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Presentation to the Interim Committee to Study the Advisability 
 and Feasibility of  Treating Certain Traffic and Related Violations*  as 

Civil Infractions (ACR No. 9, 2017) 

*Non-traffic misdemeanants ARE currently given CITATIONS to   
  court  for less serious, aka “nuisance offenses,”  ( e.g., Camping in  
  Parks; Open Container of Alcohol; Intoxicated Pedestrian in  
  Roadway; Panhandling; Urinating in Public; Trespassing; Pedestrian 
  violations)  

 UNLESS… 
 

•  They have a history of Failure to Appear (Contempt of Court); 
•  They are intoxicated or under the influence of drugs; 
•  They are also charged with some other criminal acts. 

If they are arrested, they can post bail, or are OR’d upon sobriety, to 
appear in 30 days – or– kept overnight to see a Judge the next day 
and case is resolved in video arraignments with defense counsel 
present and representing the person. 



TRAFFIC CASES CITED INTO RMC BY: 

1.  Reno Police Department 
2.  UNR/TMCC  Police 
3.  Washoe County School Police 
4.  Nevada Highway Patrol 
5.  Reno/Sparks Indian Colony 
6.  Airport Authority 
7.  Nevada Transportation Authority 
8. Taxicab Authority  
9. Railroad Police 
10. Gaming Control Board 
11. Capitol Police-State of Nevada 

 
  





TRAFFIC  CASE  FILINGS 

 Based upon number of Police Officers on the streets 
and in other citing agencies: 
 
  2010:  27,736 
  2012:  15,960 
  2014:  18,475 
  2016:  11,330 
  2017:     9,479 
 
 
  
   

Annual Report of the Nevada Judiciary 



TRAFFIC CASE DISPOSITIONS 

 
“Post and Forfeit” (4,454)   27% 
Guilty Plea w/Sentence before Trial (3,819) 52% 
Bench Trial Conviction (45)        0.4% 
Dismissed w/o Trial (1,179)   12% 
(e.g., “Fix-its;” Proof Shown of Insur/DL/Reg) 
 
 
TOTAL  DISPOSITION  RATE:       102% 
 
 
 
 Annual Report of the Nevada Judiciary, 2017 



TRAFFIC  CASE  REVENUES 

 Amount Assessed   $4,536,088 
 Amount Paid   $3,212,091 
 Amount Credited    $   352,621 
  (e.g., Community service; fines or fees 
  waived due to hardship, disability; credit 
 for time served) 
 
 Balance Owed   $   971,375 
 
 Total Revenue Received (ave.)  71% 
 



RMC  CITATION  PROCESS 

1. Citation issued is a promise to appear for arraignment, not 
an admission of guilt. 
 

2. Police have RMC calendar so court arraignment date is 
electronically set  within 30 days. 
 

3. RMC sends TEXT MSG reminders of court date 7 days 
before arraignment. ( New “Opt In” process). 
 

4. Motorist can go online to request a date change (up to 30 
days later), and will be granted.  
 

5. Come to Traffic Court session. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Motorist MUST appear in court for: 
 
•     Careless Driving/ Fail to Exercise Due Care 
•    Reckless  or Aggressive Driving 
•    Speed Contest 
•    No  Vehicle Insurance 
•    Driving on Suspended/Revoked License 
•    Hit and Run 
•    Traffic Accidents (driver cited for a moving  
      violation; Restitution to Victim possible) 
•    Cell phone violations (due to demerits and   
      increasing penalties each time) 
 



 
Options for Resolving Non-Mandatory Cases: 
 
•  “Post and Forfeit” by mailing payment to court;  
    paying online or by phone; paying in Drop Box on 
    Court Street; or paying at Clerk’s Counter. 
 
•  Negotiate case with Reno City Attorney (present at all 
   Traffic Court sessions); 
 
 

•    “Tell it to the Judge;” 
 
 

•  Request a trial date, which will be held within 30 days  
    (60 days at motorist’s request). 



At Traffic Court Arraignment: 

 
 
 

Guilty or “No Contest” Pleas: 
•  Plea bargain with City Attorney ( JE15-003: Judge cannot 
   do this, only the prosecutor). 
•  30 days to correct non-moving offenses for reduced  fine or 
   complete dismissal of charges. 
•  Sentenced to fine, or community service @ $10 per hour. 
•  If requested, a payment plan will be granted and “no cost”  
    extension of time to pay also given. 
•  Credit for time served, if in custody, @ $100 per day. 
•  DMV Traffic School to reduce demerits (-3 “points). 
•  Restitution ordered if victim proves it. 
 
