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OverviewOverview

Graduation & Dropout Rates in NevadaGraduation & Dropout Rates in Nevada
How rates are usedHow rates are used
Graduation & Dropout Statutes and PoliciesGraduation & Dropout Statutes and Policies
Rate TrendsRate Trends
Future ConsiderationsFuture Considerations



Dropout & Graduation RatesDropout & Graduation Rates
Although dropout rates are calculated Although dropout rates are calculated 
independently of graduation rates, graduation independently of graduation rates, graduation 
rates incorporate dropout data.rates incorporate dropout data.

To estimate graduation rate, a cohort of students To estimate graduation rate, a cohort of students 
is followed from the time they enter high school is followed from the time they enter high school 
until their anticipated graduation (4 years).  until their anticipated graduation (4 years).  
Students may drop out during any of the 4 years of Students may drop out during any of the 4 years of 
their high school experience.  If they dontheir high school experience.  If they don’’t, they t, they 
must meet credit requirements and pass state must meet credit requirements and pass state 
mandated tests, among other things, in order to mandated tests, among other things, in order to 
graduate.graduate.



Uses of Graduation & Dropout RatesUses of Graduation & Dropout Rates

CompletersCompleters Graduation Graduation 
RateRate

DropoutDropout
RateRate

AYPAYP

NV Report CardNV Report Card

Federal ReportingFederal Reporting



NAC 387.215NAC 387.215
A dropout is a student who:A dropout is a student who:

Withdraws at the request of the school;Withdraws at the request of the school;

Withdraws for a variety of personal reasons (e.g. employment, Withdraws for a variety of personal reasons (e.g. employment, 
failing grades);failing grades);

Absence of the pupil for 10 consecutive school days if the Absence of the pupil for 10 consecutive school days if the 
whereabouts of the pupil are unknown;whereabouts of the pupil are unknown;

Withdraws because he or she is incarcerated;Withdraws because he or she is incarcerated;

Withdraws for unexplained absence, as set forth in subsection Withdraws for unexplained absence, as set forth in subsection 
2 of NAC 387.220;2 of NAC 387.220;

A student who completes a high school grade but fails to enroll A student who completes a high school grade but fails to enroll 
as expected the following school year.as expected the following school year.



Graduation  RequirementsGraduation  Requirements

NAC 389.655 NAC 389.655 –– 389.698389.698
Credit and course requirementsCredit and course requirements
HSPE requirementsHSPE requirements
Diploma requirements (standard, advanced, Diploma requirements (standard, advanced, 
adult, adjusted)adult, adjusted)



Certificate of AttendanceCertificate of Attendance

NAC 389.699NAC 389.699
A student who earns the required credits for A student who earns the required credits for 
high school completion, but does not pass high school completion, but does not pass 
the HSPE receives a Certificate of the HSPE receives a Certificate of 
Attendance.Attendance.



NV Dropout Rate FormulaNV Dropout Rate Formula
Dropout rates are calculated each year at the high Dropout rates are calculated each year at the high 
school, district, and state levels.school, district, and state levels.

Total Dropouts + Total NonTotal Dropouts + Total Non--ReturnsReturns
Total Enrollment + Total NonTotal Enrollment + Total Non--ReturnsReturns

Rates are reported by gender, race/ethnicity, grade (9Rates are reported by gender, race/ethnicity, grade (9--12), and for the 12), and for the 
total student population.total student population.
Data is now being collected that will enable rates to be disaggrData is now being collected that will enable rates to be disaggregated egated 
by IEP, LEP, and socioby IEP, LEP, and socio--economic status.economic status.
GED recipients are deleted from dropout counts.GED recipients are deleted from dropout counts.
NevadaNevada’’s formula is consistent with NCES s formula is consistent with NCES ““Annual StudentAnnual Student”” Rate.Rate.



