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August 13, 2022
To: The State of Nevada Interim Finance Committee:

Greetings Chair Denis, Vice-Chair Carlton and fellow Committee Members,

|, Gerry Shear, am writing to express support in favor of the Grant A Gift Autism Foundation —
Ackerman Center’s (GGAF Ackerman Center) $8.5 Mil ARPA request. The incidence rate of an autism
diagnosis is growing each year. In 2022, the CDC quoted that 1:44 children will receive an autism
diagnosis. This diagnosis knows no socioeconomic bounds and affects all levels equally.
Unfortunately, in the state of Nevada there are simply not enough specialist to provide this diagnosis
and even fewer that accept state funded insurance plans, leaving thousands of families on waitlists
that can span several years. It’'s time to give support to those families and the community that can
be served through the GGAF Ackerman Center.

The impact from these funds allotted will help countless families, beyond just receiving the
diagnosis. It will help them perform better in school, start to receive the necessary therapies
recommended, gain a better understanding of their diagnosis and when ready, help them find and
obtain gainful employment.

ARPA funding provides a unigue opportunity to rapidly make an impact in our State’s affordable
access to quality behavioral, mental, and medical care.

| appreciate your consideration on this matter.

Gerry Shear, Co-Founder & Director
SHEAR Family Foundation

Las Vegas, Nevada
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