
January, 28, 2020

Attention to Interim Committee:

My name is Heidi Englund,

I was diagnosed with MultipleSclerosis10yearsago,whileI wasworking fortheState 
of Nevada until2016when my medication was withheld from meby the Specialty 
Pharmacy through PublicEmployeesBenefitsProgram,causing metogetsosickI lost 
the feeling in my arms and hands, and suffered with two new lesions in my brain, 
causing me to retire on Nevada’s Public Employees RetirementSystem,Disability 
Retirement. I stillcannotfeelmy armsandhands,and spasticityiscausing pain in 
my hands.

My latestof many struggles problem arose with having insurance through United 
Healthcare’sspecialtypharmacy.I wanted to refilla specific drug thataids in how I 
can use my arms and legs.Through my insurance, my cost ​monthly costwould be 
$1100.00. My monthly costthrough theactualdrugs assistantpaymentprogram 
would be $2000.00. I called my neurologistofficetoask if anything was possible to 
substitutethisdrug.Theprescription nurseremembered thatanotherpatientneeded 
help with this drug, and the decision was to have it made through Sierra 
Compounding pharmacy,herein Reno. ​Monthly costtome,$120.00.Why$120.00 
and not$2000.00? we know itisbecauseof allthepeoplewhowanttomakemoney 
on ourmedications,making itimpossibleforpeoplelikemewhojustneedmedication 
to function; and be able to take care of myself.

Justthisweek,wehaveafuethercomplication:My husbandlosthisjob,and ​in three 
more day​,wewillhavenoinsuranceatall.ThatmeansI willnotbereceiving my next 
infusion of my MS medication,and thatis a very bad thing forme,becausewhen you 
to interrupt MS treatment your immune system attcks you. What am I going to do?

At least I will be able to buy myself one drug for $120.00.

I do notqualify forany forany MedicareorMedicaidforafew reasons,which aretoo 
lengthy to go into, but I hope to qualify in 10 more years.

We need access to affordable medication withoutbeing tortured through this terrible 
process! Please continue helping the people of Nevada!

Heidi Englund


