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Where’s the Water Used?
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2003 metered water use from all SNWA purveyors of all potable and non-potable water
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Colorado River water is consumed primarily by 
landscaping and cooling



Where’s It Used Outdoors?

10%
9%

47%

3%

13%

6%

6%
6%

Single Family
Multi-Family
Commercial/Industrial
Resorts
Golf Courses
Govt/Schools/Parks
Common Areas
Other



• Policy

• Pricing

• Incentives

• Education and Outreach

Conservation in Southern Nevada is influenced by:

Overview



• Development codes (commercial & residential)
– Indoor fixtures (for example, low flow devices)
– Outdoor landscaping, misting systems and fountains

• Time-of-day and day-of-week watering 
restrictions

• Water budgets for golf courses

• Water efficiency plans for resorts

Demand Reduction Tools



Watering Restrictions



Golf Courses are required to adhere to a water             
budget and submit water use reduction plans.

Golf Course Water Budgets

Before Conversion After Conversion



Over the past two years, we conducted over 77,000 
water waste investigations

Penalties for Water Waste



• SNWA member agencies utilize tiered rate 
structures.

• These structures target high water users, 
while protecting the rates for the smallest 
users.  

• The lowest tier represents what most 
customers use indoors.  

Pricing
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Tiered Pricing Encourages Conservation



• Water Smart Landscapes

• Irrigation Clock Rebate

• Water Efficient Technologies

• Pool Cover Rebate

• Water Smart Car Wash

• Water Smart Contractor

Incentive Programs

Southern Nevada recycles nearly every drop of water 
that is used indoors.  That’s why SNWA conservation 
programs focus on outdoor water use.



• Instituted in 1999 

• Provides rebates to customers that           
replace turf with water-smart landscaping

• Nearly 68 million square-feet converted since 
program inception

• Over 3.7 billion gallons saved annually

Water Smart Landscapes Program



Since 1999, the equivalent of 1,177 
football fields of decorative turf have 

been converted

After ConversionBefore Conversion

Water Smart Landscapes Program



Water Smart Landscapes Program

Since the program’s inception, the Southern Nevada 
Water Authority has rebated nearly $56 million



• Advertising and media

• Speaker’s Bureau

• Helpline (258-SAVE)

• Public events

• SNWA.com

• Public/private partnerships

Education and Outreach



• Youth Advisory Council  

• Demonstration gardens

• Informational seminars

• School programs

Education and Outreach (cont.)
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Cumulative Water Use



Water Conservation & Drought Response

Southern Nevada has made              
significant conservation gains
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Between 2002 and 2004, Southern Nevada’s consumptive water 
use decreased by about 20 billion gallons, despite nearly 170,000 

new residents and 37 million annual visitors.



Conservation will continue         
to play a significant role               

in water management activities 
for Southern Nevada.

The Bottom Line