 

 
“Not Guilty” Pleas: 
•  Trial date set within 30 to 60 days. 
 



Traffic Trial in RMC 
1. City Attorney must prove the case BEYOND REASONABLE 

DOUBT (higher standard than would be in a Civil Proceeding, 
e.g. “he said/she said”). 
 

2. Motorist can bring attorney or self-represent. 
 

3. Prosecutor gives Motorist Discovery of police reports, 
identity of witnesses, documents in advance of trial. 
 

4. Motorist can get Subpoenas issued by court to compel 
witnesses to attend and testify for his side. 
 

5. Citing Officer must appear or case is dismissed. 
 

6. Judge can find Motorist “Guilty” on one charge but “Not 
Guilty” on another. 
 
 



What happens if Motorist FTAs? 
 
1. RMC sends TEXT MSG to person 7 days after 

failure to appear, telling him to come in and 
resolve the matter. 
 
 
 
 
 

2. RMC mails FTA Postcard  to person 7 days after 
text notification. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 





3. Warrant is issued for  Failure to Appear which is a 
Contempt of Court and could be punished by $500 fine 
or 25 days in jail, or both. NRS 22.010, NRS 266.570 
and RMC Sec. 1.040.080. 

 ( RMC Sec.1.04.090 says “…the municipal judge shall issue and have 
               delivered for execution a warrant for his arrest within 20 days after his 
                failure to appear as promised.” 

 
4. DMV is notified electronically of FTA and, per NRS, 

suspends Driver License and mails notice to motorist. 
 

 
Note:   Motorist has had 34 days to come forward to 
resolve the matter. 
 
 



5. If Motorist finds out about the warrant and comes to court  
      voluntarily to resolve the matter before being arrested, Judge 

usually quashes the warrant and dismisses the Contempt of 
Court and resolves the citation case with plea and sentence. 

 
6. If Motorist is arrested on the FTA Warrant, is kept in jail 

overnight and seen by Judge in video arraignment the next day, 
with a court-appointed legal defender representing him. 
 
• Judge inquires why Motorist failed to appear. 
• If good cause established, warrant is quashed. Fine is 

reduced by $100 for each day spent in jail, or Community 
Service is ordered at $10 per hour toward the fine and fees. 

• If no good cause is established, Contempt of Court is 
usually resolved by Credit for Time Served, and citation is 
resolved.  



What if Motorist Fails to Pay Fines/Fees? 

1. RMC sends TEXT MSG to Motorist 7 days prior to due 
date to remind Motorist to pay.  
 
 
 
 

2. RMC sends another TEXT MSG to Motorist 7 days after 
missed payment date, to come in and make a payment. 
 
 

3. Formal late notice (Delinquent Payment Notification letter) 
is sent 10 days after missed payment and a $25 late fee is 
then assessed. 

 
 

 
 
 





4. FTP warrant for Contempt of Court is issued 30 days after 
the formal late notice sent. 

 
       (Note: Motorist has now had 54 days to make a payment.) 
 
5. DMV is notified of  FTP and can suspend Driver License. 

 
6. Case is sent to collection agency 60 days after FTP warrant is 

issued and a $100 “Collection Fee” is added to the balance. 
     (Note: Motorist has now had 114 days to make a payment.) 
 
7. If Motorist clears the warrant, RMC notifies collection  
      agency and electronically notifies DMV so it can reinstate 

the license. (Reports to DMV made daily at 10 p.m.) 
 
 
 
 



8. It Motorist fails to respond, and is arrested on the FTP 
Contempt, a hearing is held the next day in video arraignments 
with legal counsel representing the Motorist. 
 
• Judge inquires why Motorist failed to pay and must find  
  he had the ability to pay, but did not. 

 
 

• If  Motorist did NOT have the ability to pay,           Judge can: 
 

  waive the fines/fees due to hardship, disability, inability to pay; or 
 give Credit for Time Served in jail since arrest on FTP Warrant; or 
 convert to Community Service; or 
 re-start the Payment Plan. 

 
 
• If the Motorist admits the FTP Contempt, same possible outcome as for 

an FTA Contempt warrant. 
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