advertise, or endorse
any specific product, brand name, or service that is offered for profit and is
nondiscriminatory.

o The license plate does not promote any specific religion, faith, or antireligious belief.
• The application for a special license plate must include a budget which includes the

proposed operating and administrative expenses of the organization.  The applicant must
amend and update the application if the organization has prepared a new budget before the
license plate is issued.

License Plate Approval 
• Documentation will be submitted to Central Services and Records Division for review, then

the Director’s office, the Director will submit to the Commission on Special License Plates
for recommendation of approval.

• When the Department has determined it will issue the plate, the Department will notify the
person who requested the plate, the organization, and the Commission.

• Upon the Department’s approval of a plate, the sponsoring organization must submit to the
Commission in writing, the methods and procedures used to award grants with the money
received from the sale of license plates.  The Commission shall review and approve the
procedures.

• If approved a meeting will be set up to discuss account codes, design, and souvenir plates.
• The sponsoring agency may request displaying of the license plate on the DMV website; a

camera-ready design must accompany the request.
• The license plate design must meet the standards set in NRS 482.270.  The left-hand one-

third of the license plate is the only part of the license plate on which any design or insignia
can be displayed.

• The sponsoring organization/artist must submit a letter relinquishing any proprietary rights
and assign all rights of the design to the Department.

• Once law enforcement has approved the license plate, the Department Director will make
the final decision as to the acceptability of the license plate.

• The first 50 to 100 license plates may be reserved for the sponsoring organization.  The
organization must notify the Department, in writing, of the reserved license plate number,
person, and office location where the individual will register the new license plate. License
plates will be held for a maximum of 3 months.

• Trailer license and motorcycle plates are available.
• Souvenir license plates are available for purchase, to the sponsoring organization.
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SP-69 (Rev 7/2015) 

   555 Wright Way 
Carson City, NV 89711 

Reno/Sparks/Carson City (775) 684-4DMV (4368) 
Las Vegas Area (702) 486-4DMV (4368) 

Rural Nevada or Out of State (887) 368-7828 
www.dmvnv.com 
      

• Submit the Specialty License Plate Application (form SP-68 or SP-68A) and documents to:

Department of Motor Vehicles 
Central Services and Records Division 

Special License Plates Section 
555 Wright Way 

Carson City, NV 89711 
Fax (775) 684-4518 

Annual Review by the Commission on Special License Plates 
• The sponsoring organization must submit a balance sheet and recent bank statement by

September 1 of each year fiscal year on a form provided by the Commission. 
• On or before July 1 of each fiscal year, the sponsoring organization must provide to the

Commission and the DMV: 
o A list of the names of the persons, whether or not designated officers, who are

responsible for overseeing the operation of the organization.
o The organization’s current mailing address, email address and telephone number.
o A report on the budget of the organization, including a description of how the money

received from additional fees was expended, and any recipient or rewardee of that
money.

o A copy of the most recent federal tax return of the organization, including any related
tax schedules.

o Copy of current surety bond.
• On or before July 1 of each fiscal year, a non-profit organization shall also post on the

organization’s website or publish in a newspaper of general circulation in the county where
the organization is based, the most recent federal tax return of the organization, including
any related tax schedules.

The Commission on Special License Plates may request the Legislative Commission to direct the 
Legislative Auditor to perform an audit of a sponsoring non-profit organization if the Commission 
has reason to believe that the organization has filed forms or records that are inadequate of 
inaccurate, has committed improper financial practices, has failed to use adequate methods to 
ensure money received from plates is expended solely for the benefit of the intended recipient, or 
determines that an audit is necessary to assist the Commission in administering any provisions of 
the law. 

The Commission on Special License Plates may recommend that a plate be discontinued if the 
Nevada legislative auditor determines that a non-profit group has committed any acts of improper 
financial administration.  The sponsoring organization will be given an opportunity for a hearing. 
The DMV makes the final decision (NRS 482.38279). 
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SP-68 (Rev (6/2013) 

FIRST TIER SPECIALTY LICENSE PLATE APPLICATION 
NRS 482 

Any person or organization may request the Department of Motor Vehicles to design, prepare, and issue a special license 
plate by meeting all the requirements and submitting this application to the Department.   

