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 Typically, the term “rehousing” is used by pet owners seeking 

other homes for animals in their care.  

 “Rehoming” adopted children is the practice of placing 

children with non-relative strangers outside of the purview of 

courts or public child welfare agencies. 

 September 2013: Reuters News Agency published an 

investigative series about the rehoming of adopted children 

called “The Child Exchange” that examines the online network 

created by parents unable to meet the complex emotional 

and behavioral needs of their adopted children.  

 These parents used online forums to advertise, relinquish care 

and facilitate placements of their adopted children.  
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 The series found that some children who were adopted and 

rehomed endured severe abuse.  

 Children were exchanged in motel parking lots and truck stops 

with pedophiles and other adults who had their children 

removed because of abuse and neglect in some instances. 

 The exact number of disrupted adoptions resulting in rehoming 

is unknown. 

 Wisconsin was the first state that enacted a law against 

rehoming adopted children. Ohio, Florida and Colorado also 

considering law. 
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 Wisconsin Act 314 (April 2014) criminalizes certain acts of 
advertising related to adoption or other permanent physical 
placements of a child and unauthorized interstate placements 
of children.  

 Outside of legally approved placements, “any person who 
sends a child out of this state, brings a child into this state, or 
causes a child to be sent out of this state or brought into this 
state for the purpose of permanently transferring physical 
custody of the child to a person who is not a relative … is 
guilty of a class A misdemeanor.”  

 “Advertise” means “communicate by any public medium that 
originates within this state, including by newspaper, periodical, 
telephone book listing, outdoor advertising sign, radio, 
television, or by any computerized communication system, 
including by electronic mail, Internet site, Internet account, or 
any similar medium of communication provided via the 
Internet.”  
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 SB 311 (in committee) attempts to limit entities that can 
advertise the adoption of children.  

 Power of attorney may not grant the authority to consent to the 
adoption of a child or terminate parental rights concerning the 
custody of the child or parental rights and responsibilities for 
the care of the child.  

 Would require state child welfare agency to study adoption 
disruption and dissolution, review prevention efforts, require 
tracking and provide programs to prospective and current 
adoptive parents. 

 Defines “advertise” with the exact Wisconsin language. 

 Under the proposal, anyone who violates the law would be 
guilty of a misdemeanor under Ohio law – with penalties that 
include fines between $500 and $1,000 or imprisonment not 
more than six months, or both. 
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 HB 1149 amends the crime of trafficking children to include a 

person who advertises a child through any public medium that 

originates in the state to find a child to adopt or otherwise 

take into permanent physical custody or to find an adoptive or 

other permanent physical placement to assist in or arrange 

adoption and adoptive placement.  

 Defines “advertise” with the exact Wisconsin language. 

 Proposes the act of advertising children and receiving 

advertised children both as felonies punishable by fines and 

imprisonment.  
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 SB 1666 (awaiting the governor’s desk), creates and defines 

terms and establishes the criminal offense of “unlawful 

abandonment of a child.” The bill also provides criminal 

penalties and exceptions.  

 “Abandon” means to leave a child in a place or with a person 

other than a relative with the intent not to return to the child 

and with the intent not to provide for the care of the child. 

 A caregiver who “abandons a child under circumstances in 

which the caregiver knew or should have known that the 

abandonment exposes the child to unreasonable risk of harm 

commits a felony of the third degree.” 
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 In May 2014, the Administration for Children and Families 

released an informational memorandum regarding rehoming 

as a direct result of Reuters investigative series. 

 The purpose was to provide an overview of the practice of 

rehoming children, convey concerns and encourage agencies to 

revisit their post-adoption services and review their laws and 

policies. 

 Federal government says the delegation of parental 

responsibility through power of attorney for purposes of 

rehoming does not remove the legal responsibility parents 

have for assuring that their children are safe. 
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 NRS 127.310 addresses unlawful placement or advertising to 

place children for adoption – but does not address rehoming 

of adopted children. 

 To be consistent and proactive with other jurisdictions 

nationwide, Nevada could address this issue by: 

 Adding language to current Nevada trafficking laws or create 

new/amend existing language in NRS 432B and/or NRS 127. 

 Define the words “rehoming,” “advertise,” “adoption disruption,” and 

“adoption dissolution.” 

 Address the delegation of parental responsibility through power of 

attorney or guardianship for the purposes of rehoming. 
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• Investigative 

series focused 

on international 

adoptions.   

• Reality is that it 

can happen in 

Nevada, too. 
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Questions? 