NV Graduation Rate FormulaNV Graduation Rate Formula

Number of students earning Standard Diplomas +Number of students earning Standard Diplomas +
Number of students earning Advanced Diplomas +Number of students earning Advanced Diplomas +

Number of students earning Adult DiplomasNumber of students earning Adult Diplomas

Number of students that complete high school + Number of students that complete high school + 
Number of 12th Grade Dropouts from Current Year +Number of 12th Grade Dropouts from Current Year +

Number of 11th Grade Dropouts from Previous Year +Number of 11th Grade Dropouts from Previous Year +
Number of 10th Grade Dropouts from 2 Years Previous +Number of 10th Grade Dropouts from 2 Years Previous +

Number of 9th Grade Dropouts from 3 Years PreviousNumber of 9th Grade Dropouts from 3 Years Previous

Completers = Diploma recipients (Standard, Advanced, Adult, & Completers = Diploma recipients (Standard, Advanced, Adult, & 
Adjusted) and students receiving Certificates of AttendanceAdjusted) and students receiving Certificates of Attendance



Dropout Trends in NVDropout Trends in NV
19991999--2000 2000 20002000--2001 2001 20012001--2002 2002 20022002--2003 2003 20032003--2004 2004 

NEVADANEVADA 6.1%6.1% 5.0%5.0% 6.3%6.3% 6.0%6.0% 5.8%5.8%

Carson CityCarson City 3.9%3.9% 2.1%2.1% 1.8%1.8% 1.7%1.7% 2.0%2.0%

ChurchillChurchill 2.0%2.0% 2.1%2.1% 1.9%1.9% 2.6%2.6% 3.3%3.3%

ClarkClark 6.9%6.9% 5.7%5.7% 7.8%7.8% 7.6%7.6% 7.2%7.2%

DouglasDouglas 2.6%2.6% 1.9%1.9% 0.5%0.5% 1.0%1.0% 1.3%1.3%

ElkoElko 4.1%4.1% 2.6%2.6% 3.1%3.1% 2.9%2.9% 3.5%3.5%

EurekaEureka 0.0%0.0% 2.9%2.9% 2.1%2.1% 0.0%0.0% 0.0%0.0%

HumboldtHumboldt 2.6%2.6% 3.2%3.2% 5.0%5.0% 5.4%5.4% 4.0%4.0%

LanderLander 3.4%3.4% 2.4%2.4% 1.1%1.1% 1.1%1.1% 3.6%3.6%

LincolnLincoln 0.4%0.4% 80.0%80.0% 4.4%4.4% 0.7%0.7% 0.7%0.7%

LyonLyon 2.5%2.5% 1.8%1.8% 1.6%1.6% 2.5%2.5% 1.8%1.8%

MineralMineral 6.6%6.6% 3.7%3.7% 1.8%1.8% 0.0%0.0% 3.2%3.2%

NyeNye 4.3%4.3% 7.2%7.2% 3.6%3.6% 5.0%5.0% 5.0%5.0%

PershingPershing 1.2%1.2% 2.7%2.7% 1.5%1.5% 0.0%0.0% 0.4%0.4%

StoreyStorey 7.9%7.9% 14.0%14.0% 11.6%11.6% 7.5%7.5% 7.8%7.8%

WashoeWashoe 5.5%5.5% 4.3%4.3% 3.4%3.4% 3.7%3.7% 2.7%2.7%

White PineWhite Pine 15.8%15.8% 11.0%11.0% 7.9%7.9% 2.0%2.0% 1.4%1.4%



Graduation Trends in NVGraduation Trends in NV
19991999--2000 2000 20002000--2001 2001 20012001--2002 2002 20022002--2003 2003 20032003--2004 2004 

