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Testimony Presented to the Children, Youth and Families Subcommittee on Adoption
March 20, 2004 -- Grant Sawyer State Office Building, Las Vegas, Nevada
Speaker: Geoff McAlister -- 3217 Terra Bella Drive_— Las Vegas, NV 89108

| would like to tell you how information hidden in state and adoption agency files
has hurt three generations of my family. My daughter, Krystal, is 12 years old. She is
not adopted. | am not adopted. But my mother was adopted. And all our lives have
been damaged by sealed adoption records.

One of the first questions the obstetrician asked was whether there was a history
of birth defects in my family. | thought | knew. Just six months before, my brother’s
pregnant wife had gone with my mother to the adoption agency where my mother was
born to ask for medical and genetic information. They were toid that “there was no
reason to think that a child would not be born healthy”.

The court & adoption agency had a family history form that said that my mother
had older siblings who had died of genetic heart defects, and records that my mother
was kept in a hospital bed at the agency for almost 2 years because she was "blue and
sickly”. But we didn’t know that until a judge unsealed my mother's adoption records
when Krystal was 7 years old. By then, the damage was done.

When doctors know that a family has a history of genetic heart defects, they
perform extra tests during pregnancy. And, more important, in families known to carry
heart defects, newborns usually get an injection that can prevent strokes. Krystal did
not get that $27 preventative injection. As a result, she suffered her first stroke when
she was only a few hours old.

The doctors couldn't prevent Krystal's heart defects, but they were able to fix
them. The stroke could have been prevented, but the damage it left is permanent.
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Photo of Krystal & Geoff McAlister (1995)
Information hidden in adoption
agency and court files could
have given us the information
to prevent two strokes that left
my daughter Krystal in need of
feeding tubes & leg braces.

No child should go through a
lifetime of “being different”
because vital medical
information is hidden away in
adoption files. And no family
should face generations of
genetic roulette due to sealed
records. Please protect other
Nevada children by opening
records now.
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My daughter's medical bills have totaled more than $2.8 million dollars. Her leg
braces need to be replaced every six months. She takes medicine 3 times a day to
prevent future strokes. She needs physical and speech therapy. The damage from
this preventable stroke will mean medical bills this year of at least $12,500.

Krystal is the bravest, most beautiful person i know. It breaks my heart to see
her putting on her leg brace every morning, struggling in school, and coping with the
teasing she gets from children who make fun of way she walks. | can't begin to teli you
how angry it makes me to know that the information hidden away in a sealed adoption
record could have prevented all the pain my daughter has gone through.

Because my mother’s adoption records were sealed, Krystal can't ride the roller
coaster at New York, New York. She can't wear pretty sandals and high heels like her
middle-school friends. She lives every day with the pain of being “different”. This didn’t
have to happen. And it shouldn't have happened.

No child should have to go through Krystal's pain, or live with limitations because
the government hides information that could have allowed doctors to prevent it. We
finally learned the truth about my mother’s birth family, so we were able to provide
preventive care before her brothers were born.

There are thousands of families in Nevada who still don't know what is hidden
away in adoption files. And that means more children may have to go through what
Krystal has gone through because the information to prevent it is hidden from them.
You can stop that by giving adult adoptees unrestricted access to their court and
agency files, and | hope you will do so. Thank you.

Aftachments:

Court Order to open Adoption File — 1 page

Court Docket Records — 2 pages

Order of Adoption & Court Record - 2 pages

Agency Treatment Sheets & Social History from Unsealed Files, with relevant sections
highlighted _

Death Certificate of a unnamed sibling born prior to Mother's adoption - 1 page
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Written 9-10-53 by
Mary =, Kirkiand

Lol e Avery was bdorn at Florence Nightinpale Hospital on the 3rd of
June, 1953, by Gaesarian zaction.. Hother bad been a patient in Haylor Clinie,
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care under their supervision began about the first of Hay, 1953,
sts &b that time were nagative,

MOTHEAE OF THZ 3AEY: Mrs. Jane Pelph averw stated that she was bors on the Ist of April,

1920.  On her first visit to Hope Cottage about a month bhefore the
oilrth of the baby, zh2 told worker that ske was born in Arcola, Illineis. Later, when
furnishing information for the sceial history, she said she had been born in Hong Kong,
Thina, while her narents wers taring a round-the-world tripe

JEISCRIPTION:  Mother is about 5 ft. 53 inchess tall, and weighs about 118 pounds.

