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NEVADA LEGISLATURE
NEVADA SILVER HAIRED LEGISLATIVE FORUM
(Nevada Revised Statutes 427A.320 through 427A.400)

SUMMARY MINUTES AND ACTION REPORT

The fifth meeting of the Nevada Silver Haired Legislative Forum (NSHLF) for the 2011-2012 interim period was held on Tuesday, September 18, 2012, at 10:00 a.m. in Room 4401 of the Grant Sawyer State Office Building, 555 East Washington Avenue, Las Vegas, Nevada.  The meeting was video-conferenced to Room 3138 of the Legislative Building, 401 South Carson Street, Carson City, Nevada, and to Room 137, High Tech Center, Great Basin College, Elko, Nevada.

A copy of this set of “Summary Minutes and Action Report,” including the “Second Revised Meeting Notice and Agenda” (Exhibit A) and other substantive exhibits, is available on the Nevada Legislature’s website at http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Interim.  In addition, copies of the audio-video record may be purchased through the Legislative Counsel Bureau’s Publications Office (e‑mail: publications@lcb.state.nv.us; telephone:  775/684-6835).

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT IN LAS VEGAS:

Herbert E. Randall, Ed.D., President, Clark County Senatorial District No. 5, Silver Senator
Clo Banks, Clark County Senatorial District No. 3
Joann M. Bongiorno, Clark County Senatorial District No. 5
Michael Clark, Silver Representative
Verlia Davis Hoggard, Clark County Senatorial District No. 4
Rick Kuhlmey, Clark County Senatorial District No. 2
Lucy Peres, Silver Senator
Mary D. Roberts, Clark County Senatorial District No. 1
Russ Schoenbeck, Silver Representative
Rick A. Stanfill, Clark County Senatorial District No. 10
Ronald E. Stoller, Clark County Senatorial District No. 6
Clare Tobler, Clark County Senatorial District No. 12
Harriet Trudell, Clark County Senatorial District No. 7


COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT IN CARSON CITY:

Reba June Burton, Washoe County Senatorial District No. 2
Margaret Spooner, Central Nevada Senatorial District

COMMITTEE MEMBER PRESENT IN ELKO:

Ray B. Jones, Rural Nevada Senatorial District

COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT: 

Barbara Altman, Clark County Senatorial District No. 9
Evelyn A. Cannestra, Clark County Senatorial District No. 8
Jane Maxfield, Washoe County Senatorial District No. 4

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL BUREAU STAFF PRESENT:

Mary Shope, Coordinator, NSHLF, Administrative Division, Las Vegas Office
CALL TO ORDER AND OPENING REMARKS

Herbert E. Randall, Ed.D., Forum President, called the Nevada Silver Haired Legislative Forum’s (NSHLF) meeting to order.  President Randall  welcomed guests and members of the public.  Later in the meeting, Ms. Shope called the roll call and a quorum was determined to be present.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Richard S. Combs, Director, Legislative Counsel Bureau, was introduced and welcomed.  Besides recognizing the Forum for its hard work and diligence, Mr. Combs stated he looks forward to a good relationship with the Forum. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE JUNE 5, 2012 MEETING

President Randall presented the minutes and requested the members review the meeting minutes for approval.

The NSHLF APPROVED THE FOLLOWING ACTION:

LUCY PERES MOVED TO APPROVE THE JUNE 5, 2012, MEETING MINUTES AS SUBMITTED.  CLO BANKS SECONDED THE MOTION, WHICH PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

DISCUSSION AND APPROVAL OF THE TREASURER’S REPORT FROM JUNE 5, 2012 TO AUGUST 31, 2012

Joann M. Bongiorno, Treasurer of the NSHLF, provided an overview of the “Nevada Silver Haired Legislative Forum Summary of Receipts and Expenditures of Sources/Uses of Funds and Encumbrances,” for the monthly periods of 06/30/2012, 07/31/2012, and  08/31/2012.  She explained the expenditures as usual and customary expenses for the Forum’s meetings with a remaining balance of $8,331.  In addition, Ms. Bongiorno indicated the reserved portion of the fund balance was $3,850.75.  (Exhibit D)

The NSHLF APPROVED THE FOLLOWING ACTION:

VERLIA DAVIS HOGGARD MOVED TO APPROVE THE TREASURER’S REPORTS AS SUBMITTED.  LUCY PERES SECONDED THE MOTION, WHICH PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

WORK SESSION – DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON RECOMMENDATIONS RELATING TO:

As requested by Ms. Verlia Davis Hoggard and approved by President Randall, Ms. Shope provided an overview of the Work Session Document. (Exhibit B)  President Randall asked the members prioritize the subjects in the Work Session Document. The Forum members encouraged communications with all Legislators for passage of meaningful legislation.  Ms. Shope shared information about the Nevada Legislature’s webpage.

