
Appeals Panel for Industrial Insurance  
 
Nevada Revised Statutes (NRS) 616B.760 through 616B.790: 
 
Panel members (NRS 616B.760):  The Appeals Panel for Industrial Insurance, 
Division of Insurance (DOI), Department of Business and Industry (DBI), consists of 
seven members, appointed by the Governor in consultation with the Commissioner 
of Insurance, as follows: 
 
• An employee of the DOI, DBI; 

 
• A licensed agent, qualified pursuant to regulations adopted by the Commissioner of 

Insurance, who is a member of a nationally recognized association for professional 
insurance agents; 
 

• Two representatives of the general public, pursuant to statute; 
 

• Two representatives of private carriers; and 
 

• A representative of the advisory organization who administers appeals panels for 
grievances of employers in other states.   

 
NRS 616B.760 provides that the advisory organization shall compile and submit lists of 
persons who would be appropriate members of the Appeals Panel as the agent, the 
representatives of the general public, and the representatives of private carriers.   
 
NRS 616A.045 defines “advisory organization” as the organization designated and 
licensed by the Commissioner to file the classifications of risks for private carriers 
pursuant to Chapters 616A (“Industrial Insurance: Administration”) to 
616D (“Industrial Insurance: Prohibited Acts; Penalties; Prosecution”), inclusive, and 
Chapter 686B (“Rates and Essential Insurance”) of NRS. 
 
Organization of the Panel (NRS 616B.762 through 616B.770):   
 
• The members shall elect a Chair, whose term of office is one year; 

 
• The Chair shall schedule the meetings and ensure they are conducted in an 

efficient manner; 
   

• Four members constitute a quorum and may conduct business; and 
   

• Expenses of the members of the Appeals Panel must be paid from assessments 
payable by each insurer pursuant to the formula approved by the Commissioner. 
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Grievances (NRS 616B.772 through 616B.790): 
 
• An employer, other than a self-insured employer, who determines that 

circumstances specific to his or her case require a review may file a grievance with 
the Appeals Panel; 
 

• The Appeals Panel shall not hear complaints concerning the effect of classifications 
of risk or rules that apply to all similarly classified businesses; 
 

• Hearings must be open to the public, pursuant to statute, unless the Appeals Panel 
will consider proprietary information; 
   

• If a member of the Appeals Panel has a conflict of interest, the Chair shall appoint a 
substitute member for that hearing.  A conflict may be waived if, after full 
disclosure, all parties to the appeal agree; and 
 

• A party to the hearing may appeal the decision of the Appeals Panel to 
the Commissioner. 

 
Background: 
 
Legislation:  Senate Bill 417 (Chapter 620, Statutes of Nevada 1999), sponsored by 
Senator Ann O’Connell, established the Appeals Panel.  According to testimony from 
the Commissioner of Insurance at that time, on July 1, 1999, the workers’ 
compensation system would convert to a competitive environment.  Employers would 
be able to purchase their industrial insurance from private carriers.  In addition, the 
regulatory authority of the State system would cease on that date.   
 
The Commissioner testified that the DOI had been told to expect thousands of appeals 
from employers whose classifications of rates had been affected by the change.  The 
Commissioner testified that under existing law the Commissioner did not have authority 
to delegate the responsibility for hearing appeals to another entity.  The Appeals Panel, 
created by S.B. 417, would permit the Commissioner to do so, while preserving due 
process right for employers to appeal to the Commissioner.   
 
Legislative history:  A legislative history has been compiled and is available here:  
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Division/Research/Library/LegHistory/LHs/1999/SB417,19
99.pdf. 
 
Members:  The members are listed on the review form. 
 
Reports to the Legislature:  No reports from the Appeals Panel to the Legislature are 
required pursuant to Chapter 616B (“Industrial Insurance: Insurers; Liability for 
Provision of Coverage”) of NRS.   

http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Division/Research/Library/LegHistory/LHs/1999/SB417,1999.pdf
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/Division/Research/Library/LegHistory/LHs/1999/SB417,1999.pdf
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Records:   
 
• Research Library holdings:  none 

 
• State Library holdings:  none 

 
• State Archives holdings:  none  
 
Contact:  Jim Werbeckes, Chair 
 
Website:  There is no website, although notices of meetings are posted on the 
DOI’s website.   
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