She has very black hair and eyes and ivory skin which she said marked her
Trench descents Her clothing was becoming and of good quality. She was poised and
composed In manner, alert and intelligent in conversation.

DZVELOPEENTAL:  Mother stated that she was a normal baby, with no ilinesses during her
infancy. Ehe talked at 1l MOSey, and walked at 13 months,

HEALTH: Yother had measles, rumps, and chicken-pox prior to going 4o school, Her

“onsils were removed when she was two years of age. She was considered a
delicate child, with a finicky appetite., After an emergency appendectomy when she was
'ine years of age her weight and appetite increased and she socn nutgrew the delicate
condition.

EDUCATION: XMother stated that she had attended grade school at a girl's acadeny,

Her grades averaged 96,2 for that period. She made friends among the
other girls, and the teachers liked her and were kind to her. She was graduated from
pubiic high schonl at age 15 as valedictorian. She had majered in 2 commercial course
ard put this knewledge into practice by werking for a year immadiately after her
graduation as she was concidered too young to attend a university, At 16 years of age
she entered university, where she studied one year, and left to be married,

EMPLOYMENT: Mother has specialized in Secretarial work, Most of her employment, has
been with government 2gencies, but while in Dallas she did temporary work
for several firms through the auspices of the Skiles Zmployment Agency. Mrs, Bvrd of
that agency recommended her work highly, stating that she can do anything in an office,
and that the only criticism was that ghe talked too much about her perscnal affairs,
PERSONALTTY AND REFAVIOR: lother i an intelligent,, intercshi

....... igent, intercsting parson

who nppressed
these whe interviewed her as being very capables and erfisiant,
She lirted har recreaticn as ineluding reading, rusie, travel, swimming, goll, tennis,
and foot-ball games, She enl rged considerably on her msieal interests, stating that her
mother had heen an internaticnally known concert pianist, and that she had gplendid
training in nianc, and some skill on the violin, While ghe is apprarently a straightforward
person, and seeningly most co—operative, all the time she ie really withholding scme
then she iz admitting, and several cdiscrepancies in her Sstory, pieced thgether after
several interviews, make it nanes ary to question the truthfulness of all‘she Fhas told,

1 her firet interview, before Daby's birth, she stated that she was born in Arcola, Iil.,
anc after baby's birth, the place of her birth was given as Fong ¥ong, China. She alsc
stated that she and her second husband had a home in Washington, D, C, in which they
entertained extensively, but the #ashington Directories for t he period of their marriage
do not list them as residents, As she was leaving Dallas she told worker that she has
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Acdison's disease, which was discovered as the result of a physical examination which
dranigf Airlines reguired when she applied there for office work., When other discrepan-
cles in mother's steory ware discovered; werker checied with the “linic and with bBraniff
regarding ner case, and found that she never applied to Braniff, and therefore had never
been seen in the Lanney Altnic Clinic which Sraniff uses Tor pre-employment exams, Worker
hen called Zaylor Clinic where mother had teen a patient, and found through Dr,. Bone,
gad of the 0.8, departrent, that when seen Shere she had no symptoms which wonld have
gested addison's disease, A1l this adds up to the suspicion that mother was corposing
of the short stcories she claims to write.

[y

3efore haby's birth and for & weeks afterward mother spoke only
of nlans to keep her baby. Her decision to release the rany for
placement came unexpectedyy,ivst a short while vefore she left Dallas to confer with her
attorney in Oklahema City before Journeyirg to Johns Hepkins Hospital in Baltimore to
become an experimental patient, so she said, She looked il1, and much grieved over
having to leave the baby, but signed the papers umwaveringly,

MATERNAL AWTECEDENTS :
CPANDFATHER: Pelph was given as his surname on mother's first visit, She never

identified hirm more specifically by name. Yother said he was French.
He lost his business during the depression, but before that had spent the summers in
travel with his family. He is said to have disd in Chieago, I11, in August, 1SL7.

