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After hearing numerous protests, the NDSL hired Mr. Stephen Johnson of the trrm Johnson and Perkins 
to prepare a report, Qstensibly to consider Fair Market Value, however, this report failed on a number of 
levels. The TLOA provided this report and a professional review which clearly shows the report is 
sanctionable due to numerous violations of the US PAP standards, and incredulous as to how the findings 
support the recommendation of a 24,000% increase Jr the fee for piers. Aga in, the public policy 
implications are dire. 

Mr. Johnson has a history of discredited ap pralsal misfeasance. During the early 2000's, with the praise • 
and approval of Johnson, t he Washoe County Assessor went rog1,.1e, aP.plying never-before-imagined 
appraisa l methods that increased I an~ vall!at!ons by over 1,000% at Lake Tahoe. For his role in the 
Washoe County debacle, Johnson was sued by Tahoe lake fro nt property owners. The Nevada Supreme 
Court ultimately ruled against the County and State. Washoe County was required to return the excess 
taxes with interest in the amount of $50 million dol lars. Johnson's undisclosed conflict of interest 
should have disqualified him from conducting any appraisal of pr:operties held by former plaintiffs 

. against him and could explain the incredulous result. A parallel situation has developed and history 
may repeat itself 'without an immediate course correction . 

The information at}d testir~1ony of the NDSL Registrar and his staff in support of the process and final 
regulatory package were misleading and incon~istent with the documentation available in the record. 
The failure to even consider evidence from a sister state sharing the same body of water should raise 
suspicions by this legislative commission. The failure to analyze extensive information prepared by the 
California State Lands Commission staff in favor of the r~gulations before you today prove that the NDSL 
Registrar has not fulfilled his obligations, and discredit his testimony that he considered information 
pre.pared by western states. · 

Nevada lakefront owners expect fair and reasonable fees. Unfortunately, the Registrar went well 
beyond his authority, and without supporting documentation, putting the entire process and find ings at 
risk. Most, if not all, of the piers and buoys at Lake Tahoe have existed for decades, and the legislature 
has been diligent in its application of fees. If the NDSL regu lation is enacted, an unlawful and unfair 
burden will be placed on Nevadans who happen to own property adjacent to sovereign lands of the 
state. As neighbors, we have a duty to work cooperatively to find solutions. 

The TLOA strongly urges this commission to not ratify the regulations. We look forwarg to a process 
that supports the legislative intent, and a proposal for fair fees that meet the statutory requirements. 

Sincerely, 
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