                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               





NEVADA LEGISLATURE
NEVADA SILVER HAIRED LEGISLATIVE FORUM
(Nevada Revised Statutes 427A.320 through 427A.400)

SUMMARY MINUTES AND ACTION REPORT

The third meeting of the Nevada Silver Haired Legislative Forum (NSHLF) for the 2011-2012 interim period was held on Tuesday, March 27, 2012, at 10:00 a.m. in Room 4401 of the Grant Sawyer State Office Building, 555 East Washington Avenue, Las Vegas, Nevada.  The meeting was videoconferenced to Room 3137 of the Legislative Building, 401 South Carson Street, Carson City, Nevada, and to Room 137, High Tech Center, Great Basin College, Elko, Nevada.

A copy of this set of “Summary Minutes and Action Report,” including the “Second Revised Meeting Notice and Agenda” (Exhibit A) and other substantive exhibits, is available on the Nevada Legislature’s website at http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Interim.  In addition, copies of the audio-video record may be purchased through the Legislative Counsel Bureau’s Publications Office (e‑mail: publications@lcb.state.nv.us; telephone:  775/684-6835).

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT IN LAS VEGAS:

Herbert E. Randall, Ed.D., President, Clark County Senatorial District No. 5, Silver Senator
Barbara Altman, Clark County Senatorial District No.9
Clo Banks, Clark County Senatorial District No. 3
Joann M. Bongiorno, Clark County Senatorial District No. 5
Evelyn A. Cannestra, Clark County Senatorial District No. 8
Verlia Davis Hoggard, Clark County Senatorial District No. 4
Rick Kuhlmey, Clark County Senatorial District No. 2
Lucy Peres, Silver Senator
Mary D. Roberts, Clark County Senatorial District No. 1
Russ Schoenbeck, Silver Representative
Rick A. Stanfill, Clark County Senatorial District No. 10
Ronald E. Stoller, Clark County Senatorial District No. 6
La Lonnie Strait, Silver Representative
Clare Tobler, Clark County Senatorial District No. 12
Harriet Trudell, Clark County Senatorial District No. 7

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT IN CARSON CITY:

Reba June Burton, Washoe County Senatorial District No. 2

COMMITTEE MEMBER PRESENT IN ELKO:

Ray B. Jones, Rural Nevada Senatorial District

COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT:

Jane Maxfield, Washoe County Senatorial District No. 4
Margaret Spooner, Central Nevada Senatorial District

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL BUREAU STAFF PRESENT:

Mary Shope, Coordinator, NSHLF, Administrative Division, Las Vegas Office
CALL TO ORDER AND OPENING REMARKS

Herbert E. Randall, Forum President, called the Nevada Silver Haired Legislative Forum’s (NSHLF) meeting to order.  Roll was called and a quorum was determined to be present.

President Randall welcomed guests and members of the public.  Ms. Lucy Peres, President of the National Silver Haired Congress, introduced the new members of the National Silver Haired Congress, Silver Representatives Mr. Russ Schoenbeck and Ms. La Lonnie Strait.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Lieutenant Roger Vind, Highway Patrol Division, Nevada Department of Public Safety (DPS), provided an update on Nevada’s Silver Alert program.  He stated the proposed regulations, as amended, included all seniors, even tourists visiting our State.  He submitted the revised language to the Legislative Counsel Bureau for review and stated public hearings would be scheduled thereafter.

	Assemblyman Mark Sherwood, Publisher, Senior Connections, commended the Forum for its efforts in assisting seniors.  He announced the inaugural publication of Senior Connections.  President Randall, on behalf of the Forum members, wished Mr. Sherwood success.

PRESENTATION ON THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT AND U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES (DHHS) UPDATES FOR REGION IX

Herb K. Schultz, Regional Director, U.S. DHHS, Region IX, reviewed the provisions of the Affordable Care Act (ACA). (Exhibit B)  He stated Americans, including many Nevadans, have benefited from the health care coverage, especially the preventive benefits.  He outlined the three main points of health care reform:  1) expanding access to health insurance coverage, 2) consumer protections, and 3) improving quality and lowering costs.  Mr. Schultz detailed elements of the legislation such as annual free wellness visits, prescription drug benefits, Medicare fraud and abuse efforts, coordination of care by physicians, and the extension of the Medicare trust fund with recouped funds.  He said Nevada benefited from grants and educational programs dedicated for senior services.  Additionally, Mr. Schultz covered the benefits of the preexisting condition insurance program.  (Exhibit C)

	Forum members inquired about the effectiveness of the legislation dealing with health boards and the program’s cost efficiency.  Mr. Schultz assured the Forum members the preventive programs not only benefited Nevadans, but also provided financial guarantees for healthcare providers.