GPANDMOTHER:  She was alsc french, and reputed to be an internationally known concert

pianist, Her training and influence are responsible for mother's musical
bilities. She saw to i% that mother began when she was 10 years of age to attend alil
che operas, until she has an sxtensive repertoire of classical music, MNother states that
her mother was beautiful as well as talented; and was very religious, being a member of
the Roman Catholic Church. She is said to have died frow carcincma at the age of 4,
abcut 2 years ago. She was born in Lourdes, France and educated in Vienna,

HOTHER was five vears her senior, She was also beautiful and talented, She

had a soprano voice, and began singing in public when she was 16 years of
ages  She had a promising career with the St.leouls Municinal Opera. She alse played the
piano and pips organ. She designed her own clothes. She was married young, hbut had no
children. She and her hushand enjoyed flying and had their own rlane. They were killed
in a plane crash in Penmsylvania in 1950,
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MOTHER'S FIPST MARRIAGE: This took place before her 17th birth—day. She had me* this
man, who was 11 years her genior, during the first semester
of her university course. He was an Army Intelligpence 0fficer whose work took him to
various countries. They went <o live in Cristobal, Panama., Their son, Jacques, was bhorn
in 13Li, after they had been transferred to South Carolina, This marriage ended in
divercs in 1246, Yother felt that much of the failure of the rarriage resulted from her
youth and immaturity, and inability to understand hew difficult was her husband's WOorIK,
and row combined pressures caused her husband to seek the golace of other women, Their
son died from a hzart condition in 1948,

TATFER OF THE 5ABY: Jercme Maurice fvery, borm the 7th of April, 1716; nossibly in
New Orieans, la, MHis father died of Pneumonia at age 43; his brother
was xilled in Marine action in 1943, Uis mother 1s stil) livirg, but remarried,

Terry is & ft. 2 in, tall, and weighe 180 1lbs, He is dark complected,
has gray eyes and dark orown hair, . He has a plaasing and pentlemanl: manner, make
{riends easily, and is very adapt;ble. He is quickaggmpereg, impulsiée, and forgiv?ng by
nature. His greatest fault is that he is eacily swayed. He has an excellent war racerd,
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SOCTAL HISTORY PAGE 3,

AVERY: MITHILLE

KOTHER: JANE
FATHER OF THE BABY, continued.

He flew B-2Y's in the Pacifie, and was discharged as a Lt. Colonel, Ha is a
graduate physicist, and a true intellectual, His writing ability is excellent,
and he 1s a passable artist, belonging to the Zoyva mode. Mrs. Avery says that basicallw
na is a wonderful, brilliant nerson. He does not drinks Hoth gave up their Roman Tatholic
faitn when they were married, because 2ach of them had previously been married and

divorced,

Mother stated on mer first visit that she was in need of assistance because her husband

had deserted her for another woman who had been a frequent guest in %heir here. She

traced them to Chicago, but when she arrived they had just left for Dallas, where the
woman's parents live, She followed them here, only to find that they had just left,

and the woman's parents, of course, did not tell her where they had gone. They claimed
nere to be man and wife, and the weman's parents were most shocked to discover the true
state of affairs. Mother's plan at that time was fo wait for the birth of the baby,

then sue him for divorce, and get the Court %o protect the interssts of her baby,

After che had left town, an attempt was made to verify her marrizge tco this man which she
said took place in Chicago, Tll., in January, 1949, but the County Clerk of Cook County, I11
could find no record of any such marrizge, so it must be concluded that she was not married
t¢ him, and perhaps not at all,

Mary E. Kirkland
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AVERY: HICHELLE
MOTHER: ¥RS, JERCHE (JANE PELPY)
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crnoin “reola; Tllinois, L.l-Z6, and is now living at

TA 6L26, She has been in Dallas for the past L months. Her

« After securing identifying Aata, worker called Kiss

0 made an appointment for her to be interviewed at ¥, 5. temorrow

She stated that sha waes b
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During the cdewnpour of rain that prevented her leaving the Cottage for half an hour,
worker learned the following fantastic details concerning her. She is a college
graduate, an sxpewt secretary, and a2 free lance writer. She has had her own newspaper
column, - breezy notes about service-men. Tately, when che needs the money, her

stuff has all been returred. But while in Dallas she plans to do a story aboul Hope
Cottage, which she thirks will be colorful. She was married previously, and lest her
husband in VWorld War II. Their L vear old son died 2 shor while before she married

