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’ Contact Information
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Great Basin College
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’ Overview

e Purpose & Scope of Evaluation
— Assembly Bill 671
— GBC involvement began July 1999

e Tentative Timeline of Evaluation Activities
— Page 10

 Pilot Project Fiscal Notes

— 22:1 demonstration project
— Evaluation costs



CSR Evaluation

1. Examine effectiveness of demonstration
oroject using multiple measures

2. Provide an independent, objective, third-
party analysis

3. Utilize methodology In previous
evaluation

4. Continue evaluation and report to ECSD
Trustees and 2003 State Legislature
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. Classroom Observations

 Finding 1: There was an overall improvement by grade
level of classroom behavior in the major categories of
Individualization, engagement, and management.

 Finding 2: The individualization category remains to be
the most observed area of classroom observations.

e Finding 3: The engagement category showed the area of
Improvement with the most positive effect.

 Finding 4: The management category accounted for the
greatest variation with the subcategories.
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Student TerraNova Scores

Finding 1: In Table 1, mathematics stayed the most consistent with
the smallest decrease in student TerraNova test scores.

Finding 2: Table 2 reflected an increase in the upper grades in the
areas of science and reading and all grades (2-6) in language, and
mixed gains mathematics in comparing of the October 1999 to the
October 2001 test dates.

Finding 3: Table 3 shows schools with traditionally smaller class
sizes from 1999 to 2000. In grades 2, 3, 4, most science and
mathematics scores showed strong gains in most grades, while reading
and language arts showed decline in most grades. In mathematics,
every grade (2-6) showed significant increases in test scores. Student
test scores in science reflected strong gains in grades 2, 3, and 4.
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Parent-Guardian Surveys

Finding 1: Parent-guardian responses indicated that in
2001-2002, there was great Improvement to some
Improvement (53%) of how much their child likes and gets
Involved in school.

Finding 2: The majority of survey responses from 1999-
2000 to 2001-2002 showed a positive affect of 22:1 class
sizes.

Finding 3: Parent-guardian responses did not reflect a
significant decline (some decline to great decline) from
1999-2000 to 2001-2002.

Finding 4: The evaluation study gained 11% in parent-
guardian survey responses.
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Teacher Interviews

 Finding 1: The majority of interviewed teachers in grades

one and two did not notice as many negative effects of
Increased class size as 3-6 teachers noted positive effects
of decreased class sizes.

Finding 2: In most areas, teachers interviewed In grades
1-2 were more likely to see positive or no effects rather
than negative effects. In only one area, individualization
of Instruction, are the negative effects as high as the
positive effects.

Finding 3: The vast majority of interviewed 3-6 teachers

saw positive effects in every area. Based on the responses
of 9 out of the 14 areas, over 75% responded positively.
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Principal Interviews

 Finding 1: Based on the principal interviews in 2001-
2002, the majority of responses reflect a positive effect
associated with reduced class sizes.
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’ Teacher Surveys

 Finding 1: The majority of teacher responses in the lower
elementary grades noted great improvement and some
Improvement in reduced class sizes with the exception of
cooperative activities among teachers, your interaction
with other teachers, and teacher-administration
Interaction.

 Finding 2: The majority of teacher responses in the upper
elementary grades noted great improvement and some
Improvement in reduced class sizes with exception to
teacher-administration interaction.
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’ Teacher Surveys (continued)

 Finding 3: The greatest increases noted by the teachers In
grades 1-2 of great improvement to some improvement
were In academically related student-teacher interaction
(72%), monitoring student progress and providing
feedback to students (72%), student learning (72%), small
group Instruction (72%), physical space (72%), and
social/personal interaction between you and your students
(72%).

 Finding 4: The greatest increases noted by the teachers in
grades 3-6 of great improvement to some improvement
were In social/personal interaction between you and your
students (92%) and one-on-one instruction (92%).
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Principal Surveys

e Finding 1: The majority of principal and vice principal
responses noted great improvement and some improvement in
reduced class sizes with exception to your interaction with
other teachers and teacher-administration interaction from
1999-2000 to 2001-2002.

« Finding 2: The areas that reflected gains (100%) in the
Improvement and some improvement of reduced class sizes in
2001-2002 included:

— Monitoring student progress and providing feedback to students
— Student time-on-task

— Teacher morale

— Time on instruction
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Teacher Journals

 Finding 1: Overall, teacher responses in the journals
Indicate that there Is a positive effect associated with
reduced class-sizes from 1999-2000 to 2001-2002.

 Finding 2: The most significant areas of a positive effect
assoclated with reduced class size is time on instruction
(86%) and time on task (84%).

e Finding 3: The areas observed by teachers to have a
negative effect included content covered (12%) and
classroom space (10%). However, the positive effect
associated with both of these areas was still greater.



"' Overall Findings

e Continue to monitor student success and
achievement at every level using multiple
methods.

* No significant adverse affects associated
with Increasing grades 1-2 to 22:1.

* No adverse affects in grades 3-.6 In terms of
Implementing the ratio to 22:1.



A Conclusion

* Report was approved by ECSD Board of
rustees January 2003

o Transmitted to State Legislature February
2003

 Implications for Nevada’s school districts
— Common evaluation among school districts

— CRT testing across grades will provide annual
tracking of student performance
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Questions???



	Report on the Elko County School District Class Size Reduction Demonstration Project
	Contact Information
	Overview
	CSR Evaluation
	Classroom Observations
	Student TerraNova Scores
	Parent-Guardian Surveys
	Teacher Interviews
	Principal Interviews
	Teacher Surveys
	Teacher Surveys (continued)
	Principal Surveys
	Teacher Journals
	Overall Findings
	Conclusion
	Questions???

