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Vocabulary
● Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI)

● Concussion

● Return to Play (RTP)

● Return to Learn (RTL)

● Chronic Traumatic Encephalopathy (CTE)



Background-National
● 1870: Earliest head injuries suspected of causing internal damage

● 1928: Harrison Martland CTE  (did not know the name yet)

● Before 1970 concussions diagnosed if  unconscious by blow

● 2009: NFL acknowledges danger of concussions 

○ 2009-2014: NFL encourages return to play (RTL) laws in US

Cantu, Casper, 
Resnick, NFL 



Background-Local
● Jason Frierson, United States Attorney for District of Nevada

● UNR running back, spent time in athletic trainers’ office

● Asked to spearhead concussion legislation, 2011

○ A.B. 455, now codified as 

■ NRS 385B.080, NRS 392.452, NRS 455A.200

○ Law has many loopholes, no return to learn (RTL)

Messerly , (A.B. 
455 2011)



Research
● Matthew F.Grady, MD Current Problems in Pediatric and Adolescent Health Care 

2010

○ “The lack of prospective studies in early adolescent student 

athletes limits definitive management recommendations.”



Research
● Mark E. Halstead, MD et. al.  American Academy of Pediatrics 2013

○ “School officials often fail to recognize the need for academic 

or environmental adjustments appropriate [to]…  ease the 

transition back to the school environment… and recovery”



Free 
Education 
Resources 

Specific Information for nurses, 
teachers, guidance counselors, 

parents, students, and other school 
personnel.



Free 
Education 
Resources 

Specific information for athletic trainers, 
coaches, parents, sports officials, and 

students.



Takeaways
1. Student-athletes are students FIRST

2. All students should be protected by 
concussion policies

3. Student’s health and well-being should be 
paramount to the NYL