Mre Avery in 1949, Her mother was i1l with cancer at the time, and Wr, Avery wac most
considerate, endearing himself to thenm both by his loving attentions and financial help.
He is a charming, intelligent person, makes an excellsnt salary, and provided a good
home in Washington, D. C, where they did a lot of entertaining., Last year (date not
;iven} Mrs. Avery lost a baby which had been torn °¥ Cnesarian secticn, "hen she became
cregnant tnis last time, her hushand was much upset, and without her imowledge made

all arrangements to have an illegal abrrtion., WhenSie flatly refused on the ground

that rurder is murder even if accorplished by a specialist, ho became furious, Next
day she went to town on sone business, and when she car= home she found his clothing

and personal effects had all disappeared, and hers wrr~e in ribbons, rFivs geod suits

ancd several "spares", also a new coat she had never wor: ware-corpletely ruined. Nonse
of her friends knew where he was, and 2 weeks went by belore his best friend came to

her and advised her that he had heen seeing an awful lot of a certain blond girl, with
whon he had finally disappeared, She secured the services of a detective who traced them
to Chicage. Putting friends inte her home on which they promised to keep up the monthly
payments, she followed ther to Zhicagoe, onlt to learn that they had left for Dallas,
which is the home of the girl in question. So she came to Dallas, and callea the home
of the girl's parents, The girl's mother told her that the girl and her husband had
left Dallas the week before, When Nrs, Avery asked for the address, the mother becare
very wary, and would not give it, She suggested that she call at their home to discuse
ar important matter, and nermissicn was given, 5he told both parents the story, which
caused them much distress as well az consternation, as they could not dream there had
been nc marriage. She alsc thld them their daughter knew Mr, Avery was amarrisd, 2=

she had been in their home for cock-tail parties, MNrs, Avery said that she regret:s kaving
caused them such grief, and ascured then that she will not make it difficult for the
fleeing pair, but that after the baby's birth, she means tc take the matier to Court,
get a divorce, and see to it that her vaby's rights are protacted, Mearwhile, she i3
rinning short of funds,- she is now living off "her rings"., Other jewels will nave to £0.
Sh2 is tall, and very pale, and wears her very black hair in a long straight boh which
is attention-getting, but not becoming. Her ayes are large and very dark brown. Wer
.ipstick did not follow the lines of her lips, and worker doubts if this was an imnrcve-
ment, The altered shape gave her mobth 2 rather sensyour looke She expressed deep
appreciatéon for the relisf she experienced during the interview, and asked for other
contacts, ¥ary Z. Kirkland
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AVERY: MICHELLE

WOTHEER: HES. JEPOME (JAYE PRLPH)

S~4-53.  Miss Yeaverling called frem 7. 5. to report that mother had kept her
%nnointment at F. . and had apparently bean agreeable to retting a statement frop
ner iawyer in Okiahoma City that every effort had been made 4o secure financial
susportufrcm Nro Avery, hefore T, 5, wauld assume any Iinancial responginility,
Trowing that ner rert was due on 5-u=~53, and che had professed that she had no
meney with which %o ;ay ihe rant; Migs Weaverling expected o hear from her by that
time, Mios weaveriing made an annointment for her ta he interviewad by ¥r. Campbell
At Bayier Jlinin, She 4old i, cAamphall tha* she nut in sevaral long distancz ealle
the e;?ning nfter che talred with yiss weaverling, and thought she wonld bhe a5le to
LOrTeT the mone) nocessary to see her throuzn, She had an appointment to gae Mr,
Camphell on S—QLSS, out ¥r. 0= i3 411 and Yics Weaveriing doss net know if she kept,
th&AappGintmeﬁt. ¥ary B, Hirxlangd

5-28~53, Mrs. Avery called worker, stating that she is to enter F.N.Hospital next

wesk, and to have a Caesarian section performed next Wednusday, June 3, She sa’d

that Family Service does not have aid to married women as part of its program,

but Baylor i3 extanding ecredit to her with ample time in which to pay after she

iz well and at work again, She has movad, and now lives at 3305 Welborn, Aptel.
Mary E. Kirkland

6~9-53, After call from ¥rs. Brown in the F. N. office, worker went to F. N, Hoapital

and brought baby to Hope Cottage for admission, Worker szw mother while there, She

looksd unusually well and happy, and says she will be over later this week to H. C,
Mary E, Kirkland

