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Humboldt Project Conveyance
Environmental Impact Statement Draft( X ) Final ( )

Lead Agency: United States Department of Interior
Bureau of Reclamation, Lahontan Basin Area Office

Carson City, Nevada

Cooperating Agency: Pershing County Water Conservation District
Lovelock, Nevada

1. Abstract:

The United States Department of the Interior, Burcau of Reclamation has prepared this
Environmental Impact Statement to evaluate the potential impacts of the proposed
Humboldt Project Conveyance. The proposed title conveyance is authorized under Title
VIII of Public Law 107-282, Humboldt Project Conveyance Act. The Act directs the
Secretary of the Interior to convey the right, title, and interest in and to the lands and
features of the Humboldt Project, including all water rights for storage and diversion, to
the Pershing County Water Conservation District, the State of Nevada, Pershing County

and Lander County.
2. For further informétien, contact:

Caryn Huntt DeCarlo
Lahontan Basin Area Office
Bureau of Reclamation

705 North Plaza, Room 320
Carson City, Nevada 89701
{(775) 884-8352

3. Comments must be received by: April 1, 2005
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The United States Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) has prepared this
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to evaluate the potential impacts of the proposed Humboldt
Project Conveyance, commonly known as the “Humboldt Project Title Transfer.” The Secretary of the
Interior (Secretary) is directed under Title VIII of Public Law 107-282, Humboldt Project Conveyance
Act to convey all right, title, and interest in and to the lands and features of the Humboldt Project
(Project), including all water rights for storage and diversion, to the Pershing County Water Conservation
District (PCWCD or District), the State of Nevada (State), Pershing County and Lander County.

The proposed title transfer is also subject to the terms and conditions set forth in the Memorandum of
Agreement between PCWCD and Reclamation dated May 6, 2004; H. R. 2754, Energy and Water
Development Appropriations Bill dated December I, 2003; the Memorandum of Agreement between
PCWCD and Lander County dated January 24, 2000; the Conceptual Agreement between PCWCD and
the State of Nevada dated October 18, 2001; and the Letter of Agreement between Pershing County and

the State of Nevada dated April 16, 2002,

The Project, which is located in north central Nevada, is a Reclamation storage project. Authorized in
1933; the Project includes federal lands that were withdrawn from the public domain and dedicated to the
Project (withdrawn lands), and lands that were purchased by the federal government for dedication to the
Project (acquired lands). The Project includes three primary features — Humboldt Sink, Rye Paich
Reservoir, and the Battle Mountain Community Pasture (Community Pasture). The Humboldt Sink is
comprised of approximately 32,650 acres of withdrawn lands in Pershing and Churchill counties and is
located approximately 10 miles south of the City of Lovelock. The Rye Patch Reservoir, also in Pershing
County, includes approximately 8,460 acres of withdrawn lands and approximately 12,340 acres of
acquired lands along the Humboldt River approximately 26 miles upstream of Lovelock. The
Community Pasture, located in Lander County, encompasses approximately 30,000 acres of acquired
pasture lands located in or near the unincorporated town of Battie Mountain.

PURPOSE AND NEED

The purpose of this action is to transfer the Project from federal ownership to the PCWCD, the State of
Nevada, Lander County and Pershing County. The action is needed to comply with Title VIII of Public
Law 107-282, which directs the Secretary to transfer title of the Humboldt Project to the above named

entities.

DESCRIPTION OF THE ALTERNATIVES

Two alternatives are evaluated in this EIS: (1) the No Action Alternative, under which all interests the
United States holds in the Humboldt Project would remain in federal ownership; and (2) the Proposed
Action under which Reclamation would transfer title to all interests the United States holds in the
Humboldt Project to the PCWCD, the State of Nevada, Lander County and Pershing County.

PROPOSED ACTION

The Proposed Action would transfer approximately 83,530 acres of federal lands associated with the
Humboldt Project to PCWCD, the State of Nevada, Pershing County and Lander County. Reclamation
withdrawn lands within the Humboldt Sink would transfer to the State of Nevada and Pershing County.
In accordance with the Humboldt Project Conveyance Act and related agreements, the State of Nevada
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would receive title to approximately 31,660 acres of withdrawn land in the Humboldt Sink. The Nevada
Department of Wildlife (NDOW) would continue to operate and maintain these lands as part of the
Humboldt Wildlife Management Area (WMA). Pershing County would receive approximately 990 acres
of land for future expansion of the Derby Airfield.