NEVADANEVADA 66.2%66.2% 70.1%70.1% 72.0%72.0% 74.8%74.8% 67.0%67.0%

Carson CityCarson City 84.6%84.6% 84.8%84.8% 91.9%91.9% 84.4%84.4% 81.8%81.8%

ChurchillChurchill 75.7%75.7% 85.1%85.1% 87.9%87.9% 89.3%89.3% 77.9%77.9%

ClarkClark 61.8%61.8% 66.1%66.1% 67.3%67.3% 71.7%71.7% 62.7%62.7%

DouglasDouglas 83.7%83.7% 87.0%87.0% 92.4%92.4% 90.9%90.9% 93.2%93.2%

ElkoElko 81.6%81.6% 82.0%82.0% 84.8%84.8% 78.7%78.7% 70.1%70.1%

EurekaEureka 95.8%95.8% 95.8%95.8% 86.4%86.4% 93.8%93.8% 100%100%

HumboldtHumboldt 82.6%82.6% 85.2%85.2% 82.0%82.0% 81.2%81.2% 71.4%71.4%

LanderLander 76.2%76.2% 76.4%76.4% 82.5%82.5% 74.2%74.2% 77.6%77.6%

LincolnLincoln 95.5%95.5% 98.8%98.8% 95.1%95.1% 81.3%81.3% 79.7%79.7%

LyonLyon 83.5%83.5% 83.8%83.8% 86.4%86.4% 83.1%83.1% 76.4%76.4%

MineralMineral 75.8%75.8% 70.9%70.9% 86.7%86.7% 76.0%76.0% 78.6%78.6%

NyeNye 67.0%67.0% 73.8%73.8% 81.1%81.1% 72.8%72.8% 54.1%54.1%

PershingPershing 93.2%93.2% 93.6%93.6% 88.3%88.3% 95.6%95.6% 87.7%87.7%

StoreyStorey 71.4%71.4% 65.9%65.9% 76.7%76.7% 70.8%70.8% 50.0%50.0%

WashoeWashoe 70.3%70.3% 74.9%74.9% 78.2%78.2% 80.3%80.3% 77.7%77.7%

White PineWhite Pine 59.7%59.7% 66.5%66.5% 61.1%61.1% 81.4%81.4% 74.7%74.7%



NCES Average Freshmen Grad RateNCES Average Freshmen Grad Rate
October 2005October 2005

# Diplomas Awarded# Diplomas Awarded
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Average Freshman EnrollmentAverage Freshman Enrollment

U.S. U.S. NVNV
20022002 72.6%72.6% 71.9%71.9%

20032003 73.9%73.9% 72.3%72.3%

Average Freshman Enrollment = Average 8th, 9th, 10th grade 
cohort enrollment for graduating class



““Kids CountKids Count”” Dropout RateDropout Rate
• Nationwide survey of households

• Teenagers between the ages of 16 and 19 who are not 
enrolled in high school and are not high school 
graduates 

• Includes a sample of NV residents, not necessarily 
former students of NV schools

20002000 20012001 20022002 20032003 20042004

16%16% 10%10% 12%12% 10%10% 11%11%



NAC 389.659NAC 389.659

In the 1999In the 1999--2000 school year, 2000 school year, ““matriculationmatriculation””
changed from the number of years a student was changed from the number of years a student was 
in high school to the number of credits in high school to the number of credits 
accumulatedaccumulated
Students were eliminated from their Students were eliminated from their ““naturalnatural””
cohort and thus, eliminated from cohortcohort and thus, eliminated from cohort’’s s 
graduation rategraduation rate
This change caused an influx of 9This change caused an influx of 9thth & 10& 10thth grade grade 
retentions & dropouts and a spike in the retentions & dropouts and a spike in the 
graduation rategraduation rate



Dropout Rate by Grade 1999-2004
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Dropout Rate by Grade 1999Dropout Rate by Grade 1999--20042004

SCHOOL YEARSCHOOL YEAR

9999 0000 0101 0303 0404

9th 9th 2.92.9 2.42.4 2.92.9 4.84.8 4.44.4

10th10th 5.15.1 4.24.2 1.61.6 5.35.3 5.15.1

11th11th 10.010.0 7.27.2 5.25.2 5.45.4 5.35.3

12th12th 15.115.1 12.112.1 11.611.6 9.69.6 9.99.9

StateState 7.87.8 6.16.1 5.05.0 6.06.0 5.85.8

GRADEGRADE



NGA Graduation RateNGA Graduation Rate

National GovernorNational Governor’’s Association (NGA): s Association (NGA): 
Task Force on State High School Task Force on State High School 
Graduation DataGraduation Data
A new way to calculate graduation rate in A new way to calculate graduation rate in 
the futurethe future
Will be calculated the first time for the class Will be calculated the first time for the class 
of 2009of 2009
Tracks individual students over timeTracks individual students over time



NGA Grad Rate FormulaNGA Grad Rate Formula

Students who graduate onStudents who graduate on--time (e.g. class of 2009)time (e.g. class of 2009)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

99thth Grade enrollment in 2006 +Grade enrollment in 2006 +
Students who transfer into system between 2006 & 2009 Students who transfer into system between 2006 & 2009 ––
Students who transfer out of system between 2006 & 2009Students who transfer out of system between 2006 & 2009
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