                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              





NEVADA LEGISLATURE
NEVADA SILVER HAIRED LEGISLATIVE FORUM
(Nevada Revised Statutes 427A.320 through 427A.400)

SUMMARY MINUTES AND ACTION REPORT

The first meeting of the Nevada Silver Haired Legislative Forum (NSHLF) for the 2011-2012 interim period was held on Tuesday, September 20, 2011, at 10 a.m. in Room 4401 of the Grant Sawyer State Office Building, 555 East Washington Avenue, Las Vegas, Nevada.  The meeting was videoconferenced to Room 3137 of the Legislative Building, 401 South Carson Street, Carson City, Nevada, and to Room 124, Greenhaw Technical Arts Center, Great Basin College, Elko, Nevada.

A copy of this set of “Summary Minutes and Action Report,” including the “Meeting Notice and Agenda” (Exhibit A) and other substantive exhibits, is available on the Nevada Legislature’s website at http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Interim.  In addition, copies of the audio-video record may be purchased through the Legislative Counsel Bureau’s Publications Office (e‑mail:  publications@lcb.state.nv.us; telephone:  775/684-6835).

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT IN LAS VEGAS:

Herbert E. Randall, President
Barbara Altman
Clo Banks
Joann M. Bongiorno
Evelyn A. Cannestra
Mary D. Roberts
Rick A. Stanfill
Ronald E. Stoller

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT IN CARSON CITY:

Reba June Burton
Margaret Spooner


COMMITTEE MEMBER PRESENT IN ELKO:

Ray B. Jones

COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT:

Alice Adams
Ruth H. Hart
Verlia Davis Hoggard
Jane Maxfield
Harriet Trudell

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL BUREAU STAFF PRESENT:

Mary Shope, Coordinator, NSHLF, Administrative Division, Las Vegas Office
CALL TO ORDER AND OPENING REMARKS

Herbert E. Randall, Forum President, called the Nevada Silver Haired Legislative Forum’s (NSHLF) meeting to order.  Roll was called and a quorum was determined to be present.

President Randall welcomed guests, members of the public, Senator David R. Parks (Clark County Senatorial District No. 7) and Assemblyman James A. Ohrenschall (Clark County Assembly District No. 12).

President Randall welcomed the newest member, Barbara Altman, representing Clark County Senatorial District No. 9.  Additionally, Dr. Randall informed the members he was reappointed to represent Clark County Senatorial District No. 5.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Assemblyman Ohrenschall recognized the Forum for its commitment, and stated it was an honor to be present when the Forum was recognizing Senator Parks.

DISCUSSION AND REVIEW OF THE 76TH SESSION OF THE NEVADA LEGISLATURE

President Randall reviewed the legislative history of SB 245 and Senator Parks’ sponsorship of this legislation.  (Exhibit B)  The Forum presented Senator Parks with a recognition award.

Senator Parks recalled the history for this legislation and acknowledged former Assemblywoman McClain’s efforts with Assembly Bill No. 4 of the 2009 Session.  He recognized the many community partners that shared support of this legislation. In addition, Senator Parks highlighted senior legislation, including the fiscal constraints for those programs.

Dr. Randall recognized additional supporters of the Silver Alert program such as Senator Wiener; Mr. Fisher, President and CEO, Nevada Broadcasters Association; and Director Perry and Chief Curtis, Nevada Department of Public Service, Division of Highway Patrol.  He supported continued partnerships with the implementation of the Silver Alert program.

President Randall encouraged Forum members to share their assessments of the 2011 Session.  Reba June Burton stated she appreciated Senator Parks’ efforts including the ceremonial bill signing.  Evelyn A. Cannestra recognized Senator Parks’ support and shared her gratitude.  Joann M. Bongiorno noted Silver Alert programs save lives and for this alone, everyone should be grateful to Senator Parks.  Mary D. Roberts commended Senator Parks for his special support for senior issues, including non-profit organizations like Opportunity Village.