A surety bond in the amount of $5,000 is required. 

The special license plate being requested must generate financial support for services to the community relating to public 
health, education, or general welfare.  

Applicants may submit suggestions for the design and colors with this application. 

Every year after being issued, the specialty license plate must maintain at least 1,000 actively registered vehicles in order 
for the Department to continue to manufacture the license plate.  

A description of the process is listed on form SP-69 “Specialty License Plate Development Process”. 

The Commission on Special License Plates must recommend approval of the application. 

Complete Application 
Please Print or Type 

I hereby make application for a Special License Plate.  I have read form SP-69 and understand the conditions under 
which special license plates are to be issued. The license plate will be used for services to the community relating to 
public health, education, or general welfare. 

Suggested design submitted       Yes No 

Surety bond attached      Yes No 

Name of organization ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Please Print 

Cause ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Representative’s Name _____________________________________________________________________________ 
      First M.I.                                                  Last 

Address__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  City                                                                   State                               Zip Code 

Signature of Applicant__________________________________________________________________Date _________________ 

Daytime Telephone Number (______)___________________________________ 

Please attach all supporting documentation when submitting this application. 

555 WRIGHT WAY 
CARSON CITY, NV 89711 

Reno/Sparks/Carson City (775) 684-4DMV (4368) 
Las Vegas Area (702) 486-4DMV (4368)   

  Rural Nevada or Out of State (877) 368-7828 
www.dmvnv.com 
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SP-68A (Rev (6/2013) 

SECOND TIER SPECIALTY LICENSE PLATE APPLICATION 
NRS 482 

Any person or organization may request the Department of Motor Vehicles to design, prepare, and issue a special license 
plate by meeting all the requirements and submitting this application to the Department.   

A surety bond in the amount of $20,000 is required. 

The special license plate being requested must generate financial support for services to the community relating to public 
health, education, or general welfare.  

Applicants may submit suggestions for the design and colors with this application. 

Every year after being issued, the specialty license plate must maintain at least 3, 000 actively registered vehicles in order 
for the Department to continue to manufacture the license plate.  

A description of the process is listed on form SP-69 “Specialty License Plate Development Process”. 

The Commission on Special License Plates must recommend approval of the application. 

Complete Application 
Please Print or Type 

I hereby make application for a Special License Plate.  I have read form SP-69 and understand the conditions under 
which special license plates are to be issued. The license plate will be used for services to the community relating to 
public health, education, or general welfare. 

Suggested design submitted       Yes No 

Surety bond attached      Yes No 

Name of organization ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Please Print 

Cause ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Representative’s Name _____________________________________________________________________________ 
      First M.I.                                                  Last 

Address__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  City                                                                   State                               Zip Code 

Signature of Applicant__________________________________________________________________Date _________________ 

Daytime Telephone Number (______)___________________________________ 

Please attach all supporting documentation when submitting this application. 

555 WRIGHT WAY 
CARSON CITY, NV 89711 

Reno/Sparks/Carson City (775) 684-4DMV (4368) 
Las Vegas Area (702) 486-4DMV (4368)   

  Rural Nevada or Out of State (877) 368-7828 
www.dmvnv.com 
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SP73 (10/2017) Changes may not be made to this form once it is signed and witnessed.

555 WRIGHT WAY 
CARSON CITY, NV 89711 

Reno/Sparks/Carson City (775) 684-4DMV (4368) 
Las Vegas Area (702) 486-4DMV (4368)  

Rural Nevada (877) 368-7828 
www.dmvnv.com

Bond Number ________________ 
SPECIALTY LICENSE PLATE SURETY BOND

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS: 

That __________________________________________________________________, as principal, located 
(Representative’s name of Charitable Organization or Government Entity) 

in the County of ________________________________, State of Nevada, obligee, and 

___________________________________, a corporation organized and existing under and by virtue of the 
(Name of Surety) 

laws of the State of _____________________, and authorized to transact a surety business in the State of 
Nevada and under its laws, as surety, are held and firmly bound unto the State of Nevada Department of Motor 
Vehicles, in the penal sum of:  FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS ($5,000) or  TWENTY THOUSAND 
DOLLARS ($20,000) legal tender in the United States of America, for the payment of which well and truly to be 
made we hereby bind ourselves, our respective heirs, administrators, executors, successors and assigns, 
jointly and severally by these presents: 

