
Board of Examiners for Audiology and Speech Pathology  
 

Nevada Revised Statutes:  NRS 637B.100 to 637B.150 
 

Board members (NRS 637B.100):  The Board consists of 5 members appointed by the 

Governor, as follows: 

 2 members who have practiced of speech pathology for 2 years or more; 

 1 member who has practiced audiology for 2 years or more; 

 1 member who is a physician, certified by the Board of Medical Examiners as a specialist 

in otolaryngology, pediatrics, or neurology; and 

 1 member who is a representative of the general public, as provided.   

 

Members of the Board who are speech pathologists and audiologists must be representatives of 

the university, public school, hospital, or private aspects of the practice. 

 

A members who is a speech pathologist or audiologist must hold a current license issued by 

the Board or a current certificate of clinical competence from the American Speech-Language-

Hearing Association.   

 

Powers and duties of the Board:   

 The Board may adopt regulations necessary to carry out the provisions of NRS 637B 

(NRS 637B.150). 

 The Board shall issue licenses to qualified applicants (NRS 637B.160), may issue a license 

without an examination, as provided (NRS 637B.190), and may issue a temporary 

license without examination, as provided (NRS 637B.200). 

 The Board must conduct examinations at least once per year and determine the passing 

grade (NRS 637B.170). 

 The Board may adopt regulations setting standards of ethical conduct and requiring 

continuing education (NRS 637B.220). 

 The Board shall charge and collect fees, not to exceed amounts as provided 

(NRS 637B.230. 

 The Board may investigate complaints and may take disciplinary action following a hearing 

(NRS 637B.280). 

 The Board or its agent may inspect the premises of any licensee to determine if any 

violations of NRS 637B have occurred (NRS 637B.295). 

 

Operations of the Board:  The Board: 

 Shall elect its officers from its members (NRS 637B.110); 

 May fix the salary paid to members at not more than $150 per day while engaged in 

business of the Board and may fix the per diem and travel allowance rate for members 

(NRS 637B.130); 

 May issue subpoenas and adopt a seal (NRS 637B.135); and 

 Shall deposit money in State financial institutions (NRS 637B.240).  
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Background 
 

Legislation:  Senate Bill 231 (Chapter 594, Statutes of Nevada 1979) was sponsored by the 

Senate Committee on Commerce and Labor at the request of the Nevada Speech and Hearing 

Association.  

 

Legislative history:  A legislative history has not been compiled. 

 

According to testimony and exhibits provided in various legislative committees, the bill was 

supported by the Nevada Medical Society and members of the Nevada boards of examiners for 

medicine, dentistry, physical therapy, and clinical psychology.  The neighboring states of 

California, Oregon, and Utah had passed licensure bills, leaving Nevada open to inadequately 

trained persons working in the field.  Licensure would ensure professional standards in the 

field and offer consumer protection.   

 

Members:  See the review form. 

 

Reports to the Legislature:   

In 2001, the Legislature enacted S.B. 420 (Chapter 193, Statutes of Nevada) to require certain 

regulatory boards to submit a report of activities to the Legislature.  The report was to include 

for the preceding two years the number of licenses and certificates issued, a budget summary, 

and a report of disciplinary actions.  These reports were repealed by the Legislature in 2007 

with the enactment of S.B. 310 (Chapter 507, Statutes of Nevada).   

 

Records:   

 Research Library holdings:   

o Consulting Report to the Interim Finance Committee, Board of Examiners for 

Audiology and Speech Pathology (2011-2012) 

 State Library holdings:   

o Audiology and Speech Pathology, Board of Examiners for Audiology and Speech 

Pathology, (1996) 

 

Current contact:  Loretta L. Ponton, Executive Director 

 

Website:  http://www.nvaud-sp.org/  
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http://www.nvaud-sp.org/
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