The Proposed Action would transfer all acquired lands in the Rye Patch Reservoir area to PCWCD. All
withdrawn lands below the reservoir high water mark would transfer to the PCWCD. All withdrawn
lands above the reservoir high water mark would transfer to the State. State Parks would continue to
operate and maintain the recreation facilities at the Rye Patch State Recreation Area.

Under the Proposed Action, PCWCD would maintain a minimum operational pool of 3,000 acre-feet in
Rye Patch Reservoir to sustain the fishery. Operations policy as a result of the Proposed Action will
require PCWCD to reduce or cease all releases when the reservoir reaches a minimum of 3,000 acre-feet

of storage.

PCWCD would be responsible for updates to the Standing Operating Procedure Emergency Action Plan
as required by the State of Nevada, Safety of Dams Program.

The Proposed Action would transfer acquired lands within the Battle Mountain Community Pasture from
Reclamation to PCWCD, the State of Nevada, and Lander County. PCWCD would receive title to
approximately 22,500 acres within the Community Pasture and plans to continue its management and
operation as a livestock pasture.

The State of Nevada would receive title to approximately 5,850 acres of land in the Community Pasture
for purposes of creating & wetland. PCWCD would continue to maintain and operate the land transferred
to the State as a pasture until such time as development of a wetland begins. Wetland development would
depend on the acquisition of water rights by NDOW or other entity wishing to pursue such actions.

The State of Nevada would assume responsibility for operation and maintenance of Slaven Diversion
Dam near the east end of the Community Pasture in conjunction with other beneficial uses of the facility
when it is needed to divert water to develop the proposed wetland. Afier title to the facility is transferred
to the State and before it is needed for diversion of water to the developed wetland, PCWCD would

continue to operate and maintain the dam and appurtenant structures.

In addition, Lander County would receive title to approximately 1,100 acres of Community Pasture lands.
Proposed uses for these lands include expansion of the county’s industrial area, county fairgrounds and
maintenance facilities, and a new primitive park and access easements along the Humboldt River. The
access easement would be subject to certain restrictions including maintaining the easement area in its
natural state, day use only, and activities limited to foot traffic only.

NO ACTION ALTERNATIVE

Under the No Action Alternative, the title transfer would not occur and the lands and associated water
rights and improvements associated with the Humboldt Project would continue to be held by the United
States under the existing contracts with PCWCD. The lands would continue to be operated by PCWCD,
NDOW, and State Parks according to the purposes for which the Project was authorized, subject to

existing agreements and contracts.

1f the title transfer were not to occur, Reclamation may choose to prepare a Resource Management Plan
(RMP) to guide future decisions for Project lands. Preparation and implementation of an RMP is subject

to Congressional funding (USBR 2003a).
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Under the No Action Alternative, federal lands within the Humboldt Sink would continue to be managed
by NDOW for the operation and maintenance of the Humboldt WMA via a tri-party contract between
United States and PCWCD. Proposed transfer of lands to Pershing County within the Humboldt Sink
would not occur. However, Pershing County could pursue land acquisition or airport expansion through a
separate action or enter into a tri-party lease to use the lands with Reclamation and PCWCD.

Under the No Action Alternative, Humboldt Project Jands at Rye Patch Dam and Reservoir would not
transfer to PCWCD and the State of Nevada. The lands would continue to be operated by PCWCD,
according to the purposes for which the Project was authorized, NDOW and State Parks could continue to
operate lands subject to the party agreements between Reclamation, PCWCD and the State.

Reclamation would be required to perform safety inspections of Rye Patch Dam and prepare
Comprehensive Facility Reviews on a bi-annual basis. In addition, Reclamation would be required to
update the Standing Operating Procedure Emergency Action Plan in compliance with the Safety of Dams

Program.

Under the No Action Alternative, Project lands within the Community Pasture would continue to be
operated by PCWCD for grazing purposes. The proposed transfer of lands within the Community Pasture
to PCWCD, the State of Nevada, and Lander County would not occur. The State of Nevada would not -
receive Project lands for wetlands development. Lander County would not receive title to the four
parcels totaling approximately 1,100 acres. However, Lander County could pursue land acquisition
through a separate action or enter into a tri-party lease to use the lands with Reclamation and PCWCD.,

Table EX-1 summarizes and compares the environmental impacts that would result from implementation
of the Proposed Action and No Action alternatives. More detailed analysis on the impacts associated with
cach resource or issue histed in the table is presented in Chapter 3, Affected Environment / Environmental

Conseguences.
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