State of Nevada
NEVADA SILVER HAIRED LEGISLATIVE FORUM
[image: color][image: ~AUT0000](Nevada Revised Statutes 427A.320 through 427A.400)

	
Grant Sawyer State Office Building
555 East Washington Avenue, Room 4400
Las Vegas, Nevada   89101-1049
(702) 486-2800
Mary Shope, Coordinator


	Lucy Peres, President
Herbert E. Randall, Ed. D., Vice President   
	Harriet Trudell, Secretary
Joann M. Bongiorno, Treasurer




WORK SESSION DOCUMENT
Tuesday, June 29, 2010


The following “Work Session Document” has been compiled by the coordinator of the Nevada Silver Haired Legislative Forum (Nevada Revised Statutes [NRS] 427A.320).  It is designed to assist the Forum members in developing statements and determining recommendations to be forwarded to the Legislative Commission and the Governor.

The document contains recommendations within the scope of the Forum’s duties that were presented in hearings and submitted in writing for the Forum’s consideration.  The possible actions listed in the document do not necessarily have the support or opposition of the Forum.  Rather, these possible actions are compiled and organized so the Forum members may review them to decide if they should be adopted, changed, rejected, or given further consideration.

For purposes of this Work Session Document, the recommendations are not preferentially ordered.  Additionally, although possible actions may be identified within each recommendation, the Forum may choose to recommend any of the following actions:  (1) request the drafting of legislation; (2) request the drafting of a resolution; (3) draft a letter; or (4) include a statement in the final report.  Individuals who proposed the recommendations may be referenced in parentheses.  Supporting or related articles, documents, presentations and testimony are shown in the boxes following each recommendation, and copies of these items are available from the Coordinator.

If action is taken to adopt a recommendation, it will become part of the Forum’s final report and will be presented to the Legislative Commission and the Governor.
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RECOMMENDATIONS


Recommendation No. 1 – An Endangered Persons Statewide Alert System

•	Recommend that a bill draft be requested to create an Endangered Persons Statewide Alert System.  Such a proposal would identify and outline criteria for the implementation of a voluntary system.  The alert system would authorize law enforcement agencies, broadcast organizations, and other voluntary organizations to share descriptive information.  

		(Proposed  by  Lucy  Peres,  Forum President,  Nevada’s  Delegation  of 		 National Silver Haired Congress (NSHC), and Forum members)

	
NSHC’s Top Five Resolutions for 2010.




	
Letter dated May 21, 2010, addressed to Kathy McClain, Nevada State  Assemblywoman and Chairwoman, Legislative Committee on Senior Citizens, Veterans and Adults with Special Needs, with the Forum’s recommendation for consideration of a bill draft request (BDR).




	
The report SILVER ALERT INITIATIVES IN THE STATES, Protecting Seniors with Cognitive Impairments, 3/22/2010, provided by National Association of State Units on Aging (NASUA).
 



	
The article “More Wander Off in Fog of Age”, The New York Times, written by Kirk Johnson, dated May 4, 2010.  




	

Testimony by Robert D. Fisher, Chief Executive Officer, Nevada Broadcasters Association, Francis Mahoney, Founder, Nevada Center for Missing Loved Ones, and other members of the public.  




Recommendation No. 2 – Long Term Health Care Issues

•	Recommend that a bill draft be requested to improve long term health care that would address concerns such as personnel staffing and training, transparency, and enforcement of licensing regulations, or in the alternative, write a statement in the Summary Report to the Legislative Commission and the Governor supporting long term health care proposals advanced by the Legislative Committees.            

		(Proposed by President Peres, and Forum members) 

	
Presentation by Maureen E. Peckman, Chief Executive Officer, Cleveland Clinic Lou Ruvo Center for Brain Health.
  



	
Presentation by Wendy Simons, Consultant, Assisted Living Consultant.  




	
Presentation by Marla L. McDade Williams, MPA, Deputy Administrator, Nevada State Health Division, Bureau of Health Care Quality and Compliance (HCQC).  




	
Testimony by members of Citizens for Patients’ Dignity and other members of the public.   




Recommendation No. 3 – Guardianship Reform

•	Support proposed guardianship legislation as submitted by the Legislative Committee on Senior Citizens, Veterans and Adults with Special Needs  or in the alternative, write a statement in the Summary Report to the Legislative Commission and the Governor highlighting the need for reform and further study of adult guardianships during the 2011 – 2012 interim.  

		(Proposed  by  Herbert E. Randall, Ed.D. Forum Vice President)


	
Written testimony by Kathleen Buchanan, Clark County Public Guardian, “Overview of Public Guardian – Guardianship”, dated March 24, 2010. 
  



	
Testimony by members of Citizens for Patients’ Dignity and other members of the public.   




Recommendation No. 4 – National Silver Haired Congress’ (NSHC) Top Five        Resolutions for 2010

•	Write a statement in the Summary Report to the Legislative Commission and the Governor in support of  NSHC’s Top Five Resolutions for 2010.  They include 1) Support Silver Alert, 2) Pass Elder Justice Act, 3) Create National Background Checks for Health Care Givers, 4) Increase Funding for Older Americans Act, and 5) Mandatory Geriatric Education.  

		(Proposed  by  Lucy  Peres,  Forum President,  Nevada’s  Delegation  of 		 NSHC, and Forum members)

	
Presentation by Nevada’s Delegation of NSHC outlining the NSHC’s Top Five Resolutions for 2010.   
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