A. HOME AND COMMUNITY BASED SERVICES (HCBS)
NSHLF’s Number 1 Recommendation

The Forum recommends the support of proposed legislation sponsored by the Legislative Committee on Senior Citizens, Veterans and Adults with Special Needs (NRS 218E.750) and the Legislative Committee on Health Care’s Task Force to Develop a State Plan to Address Alzheimer’s Disease (A.C.R. 10).  The Forum encourages increasing funding budgeted for programs that assist seniors to live in their homes and communities without institutional care.  Mr. Rick Kuhlmey requested the Forum include services for visually impaired/blind seniors. 

B. AFFORDABLE HEALTH CARE ACT AND NEVADA’S SENIORS
NSHLF’s Number 4 Recommendation

The Forum supports the adoption of proposed legislation sponsored by the Legislative Committee on Senior Citizens, Veterans and Adults with Special Needs (NRS 218E.750),  legislators, and agencies.  The Forum recommends appropriate funding, including federal funding, for health services and programs, which improves accessibility and eligibility to health and wellness programs for Nevada’s senior citizens.

C. SENIOR EMPLOYMENT CHALLENGES	
NSHLF’s Number 6 Recommendation

The Forum recognizes employment challenges that seniors encounter.  The Forum supports legislation that promotes, encourages and maintains a healthy employment environment for Nevada’s senior citizens.

D. ENDANGERED OLDER PERSONS STATEWIDE ALERT SYSTEM
NSHLF’s Number 3 Recommendation

The Forum supports implementation of the Statewide Alert System for the Safe Return of Missing Endangered Older Persons and considers asking the Governor to give priority for implementation.  The Forum currently is working on regulations with interested parties including the Nevada Highway Patrol (NHP) in the Department of Public Safety, the Nevada Broadcasters Association, local law enforcement agencies, and advocates for missing persons.  In addition, the Forum will monitor the program to assess the need for future enhancements regarding age and residency requirements as requested by Ms. Davis Hoggard.


E. PUBLIC UTILITY CONCERNS
NSHLF’s Number 2 Recommendation

The Forum recommends legislation to ensure consumer protection with utilities, especially legislation that would prohibit mandatory time of day utility rate pricing.  The Forum is concerned that seniors cannot shift their energy usage to benefit from the proposed time of day consumption rates.  Mr. Daniel Jacobsen, Bureau of Consumer Protection, shared his concerns for time of day pricing and suggested support of BDR.

F. CONSUMER PROTECTION – SENIORS AVOIDING SCAMS
NSHLF’s Number 5 Recommendation

The Forum recommends support of proposed legislation, including agency funding requests, that enhance consumer fraud protection programs such as those offered by the Office of the Attorney General and other agencies.

G. NATIONAL SILVER HAIRED CONGRESS’ (NSHC) TOP FIVE RESOLUTIONS 
FOR 2012
NSHLF’s Number 7 Recommendation

The Forum supports the NSHC’s Top Five Resolutions for 2012, which includes:

Resolution 1: Establish a National Silver Alert Notification Network for missing, vulnerable senior citizens, similar to Amber Alert, so that law enforcement, news media, and the general public may be promptly notified and timely search and rescue may be undertaken when a vulnerable, disoriented elder person is discovered missing.

Resolution 2:  Increase funding of the Older Americans Act commensurate with inflation rates and the increase in the population of older Americans.

Resolution 3:  Expand telemedicine services especially the initiation and/or expansion of Medicare reimbursement for telemedicine/telehealth home health services and services into skilled nursing facilities.

Resolution 4:  Increase funding for home and community based services by shifting some of those funds from institutional care to home and community based services.

Resolution 5:  Review and expand the Elder Justice Act with immediate resources to make this law more effective.

ELECTION OF FORUM OFFICERS FOR 2012-2013 TERM
PRESIDENT

President Randall opened the floor for nominations for the Office of President.

The NSHLF APPROVED THE FOLLOWING ACTION:

LUCY PERES MOVED TO NOMINATE HERBERT E. RANDALL FOR ANOTHER TERM AS PRESIDENT, BY ACCLAMATION.  THE MOTION WAS SECONDED BY JOANN M. BONGIORNO AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

VICE PRESIDENT
President Randall opened the floor for nominations for the Office of Vice President.  Mr. Ronald E. Stoller stated he moved to a new senatorial district so he removed his name for consideration as Vice President.  On behalf of the Forum members, President Randall and Ms. Peres recognized Mr. Stoller’s service as Vice President.

The NSHLF APPROVED THE FOLLOWING ACTION:

LUCY PERES MOVED TO NOMINATE CLARE TOBLER FOR VICE PRESIDENT.  THE MOTION WAS SECONDED BY HERBERT E. RANDALL AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

SECRETARY
President Randall opened the floor for nominations for the Office of Secretary.

