
Subcommittee on Personal Assistance for Persons with 
Severe Functional Disabilities of the  

Nevada Commission on Services  
for Persons with Disabilities  

 
Nevada Revised Statutes (NRS) 426.731: 
 
Subcommittee members:  The Nevada Commission on Services for Persons with 
Disabilities (NCSPD) shall appoint such members to the Subcommittee as it deems 
appropriate to represent a broad range of persons with disabilities from diverse 
backgrounds, including representatives of: 
 
• Seniors with disabilities; 
 
• The Statewide Independent Living Council, established pursuant to  

29 U.S.C. § 796d; 
 
• The State Council on Developmental Disabilities, established pursuant to 

Section 125 of the Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act 
of 2000; 

 
• Centers for independent living; 
 
• Providers of personal services to persons with disabilities; and 
 
• Persons with disabilities who receive personal assistance services. 
 
The majority of members of the Subcommittee must be persons with disabilities. 
 
Operations of the Subcommittee:  The Subcommittee shall: 
 
• Elect its Chair from among its members. 
 
• Meet at least quarterly or as necessary to carry out the provisions of NRS 426.728.  
 
Provisions of NRS 426.728:  Each State personal assistance program must make 
available community-based services to provide minimum essential personal assistance to 
residents with severe functional disabilities who would, with the provision of that 
assistance, be able to live safely and independently outside of an institutional setting.   
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The assistance program must make available the services within a reasonable period 
after receiving the request and in accordance with conditions of federal funding and 
within the amount of State funding.   
 
Background: 
 
Legislation:  Senate Bill 174 (Chapter 596, Statutes of Nevada 2001) was sponsored by 
Senators Raymond D. Rawson and Dina Titus.  Among joint sponsors was then 
Assemblyman David R. Parks.  The legislation established the Advisory Committee on 
Personal Assistance for Persons with Severe Functional Disabilities.   
 
According to the minutes of the hearing in the Senate Committee on Finance on 
March 21, 2001, the “purpose of the advisory committee is to provide greater accuracy 
and familiarity in the determination of personal assistance needs than an existing state 
agency … .”  Subsequent testimony in the Assembly Committee on Ways and Means 
indicated the purpose of the advisory committee was to ascertain the extent of the need 
and potential clients for the services.   
 
The measure as filed included an appropriation of $250,000, which was reduced by 
amendment to $5,000 per year to cover travel expenses of the Advisory Committee.   
 
The Advisory Committee was amended in 2009 with the enactment of S.B. 79 
(Chapter 181, Statutes of Nevada), sponsored by the Senate Committee on Health and 
Education at the request of the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS).  
According to testimony during the May 6, 2009, meeting of the Assembly Committee 
on Health and Human Services, the intent of the bill was to “streamline” the systems 
and “combine some boards to be more efficient.” 
 
The bill created the NCSPD to incorporate existing boards into subcommittees under 
the NCSPD.  The subcommittees included: 
 
• Communication Services for Persons Who Are Deaf or Hard of Hearing and 

Persons with Speech Disabilities; 
 
• Personal Assistance for Persons with Severe Functional Disabilities; and 
 
• Traumatic Brain Injuries.   
 
Legislative history:  A legislative history of S.B. 174 has been compiled and is 
available here:  http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Division/Research/Library/LegHistory/
LHs/2001/SB174,2001.pdf.  
 
No legislative history of S.B. 79 has been compiled.   
 

http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Division/Research/Library/LegHistory/%E2%80%8CLHs/2001/SB174,2001.pdf
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Division/Research/Library/LegHistory/%E2%80%8CLHs/2001/SB174,2001.pdf
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Members:  Information provided on the review form, submitted by the Aging and 
Disability Services Division, indicates there are no members of the Subcommittee.  
Further, it has not met since 2012.   
 
Reports to the Legislature:  No report to the Legislature is required from the 
Subcommittee, pursuant to Chapter 426 of NRS (“Persons With Disabilities”).  
Nevada Revised Statutes 426.729 provides the Director of the DHHS shall submit to 
each regular legislative session and make available to the public any recommendations 
for legislation to carry out NRS 426.728 and to implement or improve programs 
established in NRS 426.729.   
 
Records:   
 
• Research Library holdings: 

 
o Advisory Committee on Personal Assistance for Persons with Severe Functional 

Disabilities, 2004 Report to the Legislature, pursuant to NRS 426.729.  
(This report was repealed by S.B. 220 (Chapter 63, Statutes of Nevada 2007.) 
 

• State Library holdings: 
 
o Same as the report in Research Library holdings. 
 

• State Archives holdings:  none 
 
Current contact:  Aging and Disability Services Division, DHHS 
 
Website:  none 
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