	Jonathan Friedrich, member of the public, Clark County, shared his concern regarding identity theft as an unintended consequence associated with the utilization of Medicare cards encoded with Social Security numbers.  In order to protect personal data, he requested Mr. Schultz investigate his concern and facilitate revisions to the Medicare cards.

PRESENTATION ON SMART METERS

[bookmark: _GoBack]Judy Stokey, Executive, Governmental and External Affairs, NV Energy, introduced Mr. Schad L. Koon, Manager, Customer Programs and Services, Customer Service Department, NV Energy.  She shared her appreciation to the Forum for this opportunity to discuss the NVEnergize program.

Mr. Koon highlighted the NVEnergize program addressing the details of the smart meter installation efforts and the benefits to the community.  As part of the installation process, he stated NV Energy authorized independent audits of smart meters to address security and safety.  Mr. Koon indicated this program aligns with NV Energy’s strategy, which includes customer engagement, improved energy conservation programs, renewable and clean generation investment, and operational savings.  (Exhibit D)

Forum members raised concerns about the smart meter data and the projected cost savings.  They shared their personal experiences of the installation, both favorable and unfavorable.

Daniel O. Jacobsen, Technical Staff Manager, Office of the Attorney General, Bureau of Consumer Protection (BCP), explained the duties and responsibilities of his office, which in part, includes the evaluation and monitoring of utility rates.  Specifically, he stated the Bureau made the recommendations for no smart meter opt-out fee assessments and no mandatory time of day energy rate pricing.  (Exhibit E)  Mr. Jacobsen stated utility rates could increase due to the excessive generation capacity, the renewal portfolio standard, and the subsidy programs.  He urged support for proposed legislation to control the rates.  As requested by President Randall, Mr. Jacobsen provided Legislative recommendations for consideration. (Exhibit F)

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 20, 2011, and DECEMBER 14, 2011 MEETINGS

	President Randall presented the minutes and requested the members review both sets of meeting minutes for approval.

The NSHLF APPROVED THE FOLLOWING ACTION:

LUCY PERES MOVED TO APPROVE THE SEPTEMBER 20, 2011, AND THE DECEMBER 14, 2011, MEETING MINUTES AS SUBMITTED.  EVELYN A. CANNESTRA SECONDED THE MOTION, WHICH PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.


DISCUSSION AND APPROVAL OF THE TREASURER’S REPORT FROM DECEMBER 14, 2011, TO FEBRUARY 29, 2012

Joann M. Bongiorno, Treasurer of the NSHLF, provided an overview of the “Nevada Silver Haired Legislative Forum Summary of Receipts and Expenditures of Sources/Uses of Funds and Encumbrances,” for the monthly periods of 12/31/2011, 01/31/2012, and 02/29/2012.  (Exhibit G).  She explained the expenditures as usual and customary expenses for the Forum’s meetings with a remaining balance of $3,389.55.  In addition, Ms. Bongiorno indicated the Reserved Portion of the Fund balance was $3,850.75.

The NSHLF APPROVED THE FOLLOWING ACTION:

LUCY PERES MOVED TO APPROVE THE TREASURER’S REPORTS AS SUBMITTED.  EVELYN A. CANNESTRA SECONDED THE MOTION, WHICH PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

DISCUSSION OF FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS, MEETING DATES, AND EXPENDITURES

President Randall opened the discussion on future agenda items, meeting dates, and expenditures.  He asked members to consider future legislative recommendations.

In addition, Ms. Shope provided a copy of the Nevada Legislature’s home page and announced the Forum’s new hyperlink.  (Exhibit H)

Responding to an inquiry about the Forum’s brochure, Ms. Shope stated it was near completion with revisions pending.

Ms. Shope announced that Mr. Lorne Malkiewich, Director of the Legislative Counsel Bureau, was leaving his job to become the chief operating officer for the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges.  The Forum expressed its appreciation for his support over the years and wished him continued success with his new endeavors.

Ms. Shope shared a letter dated March 26, 2012, received from Ms. Marjorie W. Berday. She indicated Ms. Berday requested assistance from the Department of Employment, Training and Rehabilitation, Employment Security Division, but instead received unsatisfactory service. (Exhibit I)

Mary Shope shared the news that Ms. Alice Adams, representative of Clark County Senatorial District No. 2, passed away February 2012.  She extended condolences to her family.


