
Community Land Trusts 

How does a 
community land 
trust work? 

Community land 
trusts tweak t he 
normal process of 
homebuying ... 

... to make housing 
permanently 
affordable. 

Various sources of public 
and philanthropic capital... 

• Pnvme donors 
• FKleral houolng subsldioo 
• City-owned property 
• Comrrunity foondations 
• Anchor institutions 

A new resident buys 
their house outright. .. 

• • 
... but leases the land 

underneath from the CLT. 

• • Current resident sells 
their house at a price set 
by the CLT, earning a 
portion of the increase in 

value of their home ... 

ClT ~ 
... while the CLT retains 

the land. 

... are used by 
community land trusts ... 

ClT 

They pay an annual fee 
to the CLT to support 

it s operations ... 

ClT 
... and the CLT retains 
permanent ownership 

of the land. 

A new resident buys the 
house at a price that's 
been kept affordable ... 

... and agrees to the 
same requirements 

around resale. 

The CLT's geographic focus allows it to not 
only provide affordable housing, but to play an 

CLTs are typically governed by: important role in stabilizing neighborhoods . 
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• . , 
CLT residents 

• i 
Other cof'MU>ity residents 

Experts and stakeholders 

1 

ClT 

As it diversifies its portfolio, the CLT can r 
also own land in trust for permanently 
affordable rental housing or community- ~ 
focused commercial developments. ., ________ • 

For more information on Community Land Trusts, see: community-wealth.org/clt s 
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... to acquire homes in a 
geographic focus area. 

Why CLTs Matter 
Althntll!Jh th4lll find t•:nnvnuntty bvvt tnt!d Jn 

the US was storted in rural Geo<gia In 

1970 by civl1 righls-., to twp poor 
black tanners, today, the maJority of the 

coomry's nearly 250 community land 
trusts ""' today located in urt>an -. 

CLTs create alfor-houslng while still 

allowing low·lncome residenls to build 
equity as ~. Moreover, 
because the CLT retains ownership of the 

unde<fying land, this hous<ng remains 

permanently affordable, avon as the origi­
nal beneficiaries of an affordable home 

price sel and mcve on. This long-term. 

contmuing benefit makes CLTs an..._ 

cially efficient use of alllordable housing 
subokfies. 

By lod<ing In permanent accesa to allotd­
able houSlng, Cl Ts can play an Important 
role "' countering the mal1<et-<lnven 
displacement associated with gentrifica­

ijon, /WJ by stewarding neighbomood 
land for the public good, not specUative 
profit, CLTs have played an equally 

Important role In stabbing commt.rities 

by p<eYenting unnec<ISSBI)' foraciooures. 
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