PRESENTATION CONCERNING EMPLOYMENT CHALLENGES FOR OLDER ADULTS

Edith L. Caldwell, Doctoral Learner, University of Phoenix, introduced herself and provided an overview of employment challenges for seniors age 65 to 75 years, which is the subject of her Doctoral Thesis.  She indicated that the largest number of the retirement population, millions of Americans, would be eligible for Social Security benefits and this alone places a major burden on the Social Security Administration to support those individuals entering retirement.  Her research thesis alleges that older adults want to work, need to work, and are challenged to stay on the job or gain employment.  She reiterated that seniors are vital to the employment market.

Additionally, Ms. Caldwell encouraged older Americans to take advantage of educational opportunities to refresh their employment skills.  She indicated that the combination of computer training and employment experiences minimizes age discrimination in employment practices.

Ms. Caldwell promised she will continue her research on employment challenges for older adults and requested the Forum’s assistance during her research.

Ronald E. Stoller indicated that Clark County has a large percentage senior population, which would benefit from her endeavors and dedication.

Ms. Bongiorno requested information about senior employment opportunities.  Ms. Caldwell shared AARP’s employment service named “Third Age” as a resource.

PRESENTATION ON NEVADA DEPARTMENT OF EMPLOYMENT, TRAINING AND REHABILITATION 

William D. Anderson, Chief Economist, Research and Analysis Bureau, Nevada Department of Employment, Training and Rehabilitation (DETR), provided Nevada’s most recent Labor Market data, dated August 2011.  He discussed the impact of today’s employment environment on Nevadans, including seniors. (Exhibit C)

Lynda Parven, Deputy Administrator of DETR and the Employment Security Division, provided an overview of the State’s Employment Investment and Job Connect programs.  She stated the programs offer employment skill assessments with subsequent retraining opportunities.  (Exhibit D)

Ms. Bongiorno asked if employment statistics were collected and available for the public.  Ms. Parven answered that approximately 68% of those seeking employment have been assisted with DETR’s services.  She stated DETR works closely with the Governor’s Office of Economic Development to encourage job growth.  Additionally, Mr. Anderson stated the hospitality and construction industries prevail, but health care and green industries provide future growth.  He added DETR provides training programs that assist with this transition.

ELECTIONS OF FORUM OFFICERS FOR 2011-2012 TERM

President Randall opened the floor for nominations for the Office of President.

The NSHLF APPROVED THE FOLLOWING ACTION:

EVELYN A. CANNESTRA MOVED TO NOMINATE HERBERT E. RANDALL FOR ANOTHER TERM AS PRESIDENT.  BARBARA ALTMAN SECONDED THE NOMINATION.  RONALD E. STOLLER MOVED THAT NOMINATIONS BE CLOSED AND PRESIDENT RANDALL BE RE-ELECTED TO THE OFFICE OF PRESIDENT OF THE NEVADA SILVER HAIRED LEGISLATIVE FORUM.  THE MOTIONS WERE SECONDED BY EVELYN A. CANNESTRA AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

President Randall opened the floor for nominations for the Office of Vice President.

The NSHLF APPROVED THE FOLLOWING ACTION:

HERBERT E. RANDALL MOVED TO NOMINATE RONALD E. STOLLER FOR ANOTHER TERM AS VICE PRESIDENT, THEN MOVED THAT NOMINATIONS BE CLOSED AND MR. STOLLER BE RE-ELECTED TO THE OFFICE OF VICE PRESIDENT OF THE NEVADA SILVER HAIRED LEGISLATIVE FORUM.  THE MOTIONS WERE SECONDED BY RICK A. STANFILL AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

President Randall opened the floor for nominations for the Office of Secretary.

The NSHLF APPROVED THE FOLLOWING ACTION:

PRESIDENT RANDALL MOVED TO NOMINATE CLO BANKS FOR ANOTHER TERM AS SECRETARY, THEN MOVED THAT NOMINATIONS BE CLOSED AND MS. BANKS BE RE-ELECTED TO THE OFFICE OF SECRETARY OF THE NSHLF.  THE MOTIONS WERE SECONDED BY JOANN M. BONGIORNO AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.


