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Demographics
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Cyclical Slowing, But Nevada Still Well Placed
Population, % change
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New Residents Play an Important Role
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Large Working-Age Cohort Fuels Participation
Labor force participation rate, %

Nevada
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In Expansions, Nevada Leads Growth
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Economic Structure
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Slow Changes in Nevada’s Economy 
Location quotients, U.S.=1.0
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Industrial diversity, U.S.=1.0
Uneven Distribution of Industrial Broadening
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Employment volatility, 2008, U.S.=100
Great on the Upside but the Downside Is Painful
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Costs of doing business, U.S.=100
Advantages for Some Industries but Not All
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Higher Costs Generally Balance By Income
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Most of the State Better Positioned Than U.S.
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Educational attainment, persons over 25 years, % of population, 2008
Tough to Retain Educated Persons
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Rate assuming U.S. mix of 
occupations, age, race & ethnicity
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Spending Gap Increasing
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NEAP scores, 8th grade
Students Less Prepared Entering High School...
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SAT scores, 2009
...And College Entrants Less Competitive
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The American Dream Can Be Elusive
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Easy Come, Painful to Go



27FROM MOODY’S ECONOMY.COM

75

100

125

150

175

200

99 00 01 02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09

Sources: NAR, BEA, BLS, Moody’s Economy.com

U.S.

Nevada

Housing affordability, % of median priced home median-earning family 
can afford

Easy Credit Got Folks in Over Their Heads
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Hospital beds per 1,000 population
Nevada Healthcare Not Keeping Up
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Per capita, U.S.=100
Short on Healthcare Professionals
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Health insurance coverage, % of population, 2008
Employers Offer Better Coverage in Nevada
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Health insurance coverage, % of population under 18 years, 2008
Kids Fall Through the Cracks...
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...Especially Poor Kids
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Volatility Also Affects Household Finances
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% of dollar volume
Easy Homeownership Carries Big Risks
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Nevadans Have a Little More Trouble With Debt
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