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PERCENTAGE OF FEDERAL, STATE and 
PRIVATE LAND IN SELECTED WESTERN 

STATES



ACREAGE

• State of Nevada has 110,567 square miles.
• This makes Nevada the 7th largest state in the 

nation by acreage.
• With only 12.2% private land, this makes Nevada 

the 10th smallest state in acreage or 13,490 square 
miles.

• As for private land, the state of Maryland has 
12,470 square miles and West Virginia has 24,230 
square miles.



IMPACTS OF PUBLIC LANDS ON 
NEVADA COUNTY ECONOMIES

• Public Land Grazing – Example Elko County

• Mining Operations – Example Elko County

• Tourism – Study Underway in Lincoln County

• Land Based Revenues – Past Land Based Payment Study

• Operations by BLM



Elko County Grazing Study
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COMPARISON
• In 2015 Elko County employment was 27,444.
• Job loss associated with BLM livestock was 553 to 1,212.
• From Dean Runyan Associates (2016), estimated 2015 

Direct Travel Employment in Elko County was estimated 
to 5,440.

• From Dean Runyan Associates (2016) estimated travel 
related employment from 2008 to 2015 was estimated to 
be -2.3%.

• Given negative rate of growth in Elko County tourism 
employment, tourism would never replace jobs lost 
associated with lost BLM grazing in Elko County



COMPARISON

• However if one assumes that direct Elko County 
tourism employment grows at 0.05% annually.

• It would take between 20 to 45 years for travel 
industry to replace jobs associated with BLM 
grazing in Elko County.

• Thus loss of employment associated with 
decreased BLM grazing in Elko County may not 
be readily replaced by other economic activities.



Elko Micropolitan Area Mining Study
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Tourism on Public Lands

• Potential mountain biking trails in Lincoln 
County

• Study underway In Caliente
• Find the expenditures and the impacts
• Location of expenditures
• Different recreation will have different 

impacts



Example Land Based Impacts of 
Public Lands

• Mineral Leases
• Taylor Grazing Act
• Department of Agriculture Appropriations 

Act
• Refuge Revenue Sharing Department of 

Defense
• Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILT)



PILT PAYNENTS BY STATE,PILT ENTITLED ACREAGE, and 
PILT PAYMENTS PER ENTITLED ACREAGE



COUNTY POPULATION, PILT QUALIFIED ACREAGE, PILT 
PAYMENTS, and PILT PAYMENTS PER QUALIFIED ACRE



BLM OPERATION IMPACTS

• BLM is the largest public land manager in the state of 
Nevada.

• BLM in 2012 managed approximately 47.8 million acres 
or 67.5% of Nevada’s land acreage (Nevada Land 
Management Task Force, 2014).

• Fiscal Year 2013 BLM’s direct Employment was 4,691 
with economic output of $542.0 million (BLM, 2015).

• The overall impact to the Nevada economy was a total 
employment impact of 7,664 jobs and $1.0 billion in 
economic activity (BLM, 2015).



ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ISSUES

• Federal Land Operations and Employment
• Urban and Rural Interface
• PILT Payments
• Lands Not Contiguous
• Matching Problems
• Not Only Public Lands but Surface Water 

Reallocations Have Impact
• Buddy Borden and UCED working with NACO 

for Data Development.



THANK YOU

• Tom Harris
• PHONE 775-784-1681
• Email: harris@unr.edu
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