RESOLUTION

Free-Roaming Horse and Burro Management
July 2020

Whereas, The Wild Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Act of 1971 (WFRHBA), as amended, ensured
free-roaming horses and burros (FRHB) existing on Bureau of Land Management (BLM) or Forest Service
(FS) managed lands in 1971, would be protected and managed as valued components of our public
lands. Their range was to be sufficient to sustain herds, while ensuring a "thriving natural ecological
balance" with wildlife, livestock and other public land multiple uses in accordance with the Multiple Use,
Sustained Yield Act of 1960.

Whereas, the WFRHBA directed BLM and the FS to determine, including in consultation with wildlife
agencies, appropriate numbers (Appropriate Management Level (AML)) of FRHB to retain thriving
natural ecological balance of habitat, forage, and water needs of wildlife, livestock and FRHB by
assessment of plant and riparian sustainability. Once over AML, FRHB numbers were defined as excess
to the carrying capacity of the land.

Whereas, BLM and FS have used and do use various public processes to set and adjust AMLs on a
herd-by-herd basis including but not limited to Resource Management Plans, Land Management Plans,
and Multiple Use Decisions and typically analyzed through requirements of and in accordance with the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).

Whereas, in Nevada, water comprises a mere 2% of our public lands, in the form of scattered springs,
small streams and ephemeral playas, and is essential for the survival of wildlife, livestock & FRHB alike.
Since 2010, AML determination must include the level of functionality of those small riparian/water
sources on which all living things on public lands depend.

Whereas, in order to assist in achieving the thriving natural ecological balance mandate, BLM and the FS
remove above AML excess FRHB, make them available for adoption or placed in short term or long-term

holdings, including lifetime pastures, or treated with fertility inhibitors and returned to public lands.

Whereas, Nevada is host to over 50% of all FRHB West-wide on our semi-arid and arid Great Basin and
Mojave Desert lands.

Whereas, in Nevada, population numbers to ensure thriving natural ecological balance was determined
to be an AML of 12,800 horses and burros in 83 Herd Management Areas (HMA's).
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