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Introduction

• In April 2022, alongside t he Reno Police Department  and in collaborat ion with 
Canine Companions, a  leader in t he service dog indust ry, I spearheaded what  is  
believed t o be t he inaugural Facilit y Dog program within Nevada's  criminal just ice 
syst em.

• My partner, Wint er VIII, born in 2022, is  a  purpose-bred Labrador Ret riever/ Golden 
Ret riever mix, met iculously t rained for our specialized work.

• Nevada St at e Coordinator - Just ice Facilit y Dogs US



Introduction
• Since her arrival, Wint er has:
✔ Engaged wit h t housands of cit izens of all ages and employees 

from numerous agencies
✔ Provided crucial support  t o hundreds of crime vict ims at  various 

st ages in t he criminal just ice syst em
✔ Significant ly elevat ed t he image of t he Reno Police Department , 

fost ering great er t rust  and underst anding bet ween officers  and 
cit izens t hrough her compassionat e presence and dedicat ed 
service

• Unfortunat ely, due t o t he absence of legislat ive guidance or 
specific laws, Wint er and other dogs like her have been unable 
t o fulfill a  crit ical role in Nevada - providing support  t o 
vulnerable and child witnesses during court room t est imony.



What is a Criminal Justice Facility Dog

• Assist ance Dogs Int ernat ional, Inc. (ADI) is  a  worldwide coalit ion of not -for-profit  
programs t hat  t rain and place Assist ance Dogs. Founded in 1986 from a group of 
seven small programs, ADI has become the leading authorit y in t he Assist ance Dog 
indust ry (ADI, 2024).

• Organizat ions such as Canine Companions, who provided Wint er, are accredit ed by 
ADI.

• There are hundreds of such organizat ions, including a select  few prominent  
providers like Canine Companions, Guide Dogs for t he Blind, Assist ance Dogs of t he 
West , and Duo.



What is a Criminal Justice Facility Dog

• ADI Definit ion - Courthouse Facilit y Dog:
✔ Trained by an ADI accredit ed member organizat ion t o do specific, skilled t asks in a  variety of different  

s it uat ions with a variety of people in need of t heir services in such places as a  courthouse or child 
advocacy center. Their handlers, professionals  who are knowledgeable about  t he pract ices of t he 
just ice syst em, ut ilize the facilit y dog to provide a calming influence on vulnerable people during t he 
invest igat ion and prosecut ion of crimes, other st ressful legal proceedings, and t herapeut ic responses 
t o t hese experiences.

✔ Given the nature of t his  work, prior t o graduat ion from t eam t raining, t he t eam must  be able t o 
demonst rat e t hat  t hey can work in community places, such as a  court room, courthouse or police 
st at ion without  creat ing a public nuisance t hat  could have an adverse impact  on t he proceedings.

✔ Public access for t he facilit y dog is only grant ed with permission from the inst itut ion or under 
provisions of st at e or federal/ nat ional laws (ADI, 2024).



What is a Criminal Justice Facility Dog

• More general definit ion widely used in laws, policy, government :
✔ “Facilit y Dog” means a dog t hat  is  a  graduat e of an assist ance dog organizat ion t hat  is  a  

member of assist ance dogs int ernat ional or a s imilar int ernat ionally recognized 
organizat ion whose main purpose is  t o grant  accredit at ion t o assist ance dog 
organizat ions based on st andards of excellence in all areas of assist ance dog acquisit ion, 
t raining and placement  (IC § 19-3023).



What a Criminal Justice Facility Dog is Not

• A facilit y dog is  not a therapy dog or emotional support animal
✔ These dogs and animals have t heir place in societ y and perhaps some aspect s  of t he legal 

syst em, but  not  in police int erviews or court rooms.

✔ They are oft en not  properly vet t ed or t rained t o handle various st ressful and emot ionally 
charged sit uat ions wit h a diverse range of people.

✔ Their work periods are short , requiring frequent  breaks, and t hey must  be removed if 
showing signs of st ress.

✔ Handlers must  maint ain cont rol of t he leash, and t hey may lack formal t raining or 
appropriat e behavior in legal set t ings, wit h unknown backgrounds. (See Spruin, 2018, 
Mariani, 2020)



Support and Research

• Dogs in t he criminal just ice syst em: Considerat ion of facilit y and t herapy dogs –
Elizabeth Spruin and Katarina Mozova (2018)

• American Bar Associat ion Resolut ion 101A (2021)
✔ RESOLVED, t hat  t he American Bar Associat ion urges federal, s t at e, local, t errit orial and t ribal government s and foreign 

government s t o enact  laws authorizing court s  t o allow specially t rained dogs (called facilit y dogs) t o assist  
vict ims/ vulnerable witnesses in t heir part icipat ion at  any st age of t he criminal just ice syst em, including during t heir 
t est imony in any judicial proceedings, and, t o ensure t he healt h and well-being of t he facilit y dogs.

