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How are CASA

The Role of CASA—The Permanency Advocate

How can you help?
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CAPTA also required that states receiving
federal funds for the prevention of child abuse
and neglect would appoint a Guardian Ad Litem
(GAL) to represent these children.



The

The term Court ocate (CASA) was
coined by the late District Court Judge John Mendoza
from Las Vegas.

In 1982, National CASA was formed and managed by a
volunteer board. At the time there were 88 CASA
programs. Currently, National CASA has a staff of 9 and

oversees more than 970 CASA/GAL programs across the
US.
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Qualifications of a appointed as a GAL.

1990, US Congress encouraged the expansion of CASA
programs with the passage of the Victims of Child Abuse
Act.

By 1994, NV Court Rule 5.69 was approved to reflect the
appointment of a Court Appointed Special Advocate
(CASA) volunteer.



Last year, mo
Guardian ad Litem volunteers, of the 970
CASA programs nationwide, helped 238,000
abused and neglected children find safe,
permanent homes.
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In 2013, Nevada CASA provided a voice for
over 1600 abused and neglected children with
531 highly trained and highly dedicated CASA
volunteers.



Douglas Coun

Northeastern Nevada CASA- Elko, NV
Pioneer Territory CASA- Pahrump, NV
Tri-County CASA- Winnemucca, NV
Washoe County CASA- Reno, NV
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1st Judicial Distri
on City and Storey County

ses and 17 in high confli
Number of staff: P
Number of volunteers:
Funding structure:
Program Structure:
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Became National CASA member in 4/20
ruitment will start in July 2014, training in September 2
irst CASA volunteers to be sworn in by first of 201

10t Judicial Distri
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Number of staff:

Number of volunteers:
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Program Structure:



8th Judicial Distr

Number of volunteers:
Funding structure:
Program Structure:
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smeralda, and Mineral Counties (25,000 sc

Number of staff: P/T (includes
Number of volunteers:

Funding structure:

Program Structure:



2013
6t Judicial Distt
boldt, Lander and Pershing Counties

Number of staff:
Number of volunteers:
Funding structure:

Program Structure:



Number of volunteers:
Funding structure:
Program Structure:
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CASA volunteers are Officers of the Court, to ensure
children don’t get lost in the overburdened legal and
child welfare system, or languish in inappropriate foster
or group home placements.

CASA volunteers, not only speak up about the child’s
best interest, but also about what the child wants.
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:m ng between
hearings and th ions are followed.

: speak up for meetings, schools, in
foster homes, etc. They write reports to the court and speak

up for child’s best interest.

: get to know the child by visiting
the child regularly and make sure child needs are being met
in a timely manner and most importantly focusing on safety,
permanency and well-being of the child.
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Participate in intervi
Attend 30-33 hours National CASA approved
training (may vary by jurisdiction)

Court observation

Make a 1-2 year commitment (varies by
jurisdictions)

rances




siblings. er involved,
this person ity in a child’s
life to relieve so anxieties.

CASA volunteers are assigned to one child or sibling group
of children, but generally to the more complex cases,
since there are not enough CASA volunteers for every
child.
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ationship with the
children and help them to identify and achieve their hopes
and dreams.

CASA volunteers help to achieve permanency for children.



Permanency i d a result that
includes the involvement of the youth as a
participant or leader in finding a permanent
connection with a least one committed adult
who can provide him/her with a safe, stable,
and secure parenting relationship in a loving
environment.



Lifelong sup uth has the
opportunity to main ontact with siblings or
other healthy adults, who are important in the
youth’s life.
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Perman nearing

adulthood, d range or
options. All C rve to anchor a

youth are important and need to be
strengthened prior to the youth exiting foster

care.
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adult(s) ho exit
foster care, healthy

functioning in the



permanent c

Some CASA volunteers agree to serve as the
permanent connection or mentor for the youth.

CASA volunteer encourage the youth to actively
engage in the development of their independent living
and permanency planning.



Where Am

How will I get there? (Integration)

When will I Know I Belong? (Actualization)
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CASA volunt
was needed to fin

irth records that
that was stalled.

CASA volunteer advocated that the child receive a new
pair of eyeglasses, because no one realized that the child
needed them for school.
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More CASA volu child’s best interest

is represented.

Continued statewide awareness and support to promote
the mission of CASA

Statewide CASA training



N e \?
Nati n.org
WWW.

dkarlson

www.douglas sa/contact.cfm

www.CASALasvegas.org

WWW.Nencasa.org

ptcasaanv@yahoo.com

www.Casareno.org

www.humboldtava.com

Follow CASA programs on various Facebook pages







