





	Good morning,
	It is my honor to speak with the Legislative Committee on Health Care, and I would like to thank the committee chair Assemblywoman Cohen and vice-chair Senator Ratti for this opportunity to present on oral health delivery from our nonprofit, Future Sm...
	An example of a dental health crisis happened recently. A mom and her 9-year old little girl, Yazmin,  came to the NWP Dental Wellness Center. Unfortunately, on this particular day we did not have a dentist working. I could see a large swelling almost...
	I’ve provided the committee with a summary of Future Smiles to include data points and health outcomes. Our greatest concern is that 70% of the children served at the NWP Dental Wellness Center have untreated tooth decay, and 25% of them are in urgent...
	Also, pay close attention to our funding. We have a $1.4 million annual budget. 50% of Future Smiles’ annual budget is supported by two local Foundations, the Elaine P. Wynn and Family Foundation and Engelstad Foundation. Our funding balance is fragil...
	Funding is one of the biggest limitations to dental access and treatment. Other elements that impede the expansion of programs, like Future Smiles, include limited parental consent, an efficient system to link school enrollment to school health progra...
	I’d also like to point out that support of the Oral Health Program and the Dental Health Officer is critical to expanding a program like Future Smiles. The Dental Health Officer is the dental expert in our State and, as such, can provide a certificati...
	Sincerely,
	Terri Chandler, RDH
	Future Smiles Founder and Executive Director