• Court house Facilit y Dog Resolut ion of t he Associat ion of Prosecut ing At t orneys (2018)

• Nat ional Dist rict  At t orneys Associat ion – Resolut ion in support  of t he use of court house 
facilit y dogs (2018)



Support and Research

• 116t h Congress s . 1029 – Court house Dog Act  (2019) – Passed Senat e but  bill died in House

• Facilit y Dogs at  Children's  Advocacy Cent ers and in Legal Proceedings – Court house Dogs 
Foundat ion (2015)

• Court house Facilit y Dogs – A Wit ness 's  best  Friend – Jill Mariani (2020)

• Concerns Regarding t he ut ilizat ion of Pet  Therapy dogs and t heir Owners for Wit ness 
Support  During Court room Proceedings – Court house Dogs Foundat ion, Ellen O'Neill 
St ephens JD – Founder (2020)



Need and Timing
• Facilit y dogs and best  pract ices have been in development  since 2008.

• The use of dogs t o aid vict ims in t he criminal just ice syst em is  growing.

• There is  a  widespread lack of knowledge among criminal just ice ent it ies about  exist ing best  pract ices, 
result ing in many agencies incorporat ing pet s  and therapy dogs without  sufficient  guidance, part icularly 
as it  relat es t o exist ing best  pract ices.

• The long-t erm effect iveness of t he use of dogs in t he criminal just ice syst em in Nevada depends on 
est ablishing and adopt ing laws and pract ices t hat  align with recognized st andards.

• Despit e numerous request s  from vict ims, Winter has been unable t o accompany them during t est imony 
due t o concerns about  case law implicat ions and legal implicat ions t o an individual case.

• It  is  challenging to assess t he need for a  facilit y dog when their services cannot  be reliably offered due t o 
t hese const raint s .



States with Facility Dogs and Laws 
Support ing Their Use
• 304 dogs working in 41 st at es  (August , 2023 – Just ice Facilit y Dogs US)

• 9t h Circuit  St at es
✔ Alaska - 0

✔ Arizona – 9 – St at e v. Millis  (2017) - t rial and appellat e court  found facilit y dog would not  unfairly prejudice Millis

✔ California – 40 – People v. Chenault  (2014) - support  dog no more prejudicial t han support  person |  People v. Spence (2012) - appellat e court  upheld 
use of facilit y dog and advocat e on st and. CA Penal Code 868.4

✔ Hawaii – 1 – House Bill 1668 SD1 CD1 – Use of a Dog in Judicial Proceedings

✔ Idaho – 4 – St at e of Idaho v. Nuss (2019) - appellat e court  found use of facilit y dog not  abuse of court  discret ion |  Idaho Code § 19-3023

✔ Mont ana - 2

✔ Nevada - 1

✔ Oregon - 9

✔ Washingt on – 20 – St at e v. Dye (2013) - no showing t hat  facilit y dog dist ract ed jury or damaged presumpt ion of innocence. |  RCW 10.52.110



Necessary Components of a Nevada Law

• Define facilit y dog.

• Define vulnerable witness /  child witness for purposes of facilit y dog use.

• Add authorit y and guidelines for t he use of facilit y dogs in court rooms t o support  
vulnerable witness /  child witness.
✔ Presumpt ion facilit y dog shall be allowed t o st ay in t he court room at  t he wit ness st and 

wit h t he vulnerable wit ness /  child wit ness unless court  finds defendant 's  const it ut ional 
right  t o a fair t rial will be unduly prejudiced.

• Add facilit y dogs t o st at e definit ion of  "service animal" when t he facilit y dog is  
working in such a capacit y t o accommodate public access.



Questions, Concerns, and Supporting 
Document s
• Quest ions?

• More Informat ion:

Lt . Michael S. Browet t

(775) 223-1457

browet t m@reno.gov

Art icles, St at e Laws, and More
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https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/___https://docs.google.com/document/d/1inO3rv-0ACPBl5FLy-KcybQeEhhBhnHINll0DBa-bDc/edit?usp=sharing___.YzJ1Om5ldmFkYWxlZ2lzbGF0aXZlY291bnNlbGJ1cmVhdTpjOm86YmM3YzMyNGRiYTkxNjU4ZjAxMWE1ZmRhYWUzNWJiOTI6NjowOGJjOjRkZGFhYjY5Nzg4MDI1ZDA5Y2Y1NTk4OWYzMjBmYjJiOTBjNGFiYmIzYTUyMjMxN2JiNjA3ZDQ2N2U1NGVkZGM6cDpUOk4
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