Board of Examiners for Social Workers

Nevada Revised Statutes (NRS) Chapter 641B

Board members (NRS 641B.100)—The Board of Examiners for Social Workers consists of
five members, appointed by the Governor, as follows:

e Four members must be licensed or eligible for licensure pursuant to Chapter 641B
(“Social Workers”) of NRS; and

e One member must represent the general public.

If a member fails to attend meetings or attend to the business of the Board, the Governor shall
appoint a replacement for the remainder of the term.

Assembly Bill 457 (Chapter 363, Statutes of Nevada 2017) requires each new member of the
Board to complete an orientation within 60 days after appointment. It also prohibits a member of
the Board from serving concurrently on the Commission on Behavioral Health.

Powers and duties of the Board—The Board:

e May license applicants as social workers, independent social workers, or clinical social
workers;

o May issue a license by endorsement;

« Shall maintain a list of licensed social workers;

« Shall adopt regulations to carry out the provisions of this chapter;

« Shall deposit all money received in financial institutions in Nevada;

o May delegate to a hearing officer or panel its authority to take disciplinary actions and
deposit money from fines and penalties in financial institutions in Nevada;

e May charge fees pursuant to statute; and

e May discipline licensees.

Assembly Bill 457 (2017) requires the Board to adopt regulations establishing certain standards
relating to locations that provide services to persons obtaining supervised experience required for
licensing.

Operations of the Board—The Board:

« Shall annually elect a president, vice president, and secretary-treasurer;
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Shall meet at least once in each calendar quarter and may meet at other times at the call of
the president or a majority of members; and

May receive salary, per diem, and travel expenses.

Assembly Bill 457 (2017):

Requires the Board to establish policies concerning compensation and reviewing the
performance of the staff of the Board,

Authorizes the Board to enter into agreements with the Department of Health and Human
Services or a division thereof to carry out or improve the performance of the Board’s duties;
and

Requires the Board to adopt online application forms for the issuance or renewal of a license
or certificate.

Background

Legislation:

1987—Senate Bill 234 (Chapter 484, Statutes of Nevada)—Established the Board of
Examiners for Social Workers consisting of five members appointed by the Governor;
defined social work and clinical social work; provided for licensing, discipline, and fees;

1993—Assembly Bill 235 (Chapter 307, Statutes of Nevada)—Authorized the Board to
delegate its authority to a hearing officer or panel to take disciplinary action;

2003—SB 310 (Chapter 213, Statutes of Nevada)—Provided that the public member of the
Board must not be a social worker or related to a social worker; and

2005—SB 276 (Chapter 225, Statutes of Nevada)—Made the Board subject to the provisions
of Chapter 622A (“Administrative Procedure Before Certain Regulatory Bodies”) of NRS as
it applies to delegation of authority to a hearing officer or panel.

Legislative history—The following legislative histories have been compiled and are available
on the website of the Research Library:

SB 234 (1987)—Sponsored by the Senate Committee on Commerce and Labor; and

AB 235 (1993)—Sponsored by the Assembly Committee on Commerce.


https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Division/Research/Library/LegHistory/LHs/1987/SB234,1987.pdf
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Division/Research/Library/LegHistory/LHs/1993/AB235,1993.pdf

In addition, the bill pages for the following legislation are available on the Legislature’s website:
e SB 310 (2003)—Sponsored by Senator Maggie Carlton; and

e SB 276 (2005)—Sponsored by the Senate Committee on Commerce and Labor on behalf of
the Attorney General.

Reports to the Legislature—No reports to the Legislature are required pursuant to
Chapter 641B of NRS. A report of activities, required pursuant to NRS 622.100 (SB 420,
Chapter 193, Statutes of Nevada 2001), was repealed by SB 310 (Chapter 507, Statutes of
Nevada 2007).

NRS 622.100 requires a report to the Director of the Legislative Counsel Bureau (LCB)
including information relating to licensing and disciplinary actions. (Senate Bill 69 [Chapter 518,
Statutes of Nevada 2017] revised the reporting provisions.)

Assembly Bill 457 (2017) requires the Board to submit to the Legislative Committee on
Health Care:

« An annual report concerning investigations and review of applications for the issuance or
renewal of a license or certificate; and

e On or before January 1, 2018, a report concerning the costs of the Board, its fees, and its
efforts to recognize credentials from jurisdictions outside Nevada.

Records held by the LCB—The following are recent publications held by the Research Library:

« Nevada State Board of Examiners For Social Workers: Biennial Report of Budget Summary,
Issuance of Licenses and Disciplinary Actions: Series holdings Fiscal Year (FY) 2000-2001
and FY 2001-2002; FY 2002-2003 and FY 2003-2004; FY 2004-2005 and FY 2005-2006.

Current contact—Sandy Lowery, Deputy Executive Director

Website—http://socwork.nv.gov/
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https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/72nd2003/Reports/history.cfm?DocumentType=2&BillNo=310
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/73rd2005/Reports/history.cfm?DocumentType=2&BillNo=276
http://socwork.nv.gov/
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BOARD OF EXAMINERS FOR SOCIAL WORKERS

NRS 641B.100 Appointment by Governor; qualifications.

1. The Board of Examiners for Social Workers consists of five members appointed by the Governor.

2. Four members appointed to the Board must be licensed or eligible for licensure pursuant to this chapter,
except the initial members who must be eligible for licensure.

