
 
 

 
 

 

ncsl.org | @NCSLorg 
Denver 7700 East First Place, Denver CO 80230 | Washington D.C. 444 North Capitol Street, N.W. Suite 515, Washington, D.C. 20001 

Water Policy Resources 

 

NCSL  

The NCSL Environment and Natural Resources State Bill Tracking Database compiles legislation related to wastewater, 
water allocation and supply planning, water conservation and efficiency, water infrastructure and water quality (both for 
drinking water and bodies of water).  
 
The NCSL Environmental and Natural Resources Research & Policy webpage also contains information on key water 
issues areas, to include: 

• State Water Governance: Approaches from Six Western States 
• Groundwater 101: The Basics on the Earth’s Most Precious Resource 
• State Water Governance Handout 
• States Help Farmers, Ranchers Adapt to a Future With Less Water 
• State Policy Options for Small and Rural Water Systems 
• Protecting Wild Waters: State Policy Options 
• Growing into the Future: Water-Resilient Agriculture 
• Green Infrastructure 
• Wetlands 
• Soil Health 

 

External 

• The University of Nebraska-Lincoln Institute of Agriculture and Natural Resources provides a six-part series of 
articles covering basic water law in the United States, predominately in the western part of the country, and how it 
affects water resources. 

• The National Agricultural and Rural Development Policy Center – U.S. Water Policy: Trends and Future Directions 

• The US Water Alliance – Water Policy Resources webpage provides reports, toolkits and case studies. 

• EPA 
o Drought Resilience and Water Conservation  
o Water Quality Standards: Regulations and Resources 
o Asset Management: A Handbook for Small Water Systems 

• The US Geological Survey – Water Resources of the United States including on water quality, water use, flood and 
droughts, and groundwater.  

• National Agricultural Law Center 
o Water Law page  
o Water Law overview 
o Compilation of State Water Law Statutes 

• National Regulatory Research Institute – Small Water Systems: Surveying State Utility Commission Best Practices 

• National Rural Water Association 

http://www.ncsl.org/
https://www.ncsl.org/environment-and-natural-resources/state-bill-tracking-database
https://www.ncsl.org/environment-and-natural-resources
https://www.ncsl.org/environment-and-natural-resources/state-water-governance
https://www.ncsl.org/state-legislatures-news/details/groundwater-101-the-basics-on-the-earths-most-precious-resource
https://www.nmlegis.gov/handouts/WNR%20072522%20Item%209%20NCSL_water%20handout.pdf
https://www.ncsl.org/state-legislatures-news/details/states-help-farmers-ranchers-adapt-to-a-future-with-less-water
https://www.ncsl.org/environment-and-natural-resources/state-policy-options-for-small-and-rural-water-systems
https://www.ncsl.org/state-legislatures-news/details/protecting-wild-waters-state-policy-options
https://videos.ncsl.org/growing-into-the-future-water-resilient-agriculture
https://www.ncsl.org/environment-and-natural-resources/state-policy-options-for-green-infrastructure
https://www.ncsl.org/environment-and-natural-resources/wetlands
https://www.ncsl.org/environment-and-natural-resources/soil-health
https://cropwatch.unl.edu/2021/water-law-101-part-1-basics
https://cropwatch.unl.edu/2021/water-law-101-part-1-basics
https://aese.psu.edu/nardep/publications/working-papers/u-s-water-policy-trends-and-future-directions
https://uswateralliance.org/resources/?issue=water-policy
https://www.epa.gov/water-research/drought-resilience-and-water-conservation
https://www.epa.gov/wqs-tech
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/lMmpCmZVP9I1OVYqTNtmrY
https://water.usgs.gov/index.html
https://nationalaglawcenter.org/research-by-topic/water-law/
https://nationalaglawcenter.org/overview/water-law/
https://nationalaglawcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/assets/readingrooms/waterlaw-statutes.pdf
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/tF-0C0RyBrIJ1nWzTDbGuo
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/zutFCgJVP9hPMvWJh2Xl0C/
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• American Water Works Association – Resources for Small Systems 

• Washington State Department of Health – Guide for small public water systems using groundwater 

• University of North Carolina – Strategies for Water Utilities with Aging Infrastructure 

• Environmental Council of States – Water policy area of focus 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/GEuPCjRVP9IlWzJ0H7ldo4
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/vUmJCkRVP0IYxD0vTJfILI
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/lCweClYVP9COQWKlFY5HQT/
https://www.ecos.org/areas-of-focus/water/

