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" The Maryland SSI Outreach Project
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TtharylandSSIOuu-eachijectheé%shomelessmmnyill eople beco

in the Supplementat Security Income (SSI) program. It does this by providin .
thuﬁneﬁialSemuityAdginimﬁondoesnot:thelp th record

~ application completion, and advocacy on the clients’

The Maryland SSI Outreach project was started in 1993 as a demonstration p
Social Security Administration (SSA). The outreach demonstration funded st

. including salaries for a project director, two counselors, and an administrativ

The project was intended to link SS] benefits to homeléas people of age 18 a
have serious and consistent mentel illness. The program went anum
incarnations from 1994-1998, as funding from SSA diminished. Starting in 1
Social Security Outreach Projett coordinated with the Baltimore continuum

order to obtain $190,000 in HUD funding cach year.

TthSIOu&thmjectisgeﬁmdtowardmerelymﬂiﬂ ople who
the streets. In addition to the street outreach done by the the SSI Outrea
takes referrals from all over the city — from the Department of Social Servic
transitional housing programs, emergency shelters, and in centers. Clie
usually those who are clearly good candidates for SSI, but by virtue of their
have been either unable to navigate the application process or simply unawar
might be eligible for such an entitlement. :

_ Project Description: -

The SSI Ouu'each_pmjectremaimsnﬂ'edbynprojectdkm.twoooweloi
administrative assistant. According to their grant agreement, they must serve
peﬂeayeu.mpmjectiuet-upmaddrcuwhathjectDMthm
as the three major obstacles to severely mentally ill people seeking benefits:

o_gheilln%:e.itselﬂwﬁichmkesmvignﬁngnooinpﬁmdappﬁuﬁmpt

. ﬂwfngtthﬁnto:mul&@siuﬁgmﬁudwﬂwpoimthupeoplemk
suﬂ'ennf one, ; .

. thechalengeofpap_ermhmsement,especiallywhilekckingnﬁxeda ,

The SSI Outreach team makes it a point to see each referred client within thr
phonemﬂ.’Theyeonductamenty-minutewomil:ﬁ:n-site,wmpleteminf
sheet (largely on income and resources), and have the client sign "appointme
representative” forms, which allow SSA to release the client's Efomnmon o
Once the appropriate forms have been reviewed by SSA, the counselor recei .
determination on whether the client is eligible for the SSI or SSDI programs,
an application is already pending, in which case the counselor can only help -

- http://www.endhomelessness.org/best/mdssioutrch htm . T 2020002

[3 Entire document provided.-

. (775-684-6827 or a-mall Nbeary@lch.state.w.us),
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with the paperwork.

The second and more challenging part of the process is preparing the disabili
The counselor collects all information available on the client's treatment reco
people have been treated, and for what. They conduct a clinical evaluation th
anywhere from 1-10 hours, extended over a number of meetings. The Project
then writes a report describing a diagnosis and any functional impairment, a
to the Disability Determination Services office. In all, the staff spends an ave
hours on each case. '

The SSI Outreach Project is also able to provide "presumptive” benefits to p
are certain will join the SSI rolls. This means that for up to six months while
their eligibility determination, clients receive SSI payments, This part of the
remaining perk from the original demonstration project, which allowed for p
eligibility. After the first year of the demo, all of the 54 people who received
benefits presumptively were eventually enrolled in the SSI program. Those =
receive presumptive eligibility are less visibly disabled -- either they may no
received treatment for their mental illness, or there is difficulty teasing out th .
addictions from the mental iliness. '

For some of the severely disabled élients, the Maryland SSI Outreach Proj ec
representative payee, and SSA sends all benefits to the staff, which acts as th
money manager.

Sources of Funding:

The SSI Outreach Project is part of the Baltimore continuum of care, and rec
$190,000 per year from HUD. Yvonne Perret believes that the Social Securit
Administration, which currently does not provide grants for outreach project
appropriate source of funds. : o

Available Data:

Since 1994, the SSI Outreach Project has deemed between 400-450 people p
eligible. Of this number, only two people have been denied SSI. :

The benefits of this program do not end with SSI payments: The SSI Outreac
also succeeds in linking people with other county services. Typically the SSI
staff spends between 20 and 40 hours with each person. They serve, as a pre

their grant, at least 100 people per year.
For More Information Contact:

, Yvonne Perret, Project Director
SSI Outreach Project :
- 701 West Pratt Street Room 216
Baltimore, MD 21201

http://www.endhomelessness.org/best/mdssioutrch.htm _ . 2/20/02
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