President Randall opened the floor for nominations for the Office of Treasurer.

The NSHLF APPROVED THE FOLLOWING ACTION:

EVELYN A. CANNESTRA  MOVED TO NOMINATE JOANN M. BONGIORNO FOR ANOTHER TERM AS TREASURER, THEN MOVED THAT THE NOMINATIONS BE CLOSED AND THAT MS. BONGIORNO BE RE-ELECTED AS TREASURER OF THE NSHLF.  THE MOTIONS WERE SECONDED BY PRESIDENT RANDALL AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 26, 2010 MEETING

The NSHLF APPROVED THE FOLLOWING ACTION:

BARBARA ALTMAN MOVED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 26, 2010 MEETING.  EVELYN A. CANNESTRA SECONDED THE MOTION, WHICH PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

DISCUSSION AND APPROVAL OF THE TREASURER’S REPORT FROM OCTOBER 26, 2010, TO AUGUST 31, 2011, AND APPROVAL OF RECENT EXPENDITURES

President Randall provided an overview of the “Nevada Silver Haired Legislative Forum Summary of Receipts and Expenditures of Sources/Uses of Funds and Encumbrances,” for the monthly periods from 10/31/2010 to 08/31/2011. (Exhibit E).  He explained the expenditures as usual and customary expenses for the Legislative Session.

The NSHLF APPROVED THE FOLLOWING ACTION:

EVELYN A. CANNESTRA MOVED TO APPROVE THE TREASURER’S REPORTS AS SUBMITTED.  BARBARA ALTMAN SECONDED THE MOTION, WHICH PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

The NSHLF APPROVED THE FOLLOWING ACTION:

CLO BANKS MOVED TO APPROVE THE EXPENDITURES AS SUBMITTED.  RICK STANFILL SECONDED THE MOTION, WHICH PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

[bookmark: _GoBack]DISCUSSION AND REVIEW OF NEVADA SILVER HAIRED LEGISLATIVE FORUM’S GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

President Randall opened the discussion with an explanation of Goals and Objectives.  He shared goals that would be worthy of consideration such as respect for older persons, advocacy for seniors, celebration of senior events similar to the Older Americans month, and meaningful recommendations for the Legislature.  In addition, Dr. Randall indicated  scheduled meetings and the establishment of a speaker bureau would strengthen community relationships.

To improve communications, Ms. Bongiorno recommended utilization of electronic media avenues for sharing information with the public and senior organizations.

Ms. Altman recommended partnerships with educational coalitions.  In addition, she suggested that brochures include the Forum’s mission.

Ms. Cannestra indicated that elder abuse should be a priority and suggested members request Legislative support.  She acknowledged Dr. Randall’s dedication.

Margaret Spooner favored personal communication like one-on-one visitations to local senior resource centers for successful outreach.

Ms. Burton note her experience, reviewed elements for a successful brochure, and offered her assistance when the Forum designs its publication.

STATUS REPORT ON THE NATIONAL SILVER HAIRED CONGRESS AND NATIONAL COUNCIL OF SILVER HAIRED LEGISLATORS 

President Randall reported the National Silver Haired Congress (NSHC) scheduled its annual conference in the month of August, instead of February, as it had been in the past.

Additionally, he explained the data derived from the 2010 Census provided by the U.S. Bureau of the Census, would increase Nevada’s Delegation by one representative.  President Randall recognized NSHC’s newly elected officers:  Ms. Lucy Peres, President, Dr. Herbert E. Randall, Vice-President and Treasurer, and Ms. Ruth H. Hart, Secretary.

He commented on the NSHC’s “Top 5 Resolutions of 2011” which included the following:
1) Implement a National Silver Alert Notification Network for Missing Elderly Citizens, 2) Support Funding for Older Americans Act,
3) Increase Funding for Home and Community-Based Services,
4) Prosecution and Restitution for Crimes Against Seniors, and
5) (tied) Establish a Senate Standing Committee on Aging, and Strengthen Social Security-Old Age, Survivors, and Disability Insurance (OASDI) Trust Funds. (Exhibit F)

Mary Shope indicated the Nevada Delegation received First Place State Showcase which is a competitive award to recognize a State’s promotional display.  President Randall recognized Ms. Peres for her dedication and hard work in making this award possible.


