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Legislation
Begianing in 2000 Esmeralda and Nye Counties have endeavored 1o pass a
Townsite Tt reaspans Rilln 150'1% mize the higtoric tooms of Gﬂidﬂ int and Inne MNevads

This bill has been sponsored and introduced a number of times over the years without
success. In this session the bill was sponsored and introduced in the House of
Representaiives by Congressman Gibbons amd by Senator Reid ai ihe same tme.
Gioldpoint’s limbo status is 2 vexation for county government and the reg g of
the small community. Fire protection is one example. Esmeralda has provided trucks
and other firefighting equipment but ¢an not get funding to build a firehouse because we
do not have tegal title to Ezmé The Qﬁun% has water nights to suppiy the residents but
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Goldpoint is one of the best examples of a mining camp left in the State of Nevada thanks
1o the determination of it’s residents to renovate and preserve the town and draws many
tourists. The ﬁ@@;}ie who live there can not capit&iize on the tounism because they can not
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Economic Jusiice
The A}pmﬁf& ratio of private versus federally managed lands, coupled with a
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County Assessor 96.8% of the totai county area of 3,589 square miles is under federal

ruanagement.
Cur road crews maintain in excess of 1,300 miles of roads, providing access (o
4 cutting arcas and mincs on federally fﬁaf‘ags'* lands. Qur roads are alse increasing

%emﬁ used for recreation promoted by the Sate of Nevada Tourism and offtroad vehicle
races under speca&i use permits issued by the Bureau of Land Management. Only 469
miles of theroads m B 5mnrama County are certitied as ehgzb;c fuel tax mileage because
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resulted in a great deal of exploration activity. and increased wear on roads. At the same
time fuel prices have dramatically increased and the balance of our road fund declines

maore with each passinﬁ year.
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maintenance fees for the 5,700 min __n r ciaim } %n rated within our terrdon

in fees that are collected ‘%}v our Recorder. Since the BLM land records are 1o ?cmgey
easily accessible to the ;}ubixe local courthouses have once again become the ?fimﬁ!‘}f
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S{} tha; redera} Government is managing, the State of Nevada is promoting and
the county is taking care of the roads, maintaining the land records, and hauling the solid
waste generated. Payments in lieu of tax are never fully funded | uﬁp&,{i;f;xwm and there
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fuel tax allocation based on sales.
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border be privatized 1o give us a reliable tax base to susiain the governmental services
that are mandated by law. No significant disposal of land identified hasoccurred in our
county. It has been suggested tha’i 2 lands bill for Esmeralda County 1s the best way to

g Before a bill cou el
aCoai p isn this. Before & bill could be ‘;u)gigfii forth a jand use i}i:ﬁi witl need o be
arenared with nxv}:} he ionut which will ng-gggf;s time and siaft that we do not have and can
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not afford,

Additional fee revenue fom suning claims on lederally managed lands would
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Nawrat Resources

The possiblity of development of the geothermal resources in our county has
provided a ray of hope for an economic driver, source of additional property tax and
oy aiﬁ?y revenue. With the zm‘m{im*m ot af}e %ﬁgie mitiative and about face in federal
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The geothermal lessors in our county are smaii Nevada companies, one of which
18 locally owned. These companies have experienced difficulty in 9§"iaixziﬁg funding to
explore and éevek\p ﬁ‘iﬁ‘i ;}mgxmne% ‘g’sfhsffga% Grmat a Eﬁrge mz e@gfz ow neé E{Eﬁ‘p&ﬂl’

?z‘ansmzssmn Emes i:gr;tmiie(i by Slemi Paczfic Power aireadv exxg‘t in the Ciaﬁ(}n ’valiey
that tie 11 to the power grid in Novada and west to California. Fish Lake Valley s
serviced by Vailey Electric and lacks transmission lines.