6-12~53, Mother in b appolntment to see baby, She left her present
telephone mumber, JU KBI?, listed in the nea e of Charles Reid, whose

Yre ©ld son 18 being cared for t hrough tn& day by mother, for $10,00
~ week, Mary E, RKirkland

6-15~53. Mother in by appointment, bringing with her an insurance man who needed to

Ses the baby before completing details of issuing an endowment policy on baby, Mother
will come some time the latter part of the week, ¥ary E. Kirkland

7-8<53, Mother called, She has been quite 111 with surmer flu,
and still socunds as 1f she has a heavy cold, &s sne can Scarcely
Sspeakk, She felt 1t would not bs wise to come to the Cottage, and
woriter thanked her for her consideration of the babiles,

Mary E, Kirkland

8-7-53, Hother called, geemingly in real distress, and told worker she would have to
discuss & serious matter to-day if possible, Worker suggested that she cowe at once,
which she did, but as worker was ithe only staff member on duty for the Bour and a half
She wag here, the interview was interrupted too many times to be satisfactory, She
told worker that when she applied to Braniff sirlines for an office position, she was
sent, routinely, for a physical examination. The dactor, who noticed some skin
splotches on her face, told her that he would not be willing to give her a certifica‘e
of health without first giving her a basal metabolism test, This disclosed; as he had
Suspectad, that she has Addison's disease, which will give her five mnore years of life
at the outset, Howver, she fesla that it will not be that long, as she already "passes
oul® unexpectedly, and for varying lepgths of time, much to the consternation of strangers,
She lnows the only wise thing is to give Michelle up for adoption, so she signed
releases while she was here; and took with her an outline to fi1l in for social history

“ “ormaticn which 1d be talen to—day £ ) 4
“Okiahoma iy, Could not lawyer roeidas. ‘;Eel‘iﬁ‘sfr B Hs301 100138, 4T iRatonie 310
telephone ent 6~8293 (collect if necessary). He is ing malos gments for

1o bg an aiggrimental pagiant at Johns Ropicdns, in Hnr?E;éﬁf_ Sﬁ%‘?}tir;gﬁzgk orkary
whethel o procead withest her husband’s (eleasg of Secd fhem b e ¥ et eignecd ME
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TREATMENT SHEET

VERT: MICHELIE
MOTHER: MRS, JEADLE (JANE PELPH.

B-1lhi=53. Mrs. Byrd, from the Skiles Employment Agency, callsd to ask worker if she
xmew where Mrs., Avery might be reached. She had been assisting with job placements,
«nd wished to contime teo help. She said she had been much impressed with mother's
intelligence and ability, ard tha! the only criticism on the part of employers to whom
3ne had been sent was the Tact that she discusses her personal problems too freely,
She had not talked with Mrs, Avery since July 25, and was beginning to be anxisus,
FAorker ga~e her the information thal Mrs. Avery found that she iz sericusly 111, ard
has left town to seek treaiments at Johns Hopkins in Baltimore, and try to siraighten
out her family affairs while she is near Washington, Mrs. 3yrd seemed to manifest a
genuine interest in mother, as in all her "girls", and is desirous of helping them
all she possibly can. Her tclephena :number is RI 6716, Mary E. Kirkland

~-26-53, Letter out to mother. Copy in file, Mary E. Xirkland

9-5-53s Letter and social history information in from nother. Mary E. Kirkland

9-1C-53. Letter ocut te County Clerk in Chicago, asking for wverification of the
parriage of mother and Jerome M. Averye Mary E. Kirklamd

9-11-53, lNoticinz the discrepancy in birth-dates mother gave for herself,-
Arcola, Ille the first time, and Hong Xong, China, the second time, worker began to
crobe a bit to verify what she could of suspected discrepancies,

Taking for instance the statement that she and Y. Avery had lived in
ashirngton, D, C,, worker called the Dallas City Directory and asked them to check
a lsiting for them between 1949 and now, but their latest directory is a 19L8 one,
The telephone company was next tried, but worker found that a personal visit would have
to be made for the purpose of checking. Worker then called the Dallas Public Library,
as they have a file of telephone directories, The directory they have, dated Dec.1952,
did not contain the nare Jerome Avery, or Mrs. Jane Avery,

