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Major Public 
Land Issues in 
White Pine 
County, 
Categorized:

• Renewable Energy and Transmission

• Greater Sage-grouse                                            
(BLM and Forest Service Management Plans)

• Wild Horses

• Water

• Watershed Restoration as Related to Wildfire 
and Fuels Reduction

• Others:

• Access

• Mining

• Exploration

• Land Withdrawals & Special Designations



Renewable 
Energy & 
Transmission:

• 1 Existing and 3 Proposed Transmission Lines:

• On-Line from Ely South (Existing)

• SWIP North from Ely North (NEPA Complete)

• Cross-Tie from Ely East (NEPA In Process)

• Greenlink from Ely West (NEPA Pending)

• Associated Applications for Renewable Energy 
Development

• Geothermal

• Solar

• Wind

• Pumped Storage



SWIP North 
(NEPA Complete)

Greenlink North 
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Greater 
Sage-grouse
(BLM & 
Forest Service 
Management 
Plans):

• New (3rd) BLM Range-wide Planning Effort 
Underway

• Inconsistencies with State & “Current” 
(2015) BLM Plans

• Conflicts with other Projects and Programs





Wild Horses:

• The County supports wild horses on the 
range at sustainable levels.

• Recent levels are not sustainable, 
particularly coupled with recent drought.

• The County fully supports recent BLM and FS 
gathers and gather planning and would 
support additional funding from Congress to 
accelerate gathers.





From: “Out of Balance – The West’s Wild Horses”, 
video online at:
www.nevadarangelands.org/documentaries



Water:

• The withdrawal of municipal applications 
from SNWA has allowed local projects to 
move forward.

• The County is concerned with the Pine Valley
Water Project (groundwater export) in Utah 
adjacent to Snake Valley.

• The County continuously monitors water 
applications, regulations and use.





Watershed 
Restoration 
as Related to 
Wildfire and 
Fuels 
Reduction:

• Locally, the County has a very good working 
relationship with the BLM & Forest Service.

• Both have been tremendously proactive at 
large-scale (watershed-level) restoration and 
fuels reductions with funding support from 
SNPLMA.

• The County appreciates and supports these 
continued efforts.  







Other Issues:
Access
Mining
Exploration
Land Withdrawals 
& 
Special 
Designations

• Access to public lands is of paramount 
importance to the County:
• Supports Multiple Use Management

• Provides for Recreation

• Two Key Expansions to Existing Mines:
• Robinson (EIS Complete)

• Bald Mountain (EIS Beginning)

• Land Withdrawals & Special Designations
• NASA Proposal in N Railroad Valley

• Special Designations as Relates to:
• National America the Beautiful (30x30) Program

• BLM Statewide Resource Management Plan

• Bottom Line: Local Government(s) 
need to be involved in all Public 
Land Projects & Planning Efforts



Thank you for Coming 
to White Pine County

We Invite Your 
Questions
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