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Precautionary principle
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

The precautionary principle or precautionary approach states that if an
action or policy has a suspected risk of causing harm to the public or to
the environment, in the absence of scientific consensus that the action or
policy is harmful, the burden of proof that it is nor harmful falls on
those taking an action.

The principle is used by policy makers to justify discretionary decisions
in situations where there is the possibility of harm from taking a
particular course or making a certain decision when extensive scientific
knowledge on the matter is lacking. The principle implies that there is a
social responsibility to protect the public from exposure to harm, when
scientific investigation has found a plausible risk. These protections can
be relaxed only if further scientific findings emerge that provide sound
evidence that no harm will result.

In some legal systems, as in the law of the European Union, the
application of the precautionary principle has been made a statutory
requirement in some areas of law.

Regarding international conduct, the first endorsement of the principle
was in 1982 when the World Charter for Nature was adopted by the
United Nations General Assembly, while its first international
implementation was in 1987 through the Montreal Protocol. Soon after,
the principle integrated with many other iegally binding international

treaties such as the Rio Declaration and Kyoto Protocol.
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Duty to rescue

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

A duty to rescue is a concept in tort law that arises in a number of
cases, describing a circumstance in which a party can be held liable for
failing to come to the rescue of another party in peril. In common law
systems, it is rarely formalized in statutes which would bring the
penalty of law down upon those who fail to rescue. This does not
necessarily obviate a moral duty to rescue: though law is binding and
carries government-authorized sanctions, there are also separate ethical
arguments for a duty to rescue that may prevail even where law does not
punish failure to rescue.
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In the common law of most anglosphere countries, there is no general
duty to come to the rescue of another, 1] Generally, a person cannot be

held liable for doing nothing while another person is in peril.m 3]
However, such a duty may arise in two situations:

m A duty to rescue arises where a person creates a hazardous
situation. If another person then falls into peril because of this
hazardous situation, the creator of the hazard — who may not
necessarily have been a negligent tortfeasor — has a duty to rescue
the individual in peril.[*]

m Such a duty may also arise where a "special relationship” exists. For
example:

» Emergency workers (firefighters, emergency medical
technicians, etc.) do not have a general duty to rescue the public
within the scope of their employment. The District of Columbia
Court of Appeals ruled in Warren v. DC that the police have no
duty to protect any citizen not in custody, and cannot be sued

for their failure to protect. [>]
» Parents have a duty to rescue their minor children. This duty
also applies to those acting in loco parentis, such as schools or

babysitters. [6]

» Common carriers have a duty to rescue their patrons.m
» Employers have an obligation to rescue employees, under an

implied contract theory. 18]

m Property owners have a duty to rescue invitees but not
trespassers from all dangers on the property.

® Spouses have a duty to rescue each other in all U.S.
jurisdictions. )

= |n the United States, as of 2009 ten states had laws on the books
requiring that people at east notify law enforcement of and/or

seek aid for strangers in peril under certain conditions:
2 0f 3 Matifrenia L] Graman [IOH12113] 1yawai: [101114] 30820141126 A
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seek aid for strangers in peril under certain conditions:
Califomia,[lo][ll] Florida,[lo][lz][l?’] Hawaii,[lo][M]
Massachusetts,[w] [151 Minnesota, (101{16] Ohio,[w] 1171 Rhode
Island,[lo][lg] Vermont,[m][lg] Washington,[m][zo] 211 ong

Wisconsin 191221 Thege laws are also referred to as Good
Samaritan laws, despite their difference from laws of the same

name that protect individuals that iry to help another person. [1]
These laws are rarely applied, and are generally ignored by

citizens and lawmakers.[l]

Where a duty to rescue arises, the rescuer must generally act with
reasonable care, and can be held liable for injuries caused by a reckless
rescue attempt. However, many states have limited or removed liability
from rescuers in such circumstances, particularly where the rescuer is
an emergency worker. Furthermore, the rescuer need not endanger
himself in conducting the rescue.
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A CD containing the following documents was provided by April Tatro-Medlin,
Clark County resident, regarding electromagnetic field (EMF) and radio frequency
exposure:

e A report titled, Biolnitiative 2012 — A Rationale for Biologically-based Exposure
Standards for Low-Intensity Electromagnetic Radiation, by Cindy Sage, D.O.,
Owner and Environmental Consultant, Sage EMF Design, and
David O. Carpenter, M.D., Professor, Department of Environmental Health
Sciences, and Director, Institute for Health and the Environment, University at
Albany, School of Public Health, dated December 31, 2012. This report
expounds the standards, causes, and effects of exposure to electromagnetic
radiation.

e A letter addressed to Chairman and Trustees, Kawartha Pine Ridge District
School Board Education Centre, from Stephen T. Sinatra, M.D., Cardiologist,
and Founder, New England Heart Center, dated April 15, 2011. In this letter,
Dr. Sinatra explains why it is unwise to install wireless technology in schools.