PUBLIC COMMENT:

Angel DeFazio, Founder of the National Toxic Encephalopathy Foundation, complemented the Forum for its advocacy.  She voiced her concerns regarding the potential health risks associated with the utility smart meters. Ms. DeFazio suggested the public be vigilant against smart meter installations.

Jonathan Friedrich, previously identified, shared concerns regarding the installation of smart meters and the potential for time of day rate increases.  He stated both concerns would present financial hardships for customers, especially seniors.  He questioned the NVEnergize literature that contained the statement “certified accurate.”  For the convenience of the public, Mr. Friedrich provided contact information for Colonel (Retired) Bob Frank, an independent consultant.

Katie M. Johnson, Grassroots Manager, National Committee to Preserve Social Security and Medicare, highlighted the importance of preserving and strengthening Social Security and Medicare, especially in light of the National budget deficits.  Additionally, she provided the Forum with literature reviewing the benefits of Social Security, Medicare and the ACA.  Ms. Johnson encouraged the Forum members to stay engaged with senior citizens.  (Exhibit J)

Ms. DeFazio, previously identified, further explained her concerns regarding smart meters were based on neurological research.  She recommended that NV Energy suspend the installation program until the radio frequency safety standards were approved.  Ms. DeFazio concluded by providing her contact information.


ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Forum, the NSHLF APPROVED THE FOLLOWING ACTION:

LUCY PERES MOVED TO ADJOURN TODAY’S MEETING.  CLO BANKS SECONDED THE MOTION, WHICH PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

President Randall adjourned the meeting at 12:57 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,



	
Mary Shope, Coordinator
Nevada Silver Haired Legislative Forum


APPROVED BY:



	
Herbert E. Randall, Ed.D., President
Nevada Silver Haired Legislative Forum

Date:  	



APPROVED BY:



	
Clo Banks, Secretary
Nevada Silver Haired Legislative Forum

Date:  	


LIST OF EXHIBITS

Exhibit A is the “Second Revised Meeting Notice and Agenda” for March 27, 2012,  provided by Mary Shope, Coordinator, NSHLF, Administrative Division, Legislative Counsel Bureau.

Exhibit B is the biography of Herb K. Schultz, Regional Director, U.S. DHHS, Region IX, provided by Mary Shope, Coordinator.

Exhibit C is the document titled “The Health Care Law and You”, provided by Herb. K. Schultz, Regional Director, U.S. DHHS, Region IX.

Exhibit D are the documents titled “NVEnergize-Creating an energy-smart future”, “Myths vs. Facts about Smart Meters”, “What if cars didn’t have speedometers?”, and “My Account”, provided by Ms. Stokey, Executive, Governmental and External Affairs, NV Energy.

Exhibit E is the document titled “Energy Issues/Supporting Details” provided by Daniel O. Jacobsen, Technical Staff Manager, Office of the Attorney General, Bureau of Consumer Protection.

Exhibit F is the document titled “Legislative Recommendations from the Bureau of Consumer Protection to the Silver Hair Congress”, provided by Daniel O. Jacobsen, BCP Technical Staff Manager.

Exhibit G are documents titled “Legislative Counsel Bureau Sources/Uses of Funds and Encumbrances,” for the monthly periods ending 12/31/2011, 01/31/2012, and 02/29/2012, provided by Mary Shope, Coordinator.

Exhibit H is the Nevada Legislature’s website, provided by Ms. Shope.

Exhibit I is the letter addressed to the NSHLF, dated March 26, 2012, received from Ms. Marjorie W. Berday, as redacted by and provided by Mary Shope, Coordinator.

Exhibit J is the collection of documents “Viewpoint. The President’s FY 2013 Budget and It’s Effect On Seniors”, “Two Years Later: The Benefits of the Affordable Care Act for Nevada”- HealthCare.gov, and “Health Care Reform At-A-Glance”- PatientsAware.org, provided by Ms. Katie M. Johnson, Grassroots Manager, National Committee to Preserve Social Security and Medicare.

This set of “Summary Minutes and Action Report” is supplied as an informational service.  Exhibits in electronic format may not be complete.  Copies of the complete exhibits, other materials distributed at the meeting, and the audio record are on file in the Research Library of the Legislative Counsel Bureau, Carson City, Nevada.  You may contact the Library online at www.leg.state.nv.us/lcb/research/library/feedbackmail.cfm or telephone: 775/684-6827.
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