Education Commission
States

Teachers Who Do Not Meet the
Definition of Highly Qualified Teacher
and Related Issues

Jennifer Azordegan

Researcher, Teaching Quality Policy Center
Education Commission of the States

303.299.3650 jazordegan@ecs.org
IT D Mental Health Document consists of 12 pages
M Entire document provided.
O o size limitations, pages provided. A copy of the
complete document is available through the Research Library
(775/684-6827) or e-mail ).
Meeting Date 2/24/04

Helping State Leaders Shape Education Policy



Education Commission
States

Effective Teacher Evaluation

Define teaching quality

Focus evaluation policy on improving
teaching practice

Incorporate student learning into teacher
evaluation

Create professional accountability
Train evaluators
Broaden participation in evaluation design

Source: NGA Center for Best Practices
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e
. WhHat 1S @ Highly Qualified Teacher?

tttttt

e Has full state certification
e Holds a minimum of a bachelor’'s degree

 Has demonstrated subject matter
competency in each of the academic
subjects in which the teacher teaches
(core academic subjects only)
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ow Can Existing Teachers Demonstrate

i Subject-Matter Competency?

States

ELEMENTARY MIDDLE/SECONDARY
* Subject knowledge * Subject knowledge
and teacher skills State test
State test e Academic major or

 High Objective Uniform
State Standard of
Evaluation (HOUSSE) °

coursework equivalent
to major

Graduate degree

Advanced certification

High Objective Uniform
State Standard of
Evaluation (HOUSSE)
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e HOUSSE Types

HOUSSEs generally fall into the following categories:

e Point System

e Professional Development
e Performance Evaluation

e Portfolio

Student Achievement Data
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HOUSSE Type Distribution

No HOUSSE

Student
Achievement
Data

Portfolio
Point System

Performance
Evaluation

Professional
Development
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State Efforts Regarding Teachers
AR Who are not Highly Qualified

Currently, the focus Is on assistance

rather than removal
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- State Assistance Programs

* National Board for Professional Teaching
Standards certification

 Partnerships with universities and
community colleges to provide coursework
to teachers

e Qverall, little evidence of state-level
assistance
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Fvcstn s State Assistance Programs

tttttt

o Mississippi: Middle School Professional
Development Institute

« Michigan: Michigan will fully cover the costs for
the first 80 teachers and then provide a 50%
subsidy for the next 80 applicants.
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= District Assistance Programs

o Kansas: Kansas City Kansas Public Schools for
each $1,000 a teacher receives In assistance to
become highly qualified, he or she agrees to stay
with the district for one year or will make
reimbursement for the entire amount.

o South Carolina: Berkeley County School District
gives Its teachers and paraprofessionals money
toward classes to become highly qualified or pays
the fees for the exams.
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el SREB - Electronic Campus

: Academic
Electronic High Schools

Electronic The Electronic Campus
Campus
Educators
5
Search

Search
For Courses
For Programs

Participating Institutions
WaysInMentor
For Teachers

Financial Aid Information

Academic Common
Market / EC Program

Distance Learning
Policy Laboratory

User Information

Prass Ralaages Az aKE-12 educater in the SEEE states, you face new challenges to meet the requirements for

Publications renewing your certification and licensure. Fulfiling these requirements calls for more work, m addition
to your regular teaching or administrative duties, work preparation and other responsibilities, such as

Servicemembers farrily. Ar o b ds

Opportunity College v. Are you an educator who needs:

Information
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