e A letter addressed to the Los Angeles Unified School District Board members
and their staff, from Olle Johansson, Ph.D., Associate Professor,
Department of Neuroscience, and Director, Experimental Dermatology Unit,
Karolinska Institutet, Stockholm, Sweden, dated February 8, 2013. In this
letter, Dr. Johansson encourages the adoption of guidelines for public and
occupational EMF frequency exposure based upon the precautionary principle.

e A document titled, “American Academy of Environmental Medicine
Recommendations Regarding Electromagnetic and Radiofrequency Exposure,”
by Amy L. Dean, D.O., Founder, EcoLogical Internal Medicine, and President,
American Academy of Environmental Medicine, and William J. Rea, M.D.,
President, American Environmental Health Foundation, and Vice President,
American Board of Environmental Medicine, dated July 12, 2012.
This document gives recommendations on the removal of “smart meters” from
the homes of patients with certain conditions and disabilities to protect
their health.

e A letter addressed to the Public Utilities Commission of the State of California,
from Members of the Board, American Academy of Environmental Medicine,
dated January 19, 2012. This letter expresses the Board’s opposition to the
installation of wireless “smart meters” in homes and schools.

e An article titled, “The Digital Generation At Risk - science and safer-tech
solutions,” by Kerry Crofton, Ph.D., Member, International Electromagnetic
Field Alliance. This document provides concise information on the causes and
effects of EMF frequency exposure.



A letter addressed to the Los Angeles Unified School District, Board of
Education, from Martin Blank, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Department
of Physiology and Cellular Biophysics, Columbia University, College of
Physicians and Surgeons. In this letter, Dr. Blank expresses his support
of limiting the construction of cell towers in the vicinity of schools.

An open letter to parents, teachers, and school boards, from Magda Havas,
Ph.D., Associate Professor, Environmental and Resource Studies,
Trent University, Peterborough, Canada, dated May 5, 2009. This letter
provides information on microwave radiation guidelines,
electro-hypersensitivity, the removal of wireless routers, advisories to limit
cell phone use, and the precautionary principle.

A document titled, “Electromagnetic and Radiofrequency Fields Effect on
Human Health,” by Amy L. Dean, D.O., Founder, EcoLogical Internal
Medicine, and President, American Academy of Environmental Medicine;
William J. Rea, M.D., President, American Environmental Health Foundation,
and Vice President, American Board of Environmental Medicine;
Cyril W. Smith, Ph.D., Retired Professor, Department of Electronic
and Electrical Engineering, Salford University, Salford, England; and
Alvis L. Barrier, M.D., ENT-Otolaryngologist, Memorial Hospital of
Sweetwater County, Columbia, Missouri. This document expounds the adverse
effects of EMF and radio frequency exposure.

A bulletin titled, The health effects of electrical pollution, by the National
Foundation for Alternative Medicine. This bulletin includes information on the
dangers of modern electrical environments, as well as testimonials of people
who have been negatively affected by electrical pollution.

A research report titled, Bibliography of Reported Biological Phenomena
(‘Effects’) and Clinical Manifestations Attributed to Microwave and
Radio-Frequency Radiation, by Zorach R. Glaser, Ph.D., Naval Medical
Research Institute, National Naval Medical Center, dated October 4, 1971.
This report provides references on the biological responses to radio frequency
and microwave radiation and an outline of the effects attributed to radio
frequency and microwave radiation.

A report titled, Safe Schools 2012 - Medical and Scientific Experts Call for Safe
Technologies in Schools, by WiFiinschools.org.uk, dated June 2012.
This report serves to inform schools, parents, governing bodies, and the public
about the professional, medical, and scientific concerns regarding the use of
wireless technologies by children in schools.



A paper titled, “Public health implications of wireless technologies,” by
Cindy Sage, D.O., Owner and Environmental Consultant, Sage EMF Design,
and David O. Carpenter, M.D., Professor, Department of Environmental
Health Sciences, and Director, Institute for Health and the Environment,
University at Albany, School of Public Health, published in Pathophysiology
in 2009. This paper explains in detail the health repercussions to be expected
with the development of rapidly expanding wireless technologies.

e A “Wi-Fi Non-Consent Form” by Citizens for Safe Technology Society.
This form serves as a parent-school contract, requiring that a school keep any
child specified on the form in an environment free of non-thermal, non-ionizing
radiation emitted by wireless devices.

e A report titled, Wireless technologies and young people - A resource for
schools, by WiFiinschools.org.uk, dated October 2011. This report contains
information on cell phone guidance for youth, the safety of cell phone
communication technologies, best practices in educational settings, and research
studies on wireless technologies.

e A document titled, “Worldwide Cell Phone Safety Recommendations and
Policies,” by the Environmental Health Trust in collaboration with the
California Brain Tumor Association and Consumers 4 Safe Cell Phones, dated
October 2011. This document lists laws, rules, and advisories passed regarding
cell phone use worldwide.

The CD is available in the Research Division Library upon request, please indicate the
CD is part of the March 26, 2014, Legislative Committee on Education meeting.