Worker also, remembering that she had stated that she discovered her illness
during an examination feor empleoyment &t Braniff Airways, found fout that the Launey- Altnic
Clini¢ on Imwood Road does these pre-employment exams for Braniff. Mrs. Jans Avery was
unknown to them, and they checked with Braniff employment department, only to find that
¥rs. Jane Avery had never applied to them for employment. (Dr. Gilbert talked with worker
for the Launey Clinice)

Yiorker then telepheoned Baylor Cliniec to inquire whether anything in her
pre-natal exam had showed up which might peint to Addison's digease, Their report vas
that her chart was negative from that standpeint., Worker then asked 1f such an illuess
conlc develop from June to August, and Dr. Bone replied that it could, but if it had,
the patlent would have besn too 1ll to visit Hope Cottage to tell about it. On being
questioned further, he emphatically stzted that ever if mether has the disase, there is
70 danger that the baby will have it, 1In fact, he would taks the baby himself, sight
UNSSEel, Mary Z. Kirkiand

¥-30-53¢ Leiter in from ¢he Tonnty Clerk of Cook Countyw, I11., in which he stated he was
unable to verify the marriage said to have taken place in Januarv, 1943,
Mary Z. Kirkland
-1-33. Baby was examined by Dr. Zugerne L. Aten, and found tc be below average, but
an normal limits, Develecoment slow bt not retarded, Mary £, Kirklard

10-1-53. Information sent to Edwin 4, Hesbitt, with request that baby be declared
dependant ard placed in the custody of Hope Coitage Asgsociation,

Hary £, Kirkland
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Department of Health Rescources District Court Clerk

Birth and Death Records Dallas County
1100 West 49th Street County Courthouse
Austin, TX 78756 Datllas, TX 75202

Baylor University Medical Center
Medical Records Office

3500 Gaston Avenue

Dallas, Texas 75246

CAUSE NO. 33e25-G (1o ~;?~0-53)

EX PARTE:

Deborah Anne Richey McAlister

Name of Adoptive Parents: Don Benton Richey and Mary Alice Edwards Richey
Date of Birth: June 3, 1953

ORDER TO OPEN A SEALED FILE
PER SECTION 108.001 OF THE TEXAS FAMILY CODE

On this the 6" day of July, 1998, it is ordered that the DEPT. OF HEALTH AND
RESOURCES, AUSTIN AND DISTRICT COURT, DALLAS open the above styled and
numbered cause for the purpose of opening the sealed adoption file of Deborah Ann
Richey (McAlister) and furnish all documents in this file including identifying

documents.
Sionedinis 7 day of Q/é/ 199

4&1»]( ;g% ENIOR DISTRICT JUDGE,
Még " 7 ' gOth JUDICIAL UISTRICT

™ Harold C. Gaither, Jr., Judge SITTING FOR THE JUDGE OF THE
304th Family District Court 5_@:}____ DISTRICT COURT
Daiias County, Texas -
Person Requesting Information: Deborah Anne Richey McAlister
Driver's License No. 07320874
Relationship to Parties of this Suit: Adult Adopted as a Child
Reason for Request: TO OBTAIN MEDICAL, GENETIC. AND
FAMILY HISTORY
Address: 10323 Estate Lane, Dallas Texas 75238

1

Telephone: 214/342-1275 or 972/669-3456




Cause No. JC98-00668

DEBORAH A. MCALISTER ) 304th DISTRICT COQURT
VS. )
HOPE COTTAGE, INC. ) DALLAS COUNTY, TEXAS

JUDGMENT

On this day, this matter came on for final hearing before the Court, being submitted
on an Agreed Statement of Facts filed with the Clerk of the Court on the /{  day of

After reviewing pleadings on file and hearing evidence and argument of counsel,
the Court finds Plaintitf, Deborah A. McAlister has shown good cause to obtain the
mformation requested and the tollowing order is right and proper, under law. Therefore,
IT IS ORDERED, ADIUDGED AND DECREED as follows:

(2) That Respondent Hope Cottage, Inc. release and deliver to
Plaintiff all information and documents in its possession and
control which pertains to Plaintiffl and Plaintiff's biological
relatives, whether or not saume contains information concerning
identities of such individuals.