To be effective on the _______________________ day of ____________________, ________ 

WHEREAS, the above-named principal is registered to carry on or conduct itself in this State as a 
nonprofit charitable organization, or government entity, which generates financial support or provides community 
services relating to public health, education, or general welfare; and 

NOW THEREFORE, If the principal shall comply with all the provisions of Chapter 482.367002 of the 
Nevada Revised Statutes and any amendments thereto, then the surety shall have no obligation to perform 
under this bond. 

 Upon failure of the principal to comply with any or all of the provisions of Chapter 482.367002 when 
demanded by the Nevada Department of Motor Vehicles, the Department of Motor Vehicles may make demand 
upon the surety. Said principal will for the entire amount of the bond to compensate the Department for losses 
incurred in the manufacture and issuance of a special license plate request the demand, and in addition, any 
costs or attorneys' fees incurred in collecting the same from said surety. 

The surety is assuring to the Nevada Department of Motor Vehicles, the principal's full compliance with 
Chapter 482.367002 of the Nevada Revised Statutes and with any amendments thereof; and all the terms, 
conditions, and provisions of said law shall be deemed to be incorporated in and made a part of this bond as 
fully as if set forth in full herein. 

The surety herein reserves the right to withdraw as such surety except as to any liability already incurred 
or accrued hereunder.  The surety may withdraw upon the giving of 30 days certified written notice of such 
withdrawal to the State of Nevada, provided, however, that no withdrawal shall be effective for any purposes 
until 30 days shall have elapsed from and after the receipt of such notice by the State of Nevada.  Furthermore, 
no withdrawal shall in anyway affect the liability of surety arising out of any action or inaction made by the principal 
herein prior to the expiration of such period of 30 days, regardless of whether an assessment for tax due on the 
receipt from such sales has been levied before the lapse of such 30 days. 

This bond is a continuing bond and shall continue in full force and effect from its effective date, 
___________________, _________, until withdrawn by agreement of the parties in the manner herein set out, 
or pursuant to Chapter 482.367002 of the Nevada Revised Statutes. 
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SP73 (10/2017) Changes may not be made to this form once it is signed and witnessed.

555 WRIGHT WAY 
CARSON CITY, NV 89711 

Reno/Sparks/Carson City (775) 684-4DMV (4368) 
Las Vegas Area (702) 486-4DMV (4368)  

Rural Nevada (877) 368-7828 
www.dmvnv.com

Bond Number ___________________ 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the principal and said surety have hereunto caused this instrument to be 
executed at  
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 (Address, City and State) 
this ______ day of _________________________, ____________. 

____________________________________________ 
(Principal's Typed or Printed Name) 

THIS BOND MUST BE COUNTERSIGNED BY A NEVADA 
RESIDENT AGENT OF THE ISSUING COMPANY    BY:  _________________________________________ 

(Principal's Signature) 

Surety Telephone No. (____)______________________ 

BY:________________________________________ 

(Surety Company's Typed or Printed Name) 

BY: __________________________________________ 
(Nevada Resident Agent) (Attorney in Fact's Signature)  

SURETY'S 
AFFIDAVIT OF QUALIFICATION 

_______________________________________________, being first duly sworn on oath deposes and says 

that he is ______________________________________________________of said company, and that he or 
she is duly authorized to execute and deliver the foregoing obligations; that said company is authorized to 
execute the same and has complied in all respects with the laws of the State of Nevada in reference to 
becoming sole surety upon bonds, undertakings and obligations.  
Signatures must be original. Photocopies are not acceptable. 

STATE OF _____________________ 

COUNTY OF____________________ 

Subscribed and sworn before me this _________ day of _______________________________, ___________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________
Notary Public           Notary Seal 
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APPENDIX B 

SPECIALTY PLATES AND REVENUE OVER TIME 
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