3. One member appointed to the Board must be a representative of the general public. This member must not
be:

(a) Licensed or eligible for licensure pursuant to this chapter; or

(b) The spouse or the parent or child, by blood, marriage or adoption, of a person who is licensed or eligible for
licensure pursuant to this chapter.

(Added to NRS by 1987, 1117; A 2003, 1198)

NRS CROSS REFERENCES.
Residency requirements, qualifications of representative of general public, NRS 232A.020, 622.205

NRS 641B.110 Expiration of term; replacement.

1. Upon expiration of his or her term of office, a member shall continue to serve until a person qualified
pursuant to this chapter is appointed as a successor.

2. If a member fails to attend meetings of the Board or a member fails to attend to the business of the Board, as
determined necessary in the discretion of the Board, the Board shall so notify the Governor, and the Governor shall
appoint a person qualified pursuant to this chapter to replace the member for the remainder of the unexpired term.

(Added to NRS by 1987, 1117)

NRS CROSS REFERENCES.
Terms of members, vacancies, NRS 232A.020

NRS 641B.120 Officers; elections; meetings; quorum.

1. The Board shall elect from its members a President, a Vice President and a Secretary-Treasurer, who hold
their respective offices at its pleasure.

2. An election of officers must be held annually.

3. The Board shall meet at least once in each quarter of the year and may meet at other times at the call of the
President or a majority of its members.

4. A majority of the Board constitutes a quorum to transact all business.

(Added to NRS by 1987, 1117)

NRS CROSS REFERENCES.
Meetings, NRS ch. 241, 622.320

NRS 641B.130 List of licensed social workers to be maintained by Board. The Board shall maintain a list of
the name and address of each person licensed pursuant to the provisions of this chapter.
(Added to NRS by 1987, 1117)

NRS 641B.140 Salary of members; per diem allowance and travel expenses for members and employees.

1. Each member of the Board is entitled to receive:

(a) A salary of not more than $150 per day, as fixed by the Board, while engaged in the business of the Board,;
and
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(b) A per diem allowance and travel expenses at a rate fixed by the Board, while engaged in the business of the
Board. The rate must not exceed the rate provided for state officers and employees generally.

2. While engaged in the business of the Board, each employee of the Board is entitled to receive a per diem
allowance and travel expenses at a rate fixed by the Board. The rate must not exceed the rate provided for state
officers and employees generally.

(Added to NRS by 1987, 1117; A 1989, 1703; 2007, 2956)

NRS 641B.150 Payment of expenses; deposit of money; delegation of authority to hearing officer or
panel; claim for attorney's fees or costs of investigation.

1. Except as otherwise provided in subsection 4, all reasonable expenses incurred by the Board in carrying out
the provisions of this chapter must be paid from the money which it receives. No part of the salaries or expenses of
the Board may be paid out of the State General Fund.

2. All money received by the Board must be deposited in qualified banks, credit unions or savings and loan
associations in this State and paid out on its order for its expenses.

3. In a manner consistent with the provisions of chapter 622A of NRS, the Board may delegate to a hearing
officer or panel its authority to take any disciplinary action pursuant to this chapter, impose and collect fines and
penalties therefor and deposit the money therefrom in banks, credit unions or savings and loan associations in this
State.

4. If a hearing officer or panel is not authorized to take disciplinary action pursuant to subsection 3 and the
Board deposits the money collected from the imposition of fines with the State Treasurer for credit to the State
General Fund, it may present a claim to the State Board of Examiners for recommendation to the Interim Finance
Committee if money is needed to pay attorney's fees or the costs of an investigation, or both.

(Added to NRS by 1987, 1117; A 1993, 889; 1999, 1536; 2005, 791)

NRS CROSS REFERENCES.
Contested cases, administrative procedure, NRS ch. 622A

NRS 641B.160 Regulations. The Board shall adopt:

1. Such regulations as are necessary or desirable to enable it to carry out the provisions of this chapter; and

2. Regulations establishing reasonable standards for the psychiatric training and experience necessary for a
clinical social worker to be authorized to make the certifications described in NRS 433A.170, 433A.195 and
433A.200.

(Added to NRS by 1987, 1117; A 2015, 2995)

ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATIONS.
Social workers, NAC ch. 641B

NRS 641B.170 Confidentiality of certain records of Board; exceptions.

1. Except as otherwise provided in this section and NRS 239.0115, any records or information received by the
Board relating to a licensee or an applicant for a license is confidential.

2. Except as otherwise provided in this section and NRS 239.0115, a complaint filed with the Board, all
documents and other information filed with the complaint and all documents and other information compiled as a
result of an investigation conducted to determine whether to initiate disciplinary action against a person are
confidential, unless the person submits a written statement to the Board requesting that such documents and
information be made public records.

3. The charging documents filed with the Board to initiate disciplinary action pursuant to chapter 622A of NRS
and all documents and information considered by the Board when determining whether to impose discipline are
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public records.
4. The provisions of this section do not prohibit the Board from communicating or cooperating with or

providing any documents or other information to any other licensing board or any other agency that is investigating
a person, including, without limitation, a law enforcement agency.
(Added to NRS by 1995, 448; A 2005, 791; 2007, 2145)

NRS CROSS REFERENCES.
Contested cases, administrative procedure, NRS ch. 622A
Records open to public inspection, exception, NRS 239.001-239.030, 622.310
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