Costs of court are adjudged against the party by whom incurred. Any reiief
requested in this cause and not specifically granted in this order is denied.

Sigred this __ //  day of NN Senb e,

Judge Presiding
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NO. G4856-B

EX PARTE: IN THE JUVENILE COURT
DON BENTON RICHEY, OF
AND WIFE, MARY ALICE EDWARDS RICHEY DALLAS COUNTY, TEXAS

7O THE HONORABLE JUDGE OF SAID COURT:

Now comes Sam M., Davis, Chief Probation Officer of Dallas County, Texas, here—
tofore appointed to make an investigation of the antecedents of Michelle Avery, &
minor, and the environment of the petiticners, Don Benton Richey, and wife, MNary
Alice Edwards Richey, and after an examination of the record kept by Hope Cottage
Assoclation, an agency licensed by the State of Texas for the placement of chil~
dren for adopticn, shows the Court as follows:

I.

Michelle Avery is a little white child, bora at Florence Nightingale Hospital,
in Dallas, Texas, on the 3rd of June, 1953. ©She was admitted to Hope Cottage on
the 9th of June, 1953, and since that time she has been wholly maintained by pub-
lic charity. She is the child of Jane Pelph, who stated that she had been married
to Jercme Maurice Avery in January, 1949, having married in Chicage, Illinois, but
the County Clerk of Cook County Tllinois, was unable to verify this. She gave the
name of Jane Pelph Avery at the time of the birth of the child. On the Tth of Aug—
ust, 1953, the mother signed releases on the baby at Hope Cottage.

Michelle Avery was b;rn June 3, 1953, placed in the petit.ioners' home QOctober
2, 1953, and on October 20, 1953, was declared dependent and neglected in Ceuse
No. 83675-G in the Juvenila Court of Dallzs County, Texas, and placed in the care
and custody of Hope Cobtage.

The baby was examined by Dr. Eugene L. Aten, on October 1, 1953, and found
to be of normal mental development and a sultable supject for adoption.

IT1.

Don Benton Richey and wife, Mary Alice Edwards Richey, have been married since

November 30, 1942, having parried in Datlas, Texas. They are of the Protestant

faith. The couple live at 3859 Wemdon Drive, Dgllas, Texas. This is an attract-

ive brick home in a new section of the city; the furnishings are comfortable and



neat and the housekeeping standards are good. The yard is well cared for and
offers fenced area for the safety of a child.

Mr. Richey was born February 16, 1914, in Denton County, Texas, one of six
children. He did not complete high school, lacking one year. He waa in the
Ammad Services from 1941 to 1945. Mr., Richey has worked for about sixteen
years as & knitter for the Red Fox Manufacturing Company, sporting gdoods. He
roceives a salary of $5,000,00 a year. His insurance coverage is $19,000.00,
and the couple have a good checking and savings account with Dallas Banks.

Mrs. Richey was born March 8, 1915, in Dallas, Texas, one of two chil-
dren. She did not complete high school; she was employed prior to her
marriage. She is very active in her church work. Both Mr. and Mrs. Richey
are in good health,

References: Reverend D. C., Hamm, Mr, Greham L, Plerce, and Mr. A. M.
Bittick. AJl of these references highly recommend Don Benton Richey, and
wife, Mary Alice Richey.

III,

The natural mother, Mrs. Jane Pelph Avery, signed the releases on Baby
Michelle Avery on August 7, 1953. On October 20, 1953, Michelle Avery was
declared dependent and neglected child in Cause No. 83675-G in the Juvenile
Court of Dallas County, Texas, and pj.a.ced in the care and custody of Hope
Cottage for placement for adoption. The executive secretary of Hope Cottage
signed a consent to the adoption.

v,

Don Benton Richey and wife, Mary Alice Richey, have had Michells Avery in
their home since October 2, 1953, which 1s & longer periocd of time than is re-—
quired by Statute.

Wherefore, premises considered your investigator recommends that the
petitioners be granted leave to adopt Michelle Avery, and that the child's
name be changed to Deborah Ann Richey, in order that she may derive the ﬁ).ll—
est benefit from the adepting parents and home.

Respectfully submitted,

SAM M. DAVIS,
Chief Probation Officer

v e (Bloerar

IP/cp LEIA PALMER,
9~21~54 Assistant Probation Officer