The NSHLF APPROVED THE FOLLOWING ACTION:

PRESIDENT RANDALL MOVED TO NOMINATE CLO BANKS FOR ANOTHER TERM AS SECRETARY, THEN MOVED THAT NOMINATIONS BE CLOSED.  THE MOTIONS WERE SECONDED BY LUCY PERES AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

TREASURER
President Randall opened the floor for nominations for the Office of Treasurer.

The NSHLF APPROVED THE FOLLOWING ACTION:

HERBERT E. RANDALL MOVED TO NOMINATE JOANN M. BONGIORNO FOR ANOTHER TERM AS TREASURER, THEN MOVED THAT THE NOMINATIONS BE CLOSED.  THE MOTIONS WERE SECONDED BY LUCY PERES AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

STATUS REPORT ON THE NEVADA SILVER HAIRED CONGRESS

Ms. Peres provided an overview of the National Silver Haired Congress’ Annual Meeting, held in Washington, D.C.  She provided the members with the NSHC’s Top Five Resolutions 2012, but indicated the Congress chose National Silver Alert as its top resolution. She complimented the Nevada Delegation for their attendance at the meeting.  President Randall mentioned that Ms. Peres was elected as Second Vice Chair of the NSHC Board of Directors and that he was elected as President Pro tempore of the NSHC Silver Senate.

DISCUSSION OF FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS, MEETING DATES, AND EXPENDITURES

President Randall opened the discussion on future agenda items, meeting dates, and expenditures.  He elicited members to consider future legislative recommendations.  President Randall suggested members dedicate time to advance the goals and objectives.  Members supported community and statewide outreach efforts that would include senior publications, speaking engagements and/or advisory boards, public service announcements, and preparation for Older Americans Month in Nevada, May 2013.

Ms. Shope shared information about the upcoming reappointments by the Legislative Commission.

Mary Shope mentioned the upcoming Senior Dimensions Fall Fairs in October 2012.

Ms. Shope provided the information about the upcoming 30th Annual Caregiver Conference, sponsored by Aging Services Directors Organization Caregiver Conference (Exhibit E)

Mary Shope referenced President Randall’s article in the current edition of Senior Connections.  She mailed copies to the members. (Exhibit F)

Ms. Shope announced the appointment of Rose M. Park, RN, as Governor’s Consumer Health Advocate, Office for Consumer Health Assistance.

Ms. Shope referenced the Nevada Legislature’s webpage which includes Session information.
She would forward public notices for hearings, including smart meter hearings, as requested by the members.

Ms. Margaret Spooner stated she appreciates Dr. Randall’s articles in Senior Connections Magazine and that she would provide the information to her community.

Mr. Kuhlmey mentioned he has information concerning the Bureau of the Services for the Blind and encouraged members to speak with him.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

President Randall called for public comment; however, no testimony was presented.


ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Forum, the NSHLF APPROVED THE FOLLOWING ACTION:

President Randall adjourned the meeting at 12:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,



	
Mary Shope, Coordinator
Nevada Silver Haired Legislative Forum


APPROVED BY:



	
Herbert E. Randall, Ed.D., President
Nevada Silver Haired Legislative Forum

Date:  	



APPROVED BY:



	
Clo Banks, Secretary
Nevada Silver Haired Legislative Forum

Date:  	

LIST OF EXHIBITS

Exhibit A is the “Meeting Notice and Agenda” for September 18, 2012,  provided by Mary Shope, Coordinator, NSHLF, Administrative Division, Legislative Counsel Bureau.

Exhibit B is the Work Session document, dated Tuesday September 18, 2012, provided by Mary Shope, Coordinator.

Exhibit C is the National Silver Haired Congress, Top Five Resolutions 2012, provided by Ms. Lucy Peres, President of the Nevada Delegation of the NSHC.

Exhibit D are documents titled “Legislative Counsel Bureau Sources/Uses of Funds and Encumbrances,” for the monthly periods ending 06/30/2012, 07/31/2012, and 08/31/2012, provided by Mary Shope, Coordinator.

Exhibit E is Aging Services Directors Organizations’ 30th Annual Caregiver Conference Participant Registration Form, provided by Mary Shope, Coordinator.

Exhibit F is Dr. Herb Randall’s article, titled “Lessons for Living:  Pride in Being an Elder”, Senior Connections Magazine, September 2012, page 16, provided by Mary Shope, Coordinator.

This set of “Summary Minutes and Action Report” is supplied as an informational service.  Exhibits in electronic format may not be complete.  Copies of the complete exhibits, other materials distributed at the meeting, and the audio record are on file in the Research Library of the Legislative Counsel Bureau, Carson City, Nevada.  You may contact the Library online at www.leg.state.nv.us/lcb/research/library/feedbackmail.cfm or telephone: 775/684-6827.
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