DISCUSSION OF FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS, MEETING DATES, AND EXPENDITURES

President Randall opened the discussion on future agenda items, meeting dates, and expenditures.

Mary Shope shared informational items regarding upcoming conferences and fall fairs, and World Alzheimer’s Day.  (Exhibit G)  Ms. Shope provided the members with the Royal Pages, a senior resource directory, as presented by Clark County Social Services Senior Advocate Program. (Exhibit H)

Additionally, Ms. Shope shared the letter from Barry Gold, Director Government Relations, AARP NV, which commended the Forum members on their efforts relating to SB 245 and senior issues. (Exhibit I)

Ms. Barbara Altman reported on her efforts with the Clark County School District’s Senior Outreach Program and extended an invitation for Forum members to participate.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

No public comment offered.


ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Committee, the NSHLF APPROVED THE FOLLOWING ACTION:

EVELYN A. CANNESTRA MOVED TO ADJOURN TODAY’S MEETING.  JOANN M. BONGIORNO SECONDED THE MOTION, WHICH PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

President Randall adjourned the meeting at 12:18 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,



	
Mary Shope, Coordinator
Nevada Silver Haired Legislative Forum


APPROVED BY:



	
Herbert E. Randall, Ed.D., President
Nevada Silver Haired Legislative Forum

Date:  	



APPROVED BY:



	
Clo Banks, Secretary
Nevada Silver Haired Legislative Forum

Date:  	


LIST OF EXHIBITS

Exhibit A is the “Revised Meeting Notice and Agenda” for September 20, 2011, provided by Mary Shope, Coordinator, NSHLF, Administrative Division, Legislative Counsel Bureau (LCB).

Exhibit B is the Legislative Biography – 2011 Session for David R. Parks, from the Nevada Legislative Manual, 76th Session of the Nevada Legislature, 2011, Carson City, Nevada Legislative Counsel Bureau, pages 31-32, provided by Mary Shope, Coordinator.

Exhibit C are the documents titled “Nevada Labor Market Briefing: August 2011”, provided by William D. Anderson, Chief Economist, Research and Analysis Bureau, DETR.

Exhibit D is a collection of DETR’s reference documents titled Workforce Programs, Hire an Older Worker, State of Nevada Veterans Employment Services, and Job Seekers Start Here, provided by Lynda Parven, Deputy Administrator, DETR/ ESR.

Exhibit E are documents titled “Legislative Counsel Bureau Sources/Uses of Funds and Encumbrances,” for the monthly periods ending 10/31/2010 to 08/31/2011, provided by Mary Shope, Coordinator.

Exhibit F is the National Silver Haired Congress’ “Top 5 Resolutions of 2011”, provided by Herbert E. Randall, Ed.D., NSHC Silver Representative.

Exhibit G is the media release by Alzheimer’s Disease International, World Alzheimer’s Day 2011, Faces of Dementia, provided by Mary Shope, Coordinator.

Exhibit H is the publication, Royal Pages, Senior Resource Directory, presented by Clark County Social Service Senior Advocate Program, provided by Mary Shope, Coordinator.

Exhibit I is the letter dated June 7, 2011, received from Barry Gold, Director Government Relations, AARP Nevada, provided by Mary Shope, Coordinator.

This set of “Summary Minutes and Action Report” is supplied as an informational service.  Exhibits in electronic format may not be complete.  Copies of the complete exhibits, other materials distributed at the meeting, and the audio record are on file in the Research Library of the Legislative Counsel Bureau, Carson City, Nevada.  You may contact the Library online at www.leg.state.nv.us/lcb/research/library/feedbackmail.cfm or telephone: 775/684-6827.
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